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Child-friendly cities: Guidelines for designing and planning for young children and their caregivers in Israel
Demographics
20%: Young children and their parents comprise about 20% of the city population
30,100: Families with at least one young child
About 12% of these are single-parent families

44,900 Children aged birth through 6 years old
5% Children of asylum-seekers, refugees, and foreign workers
5% Children of new immigrants (as of 2000)
 8% children from the Arab population 
50% About half of these are aged birth through 2 years old
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Choosing a Reality
The Urban95 Community: Change-makers for Early Childhood in Israel
Action. Participation. Knowledge.
This session presents groundbreaking work, knowledge, and current research in the field of early childhood in Israel and around the world. It promotes multi-sector partnerships as a path to success in advancing systemic change on behalf of young children. 
Noor Korabi	Comment by English editor: I tried to verify names online, but the client should check the preferred English spelling of names.
Social psychologist, Urban95 regional director, Urban95 field manager in the Arab community, Israel Green Building Council
Daniella Ben-Attar
Representative of the Van Leer Institute in Israel
Prof. Nadav Davidovitch
Head of the Health Policy Program at the Taub Center for Social Policy Research in Israel and Chair of the Association of Public Health Physicians
Hagit Naali-Joseph
Director of Strategic Planning, Director of Engineering
Architect Inbar Weiss 
Vice President of Planning for Africa-Israel Residencies, Former City Engineer for Beit Shemesh 
Vered Solomon Maman
Chief architect for the Ministry of Construction and Housing, senior manager for the Planning Division  
Mayan Cohen
Regional director of Urban95, director of the program for the ultra-Orthodox community, Israel Green Building Council
Arch. Bosmat Sfadia Wolf 
Chief director of Urban95 Israel, Israel Green Building Council
20/5/2024
Annual conference of the Israel Green Building Council, Beitan 10, Expo, Exhibition Gardens, Tel Aviv

Slide 9
Were the 100 words in the table on slide 9 included in the word count?
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*Note there is a mistake in the English in the original—Ambassy should be Embassy 
110 words
[bookmark: _Hlk183159696]Meeting 1
15/6/23
Brain Embassy Tel Aviv
Hashloshim 2, Tel Aviv-Jaffa
	Time
	Topic
	Presenters

	9:30
	Arrival/Welcome
	

	10:00 – 10:15
	Greetings
	Oded Fromovitz, Executive Director, Israel Green Building Council


	10:15 – 10:45
	Background on Urban95 in Israel and around the world
	Daniella Ben-Attar
Representative of the Van Leer Institute in Israel


	10:45 – 11:15
	Presentation on the progress of the Network Cities program
	Yasmin Yotam
Urban95 program director for local authorities

	11:15 – 11:30              Break

	11:30 – 12:15
	Introductions
	Urban95 team

	12:15 – 13:15
	Presentation: “The connection is the bridge: Thoughts on the parent-child relationship and brain development.”
	Dr. Dana Shai, Psychologist 
Director and founder of the SEED Center for the Study of Early Emotional Development,
Tel Aviv-Yafo Academic College,
Child development specialist

	13:15 – 14:00  Afternoon break

	14:00 – 15:00
	Workshop: In the life of a child in the city
	
Urban95 team

	15:00 – 15:30
	Conclusion
	



Slide 13
100
Urban95 Tour in Tel Aviv
Meeting 2
11/7/23
	[bookmark: _Hlk183092237]Time
	Topic
	Presenters

	9:00
	Pickup from bus and train stations
	

	9:30 – 10:15
	Playground tour: Sand and water, play equipment, and responses to different users
	Avi Levi, Director of the Planning and Development Department and city improvement projects

	10:15 – 10:45
	Travel to Jaffa
	

	10:45-12:00
	Tour of the Jewish-Arab community center, on the topic of trust-building
	Nassrah Shnir, director for early childhood in the community division in HaMishlama LeYafo

	12:00 – 12:45
	Lunch
	

	12:45 – 13:45
	How to inspire change in a complex system
	Architecht Bosmat Sfadia Wolf, Director of Community Planning and Development for the municipality of Tel Aviv-Jaffa 

	13:45 – 14:15
	Travel to Florentine
	

	14:15 – 15:00
	Tour of the Elifelet Garden
	

	15:30
	Leave for the train station
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Meeting 3
12/9/23
	Time
	Topic
	Presenters

	9:45
	Pickup from Beit Shemesh train station
	

	10:00 – 10:15 
	Arrival
	

	10:15 – 10:45
	Background on planning in Beit Shemesh
	Ohad Cohen
City Architect 

	10:45 – 11:05
	Urban95 activities, Zeira in Beit Shemesh
	Mayan Cohen
Project manager, Beit Shemesh

	11:05 – 11:20
	Systemic implementation in the municipality and collaborations
	Tamar Aharon, Director of Public Inquiries at the Office of the Mayor 


	11:20 – 11:30 
	Challenges of early childhood in Beit Shemesh
	Meirav Armoni
Director of the Early Childhood Division

	11:30 – 12:00
	Children’s participation in planning
	Architecht Anat Horowitz Harel

	12:00 – 12:45
	Afternoon break
	

	12:45 – 14:00
	Exercise in collecting data and mapping stakeholders
	Urban95 team

	14:00 – 16:00
	Tour in Ramat Avraham and conclusion
	Benzi Rakov, urban planner for the ultra-Orthodox sector

	16:20
	Leave for the train station
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Meeting 4	Comment by English editor: Two different meetings are numbered as 4-- verify the order and numbering.
22/11/23
Safe spaces and community resilience for children and their families in a time of ongoing war
Community resilience Urban95
Meeting held via Zoom
	Time
	Topic
	Presenters

	10:00 – 12:00
	Peer learning and presentation on the subject of community resilience during a crisis
	Ran Cohen Aharonov



Meeting 4	Comment by English editor: The Powerpoint skips from meeting 4 to 6, another slide needs to be inserted for this.
120
19/12/23
	Time
	Topic
	Presenters

	9:00
	Pickup from Pardes Hana train station (exit is to the Pardes Hana side)
	

	9:30 – 10:30
	Opening remarks and an exercise in the public space
	Urban95 team

	10:30 – 12:30
	Biophilia: The natural playground promotes important developmental activities in early childhood
	Julie Peled
Landscape architect and biophilic park designer

	
	Community environmental activities for families with young children
	Loreli Karbas
Community organizer for the sustainability division in the local authority, and resident environmental activist 

	
	Perspective on early childhood in the local authority
	Oriah Yardani Coperbar
Director of the Education Department in the local authority


	12:30 – 13:30  
	Afternoon break
	

	13:30 – 14:30
	Neighborhood community supports parental welfare
	Ortal Alterman
Social activist 

	
	Municipal support for local residents’ environmental initiatives 
	Yasmin Yotam
Director of Planning Urban95, national branch

	14:30 – 15:00
	Conclusion
	

	15:00
	Leave for the train station
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Meeting 6
7/3/24
100
	Time
	Topic
	Presenters

	9:10
	Pickup from West Hadera train station
	

	9:45 – 10:30
	Opening remarks
	Yasmin Yotam, Bosmat Sfadia Wolf, Ibrahim Ka’adan
City director, Baqa

	10:30 – 11:30
	Tour
	

	11:30 – 11:45
	Public space as a generative space  -- the community aspect
	Avir Ghanem, community center director

	11:45 – 12:00
	Public space as a generative space  -- the physical aspect
	Hila Lothan

	Break
	
	

	12:15 – 12:30
	Communality as a strategy for making change
	Noor Korabi
Social psychologist, Urban95 regional director, Urban95 field manager 

	12:30 – 12:45
	Implementation in stages as a strategy for making change
	Anat Horowitz, architect

	12:45 – 13:00
	Tools for behavioral change
	Yasmin Yotam, program director Urban95, national branch, and deputy director for the Israel Green Building Council

	13:15 – 14:00
	Lunch
	

	13:45 – 15:00
	Exercise
	

	15:00 – 15:30
	Conclusion
	

	15:30
	Leave for the train station
	



Meeting 7
70
2/5/24
	[bookmark: _Hlk183106022]Time
	Topic
	Presenters

	8:40
	Pickup from the Haifa-Hof HaCarmel train station
	

	9:30
	Opening remarks
	Bosmat Sfadia Wolf, Director of Urban95, Israel
Emmi Afomado, acting mayor Tirat Carmel

	10:00 – 12:30
	Storytelling as a tool to recruit partners
	Dr. Noam Feinholtz

	12:30 – 13:15
	Lunch
	

	13:15 – 13:40
	Tour 
	

	13:40 – 14:30
	The HaPaot model of the Early Child Developmental Center in the local authority 
	Dr. Anat Bar, director for early childhood

	15:00 – 15:30
	Conclusion
	

	15:30
	Leave for the train station
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90
2/7/24
	[bookmark: _Hlk183107721]Time
	Topic
	Presenters

	9:00
	Pickup from the Yitzhak Rabin train station in Jerusalem
	

	10:00
	Arrival
	

	10:30
	Review of the Network Cities Program
	Daniella Ben-Attar, representative of Van Leer Foundation, Israel
Tal Mills, Director General of the Israel Green Building Council
Architect Hila Lothan, Publica Strategic Management
 

	11:00 – 11:45
	How can early childhood be a bridge to policy?
	Dr. Aliza Bloch, former mayor of Beit Shemesh and author of the book Bridges of Light.


	Break
	
	

	12:00 – 13:30
	Network Cities Presents: From Training to Action
	

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch
	

	14:00 – 15:00
	Conclusion and distribution of certificates
	

	15:00
	Dispersal to train station
	



Tipat Halav Tours
120
3/9/24
	Time
	Topic
	Presenters

	9:00
	Pickup from the Haganah train station Tel Aviv-Jaffa
Travel to Tipat Halav in Kiryat Shalom (HaKeshet Street 8, Tel Aviv-Jaffa)
	

	9:30
	Arrival and greetings
	Bosmat Sfadia Wolf, director of Urban95, Israel 

	10:00
	Opening remarks
	Sharon Melamed, Director of the Department of Social Services for the municipality of Tel Aviv-Jaffa

	10:30
	Presentation on the potential of parenting centers and changing perceptions
	Na’ama Ron, Director of the Division of Public Health, municipality of Tel Aviv-Jaffa 

	11:30
	Tour of the Tipat Halav (family health clinic) in Kiryat Shalom
	

	11:50
	Travel to Tipat Halav, Neve Eliezer, Derech Hayim Bar Lev St. 195, Tel Aviv-Jaffa
	

	12:15
	Tour of Tipat Halav Neve Eliezer
	

	12:45
	Lunch
	

	13:15
	Summary of the tours and sharing of insights
	Bosmat Sfadia Wolf, director of Urban95, Israel 

	13:30
	Dispersal to train station
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120 words
City Training on the Topic of Young Children in Public Spaces in Lod
Timetable
Monday, May 27, 2024
8:30 – 13:30
In the conference hall of the Lod municipal government building 
8:30	Arrivals
8:40	Opening—What are we meeting about? Urban95 and its local connection with Lod
	Greetings/welcome
Director General of the municipality, Mr. Aharon Atias 
Director of the transportation and parks department, Mr. Nissim Raz
9:30	“The connection is the bridge” Dana Shai, psychologist, member of the faculty of the Academic College Tel Aviv-Jaffa. Deals with the transition to parenthood, parenting, and early emotional development in the family. Founder of the program: Journey to Parenthood. 
11:00	Short break, light refreshments
11:15	Urban95 in Israel and around the world: “Whet your appetite” with example from Israel and around the world—Mayan Cohen, Urban95 team
12:00	 Urban95 in Bet Shemesh—Learning from success Tamar Aharon, Director of Public Inquiries at the Office of the Mayor of Beit Shemesh 
12:20	Summary, Glimpse of the future
	Light lunch
We look forward to seeing you
Slide 24
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Children ages birth -3
Ages 3-6
Arab sector
Ultra-Orthodox sector
General Jewish and nationalist-religious sector

SLIDE 25
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Lod 2024
New neighborhoods
Urban renovation
55,000 new residential units

Slide 34
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Lod Municipality
Lod is promoting a child-friendly city in public spaces 
“How can we make Lod a child-friendly city?” This was the opening question at a municipal conference to promote public spaces that are beneficial for young children and their families in Lod. The conference was organized cooperatively by the municipal government, the Urban95 project in Israel, and the Israel Green Building Council. At the conference, there were discussions of project-related issues regarding the promotion of the planning, design, and management of vibrant and healthy cities that meet the needs of young children and their families. 
At the conference, for the first time, the town of Lod planned to establish a special round table that will focus on the developiing public spaces in the city on behalf of young children (0-3) and their families. 
This process will be carried out under the leadership and encouragement of the director general of the Lod Municipality, Aaron Atias.
/https://www.lod.muni.il/he/articles/item/5834


Save the Date
If you could experience the city from a height of 95 cm (the height of a 3-year-old child) what would you do differently?
Municipal training session on the topic of young children in the public space
Monday, 27/5/24
8:30 – 13:30
In the conference room in the Lod City Hall 

“How can we make Lod a child-friendly city?” This was the opening question at a municipal conference to promote public spaces that are beneficial for young children and their families in Lod. The conference was organized cooperatively by the municipal government, the Urban95 project in Israel, and the Israel Green Building Council. At the conference, there were discussions of project-related issues regarding the promotion of the planning, design, and management of vibrant and healthy cities that meet the needs of young children and their families. 	Comment by English editor: This text is the same as in the first flier. 
At the conference, for the first time, the town of Lod planned to establish a special round table that will focus on the development of public spaces in the city on behalf of young children (0-3) and their families. 
This process will be carried out under the leadership and encouragement of the director general of the Lod Municipality, Aaron Atias.

The Urban95 project—Urban95 assists officials in local authorities, including Lod, to promote the municipal program “From a Height of 95 cm” (the height of young children and infants). The project operates in over 50 cities around the world. It offers knowledge and support for the planning and development of a high-quality and accessible urban environment that is adapted to young children and their families. This includes residential areas, public spaces, and public institutions, and relates to issues of mobility and transportation.

During the conference, Yuval Shtalrid, director of the department for strategic planning, gave a presentation on the city’s vision for planning; 
Miri Melk presented an overview of the situation for young children and the projects operating in the local authority; 
Dr. Dana Shai, a researcher and psychologist who deals with the transition to parenthood, parenting, and advanced emotional development within the family, gave a presentation on the fundamental importance of the connection between parents and young children; 
Mayan Cohen, from the Urban95 team, presented examples of development in Israel and around the world that show public spaces that are adapted to young children and their families; Tamar Aharon,  Director of Public Inquiries at the Office of the Mayor of Beit Shemesh, gave a presentation on the process of consolidating the municipal partnership in Beit Shemesh and the project implementation.

The conference was initiated and organized by the Urban95 team in Lod. Miri Malak from the Welfare Department, Yuval Shtalrid from the Engineering Department, and Yoni Tari from the Operations Department. 
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Concluding presentation on the pilot training project for Network Cities: Municipality of Dimona
Slide 57
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Nice to Meet You!
Shimrit Lesri, Director of the Early Childhood Center
Shosh Biton, Director of “Parents at the Center”
Oren Auster, Director of the Smart City Division
Esti Elishayev, Referent for organizational development 
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Dimona Timeline
1955	founding
1970	birth pangs
1988	out-migration
1991	moderate growth
2013	awakening, changing narrative
2024	accelerated building of housing
2048	a look at the future
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Current Picture of Dimona
Number of residents	42,514	Population Authority 2024
Rate of annual growth	1.85	Central Bureau of Statistics 2021
Peripherality index	3	Central Bureau of Statistics 2021
Current as of the date of the presentation
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Picture of Dimona’s Future
Number of housing units, according to the Roof Agreement		30,920
number of city residents	About 100,000
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Young children in Dimona
Number of Tipat Halav (Family Health) Clinics	2
Number of children ages birth-3	2,105
Early Childhood Centers	1
Annual number of births	667
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A Pedagogic forum comprised of educational, welfare, and healthcare teams to cooperatively promote early childhood.
Existing treatment issues
Treatment
Leisure
education
education
guidance
prevention
identification
family
enrichment
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When we think about services for young children, we are used to thinking right away about education and welfare, but there are other factors that affect our urban experience that we do not take into account.

Slide 64
25
Mobility in the public space
Infrastructure and development
Public buildings
Education department
City improvement department
Engineering department
Welfare department
Healthcare services
Streets/roads
Street lighting
layout of kindergartens/daycare centers
planning and development of parks
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The Pilot: Implementing the approach to early childhood as a tool for cooperative activity and integration between municipal departments
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Target audiences’ characteristics – geographic, demographic, social, economic
Road users
Neighborhood location during stages of renovation
Parents of young children in Dimona
New arrivals following the roof agreement, Dimona veterans, mostly middle-class
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Partners
Municipal Leaders
City government divisions and local authority employees
City corporations
Parents of young children
City residents

Slide 68
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Stages of the Pilot Project
Selecting a project to implement
Planning policy planning regarding young children
Content and workshops	Comment by English editor: Should this be content-based activities?
Acquiring tools for decision-makers
Establishing a steering committee

Slide 69
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Pooling resources
Project 360
Community Division
Early Childhood Center
Dimona Municipality
Demographic growth forecasts
Dimona community center
Roof agreement
Urban95
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Certificate of Completion
Training Session “Network Cities” Urban95 Israel
This certificate is issued to__________________
From the city of _____________
For your participation in the program on the topic of Promoting Cities that are beneficial for young children and their families. 
Cycle 1 of the training was successfully completed in 2023-2024.
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