Name:  Iris Brown 




Updated:   9.4.2021
CURRICULUM VITAE
1. Personal Details 
Home address: 29 Even Shmuel Street, Ramot Bet, Jerusalem 
Telephone numbers: 02-5710242, 054-6460222
Email Address: irisbrownh@gmail.com
2. Higher Education 
Undergraduate and Graduate Studies 
	Period of Study 
	Name of Institution and Department 
	 Degree
	Year of Approval of  Degree

	1999-2004
	Bar Ilan University
	PhD
	2005

	1992-1995
	Hebrew University of Jerusalem
	M.A. cum laude in Jewish Thought
	1995

	1991-1992
	Hebrew University of Jerusalem
	Teaching Certificate in Jewish Thought
	2003 

	1987-1991
	Hebrew University of Jerusalem
	  BA cum laude in Philosophy and Education
	1991 


3. Academic Ranks and Tenure in Institutes of Higher Education 

	Dates 
	Name of Institution and Department 
	Rank/Position 

	2014-Present  
	Ono Academic College 
	 Senior Lecturer

	2016-Present  
	Shechter Institute of Jewish Studies
	 Senior Lecturer

	2017-2012
	Ashkelon Academic College
	Senior Lecturer

	2005-2014
	The Lander Institute of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem
	Lecturer and later Senior Lecturer

	2004-2005,  2008-2009
	Bar Ilan University Midrasha for Women, Department of Halakhah and Jewish Law
	Lecturer

	2004-2005
	"Maayan" – Study Center for Women, Brookline Massachusetts
	Lecturer

	1999-2001
	Beit Morasha Midrasha for Women
	Lecturer


4. Scholarly Positions and Activities outside the Institution 
· Member of the Forum of Researchers of Haredi Society, the Israel Democracy Institute (2019 to present).
· Member of Research Group on on Halakhah and Kabbalah, Bar Ilan University, Ramat Gan, the Faculty of Law (2020-present)
· A member of the Forum of Researchers of Galician Jewry, chaired by Dr. Nathan Shifris (2018 to present). 

· Member of Research Group on "The Great Sages: Personalities that Shaped Haredi Society", Chaired by Dr. Benjamin Brown and Dr. Nissim Leon, Van Leer Institute, Jerusalem (2010-2011).

· Member of the Forum of Ultra-Orthodox Research, Chaired by Professors Menachem Friedman and Yosef Salmon, Van Leer Institute, Jerusalem (2009-2012)

· Member of Research Group on "Halakhah as an Event", Chaired by Dr. Avinoam Rosenak, Van Leer Institute, Jerusalem (2008-2009).

· Fellow, Research Group of Schwartz Institute for Jewish Ethics, Chaired by Dr. Moshe Hellinger, Beit Morasha, Jerusalem (2009-10).

· Research Fellow, Shalom Hartman Institute (2007-2011).

5. Participation in Scholarly Conferences 

5.1. Active Participation – subsequent to last promotion
	Date 
	Name 
of 
Conference 
	Place of 
Conference 
	Subject of  Lecture/

Discussion 
	Role 

	November 2019.
	An evening in honor of Prof. Yosef Salmon's book Ye Shall Not Walk in their Statutes
	Zalman Shazar Center, Jerusalem
	“Who is a Zionist? Haredi Leaders with Nationalist Bents"
	 speaker

	July 2019.


	BAJS Conference: "What is a commentary?",


	Oxford University, Oxford, UK
	“The Laws of Menstrual Impurity according to the Rebbe of Sanz-Klausenberg as a Test Case"
	 speaker

	March 2019.
	A conference on Torah Creativity in Galicia,

The Bar Ilan and Haifa Universities, Israel 
	National Library, Jerusalem
	"Between Conservatism and Revolution: Beit Ya'akov of Cracow – the Cradle of Haredi Girls' Education"
	 speaker

	July 2018
	​​​Conference of the Jewish Law Association
	Lomonosov State University of Moscow, Moscow 
	“"Shaming under the Auspices of the Court: Community Law vs. State Law"
	 speaker

	March 2018


	The PARDES conference on Varieties of Voices and Identities in the Jewish World,
	The Michlala Jerusalem College
	"Between Openness and Conservatism: Beit Ya'akov in Poland and in the Land of Israel"
	 speaker

	August 2017
	17th World Congress of Jewish Studies
	Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem
	"The Custom of Women's Hair Shaving in Hungarian and Galician Hasidic Groups"
	 speaker

	July 2017
	Shaming: Old Contents in New Vessels?
	Law and Business Conference, the Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya
	"Jewish Law as Source of Inspiration for the Regulation of Libel and Shaming in Contemporary Social Media"
	 speaker

	July 2016
	The 19th  Bi-annual International Conference of the Jewish Law Association 
	The Tel Aviv University Faculty of Law
	"The Dilemmas of Jewish Law regarding Shaming in the Social Media"
	speaker

	July 2016
	The 19th  Bi-annual International Conference of the Jewish Law Association 
	The Tel Aviv University Faculty of Law
	"The Dilemmas of Jewish Law regarding Shaming in the Social Media"
	speaker

	May 2016
	International Conference on: Israel’s East European Lineages: Russian and Polish Jewish History, Zionism, and Israeli Political Cultures
	Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, US
	"Continuity and Change in the ideology of Beis Yaakov between Poland and Israel"
	speaker

	December 2015
	Seminar on Haredi Women
	Israel Democracy Institute, Jerusalem
	"Ideological and Theological Perspectives on the Haredi Woman's Status"
	speaker

	2014
	Conference on: Chief Rabbis between Religious Leadership and Political Leadership
	Bar Ilan University, Ramat Gan
	"National Halakhah: The Path of Rabbi Shlomo Goren in Ruling Halakhic Questions of National Import"
	speaker


5.1.   Active Participation – prior to last promotion 
	Date 
	Name 
of 
Conference 
	Place of 
Conference 
	Subject of  Lecture/Discussion 
	Role 

	July 2013
	16th World Congress of Jewish Studies
	Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Jerusalem
	"Ultra-Orthodoxy, Language and Identity: The Haredi Struggle against Modern Hebrew"
	speaker

	June 2012
	Conference of the Departments of Jewish Thought 


	Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Department of Jewish Thought
	"Bodily Cleanliness: Between Halakhah and Hasidism"
	speaker

	2010.
	34th Conference of Jewish History
	Zalman Shazar Center, Jerusalem
	"Menstrual Impurity – The Status of Women in later Hasidic Halakhic Rulings"
	speaker

	December 2009
	International conference on "Halakhah as an Event
	
	"From ideology to Halakhah: The Haredi Struggle against Modern Hebrew",
	speaker

	August 2009
	15th World Congress of Jewish Studies
	Hebrew University of Jerusalem
	"Between Permitted Stringencies and Forbidden Stringencies: The Halakhic Principle and a Case Study"
	speaker

	2009
	Forum of Halakhic Research, The Institute of Jewish Studies
	Hartman Institute, Jerusalem
	"'It is Easy to Prohibit' but 'We Don't Have the Power to Prohibit It' The Chicory in the Coffee Polemic"
	speaker

	2009
	presentation at the "Halakhah as an Event" research group
	Van Leer Institute of Jerusalem
	"Women Sustainers in Haredi Society – From Ideology to Halakhah"
	speaker

	 June 2008
	"Stringency – Is it Really the Best Way Out of a Ruling? – On the Approach of Rabbi Hayim of Sanz to Halakhic Stringencies"
	Lander Institute, Jerusalem
	"Stringency – Is it Really the Best Way Out of a Ruling? – On the Approach of Rabbi Hayim of Sanz to Halakhic Stringencies"
	speaker

	June 2007
	Oral Law Conference
	Lander Institute, Jerusalem
	"The Transformations of 'The Wall Parable': Three Authors, Three Meanings"
	speaker

	November 2007
	Conference on: "Haredim and Haredism in Israel"
	Van Leer Institute of Jerusalem
	"Openness and Conservatism in the Theory of Haredi Girls' Education"
	speaker


5.3.   Organization of Conferences or Sessions – subsequent to last promotion
	Date
	Name of 
Conference 
 
	Place of  
Conference 
	Subject of Conference
	Role 

	February 2021 
	Seminar: Jerusalem of Heaven and Earth
	Ono Academic College 
	 Multidisciplinary Jewish Studies
	 Convener


5.4.   Organization of Conferences or Sessions – prior to last promotion 
	Date
	Name of 
Conference 
 
	Place of  
Conference 
	Subject of Conference
	Role 

	2012-2013
	Open Seminars on Oral Law
	The Lander Institute of Jerusalem
	Jewish Law
	Convener 


6. Invited Lectures\ Colloquium Talks  

6.1  subsequent to last promotion

	Date 
	Place of Lecture 
	Name of Forum 
	Presentation/Comments 

	January 2021
	Zoom
	Research workshop on Halakhah and Kabbalah
	The Custom of Shaving Married Women's Hair – A Case Study for the Relations of Halakhah, Kabbalah and Hasidism 


6.2  prior to last promotion

	Date 
	Place of Lecture 
	Name of Forum 
	Presentation/Comments 

	January 2013
	Van Leer Institute of Jerusalem 


	Seminar on: Ultra-Orthodoxy Between Modernity and Post-Modernity
	"Conservative in Word and Open in Action: Practical Halakhah in the Leadership of Rabbi Yekutiel Halberstam of Sanz-Klausenberg"

	2011
	Van Leer Institute of Jerusalem
	The Forum of Ultra-Orthodox Research
	"Rabbi Yekutiel Halberstam of Sanz-Klausenberg – An Ultra-Orthodox Authority in an Era of Change"

	May 2008
	Lander Institute, Jerusalem
	Comment on: Daniel Sperber, The Path of Halakhah – Women Reading the Torah, New Book
	"The Great Dilemma of Halakhic Decision Making"

	March 2008
	Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Institute of Advanced Studies
	A lecture in the research group 'Toward a New History of Hasidism'
	"The Status of Women in Hasidism in the Light of the Writings of Rabbi-Rebbes"


7. Research Grants 

7.1. Grants Awarded

	Role in Research 
	Co-Researchers 
	Topic 
	Funded by/ Amount 
	Year 

	PhD student 
	
	“Rabbi Hayim of Sanz: His Halakhic Ruling in View of his Intellectual World and the Challenges of his Time” (dissertation)
	Presidential Award, Bar Ilan University 200,000 NIS 
	2000-2004 



	MA Student
	
	Gender studies
	Hebrew University?
	1996-1997

	Student
	
	Jewish Family Law
	The Institute of Rabbinic Advocates, full tuition
	1992-1993


7.2  Submission of Research Proposals – Not Funded 
	Role in Research 
	Co-Researchers 
	Topic 
	Submitted to
	Year 
	Score 

	Main researcher 
	
	"In the Turbulence of Revolutions: Five Educational Ideologies of the Beit Yaakov School System for Girls"
	ISF 
	2019 
	Very good 


8. Teaching 

Courses taught subsequent to last promotion (a selection)
	Year 
	Name of Course
	Type of Course  
Lecture/Seminar/ 
Workshop/High Learn Course/ 
Introductory Course (Mandatory) 
	Degree 
 
	Number of Students 

	2020-2021
	Sources of Jewish Law – Halakhah vs. Conflicting Values
	Lecture, mandatory for students of Jewish Law
	MA
	c.70

	2019-2021 
	Challenges of Modernity: Changes and Movements
	Lecture, mandatory course 
	MA
	50-70

	2015-2016, 2019-2021
	Family in Jewish Law and Theology
	Seminar
	MA
	c.25

	2017-2021
	The Mosaic of Israeli Jewish Identities
	Lecture; mandatory course
	MA
	10-20

	2017-2018
	Introduction to Jewish Law
	Lecture; mandatory course
	MA
	c.50

	2016-2017
	Dilemmas of Law and Ethics in Jewish Thought
	Lecture
	MA
	c.20

	2016-2017
	The Haredim: Men, Women and Community
	Lecture
	BA
	c.25

	2019-2020
	"The Religious Wars" between the old Yishuv and the New Yishuv
	Lecture; mandatory for students of Israel Studies
	BA
	c.25

	2017-2020
	Research Methodologies in Jewish Studies
	Lecture; mandatory course
	MA
	c.50

	2015-2020
	Religion, Zionism and Modernity – Law and Ideology
	Seminar
	MA
	20-40

	2016-2017
	A Religious Movement in Transformation: Between Early and Later Hasidism
	Lecture and seminar; mandatory course
	MA
	c.30

	2011-2013, 2015-2017
	Changes in the Status of Jewish Woman: Between Tradition and Modernity
	Lecture and seminar
	MA
	20-50

	2014-2015
	From settlement to Sovereignty: Religion, Zionism and the State of Israel
	Lecture
	BA
	c.25

	2014-2015
	Jewish Modern Movements
	Lecture and seminar
	MA
	c.30

	2019-2020
	"The Religious Wars" between the old Yishuv and the New Yishuv
	Lecture; mandatory for students of Israel Studies
	BA
	c.25

	2017-2020
	Research Methodologies in Jewish Studies
	Lecture; mandatory course
	MA
	c.50

	2015-2020
	Religion, Zionism and Modernity – Law and Ideology
	Seminar
	MA
	20-40

	2016-2017
	A Religious Movement in Transformation: Between Early and Later Hasidism
	Lecture and seminar; mandatory course
	MA
	c.30

	2011-2013, 2015-2017
	Changes in the Status of Jewish Woman: Between Tradition and Modernity
	Lecture and seminar
	MA
	20-50

	2014-2015
	From settlement to Sovereignty: Religion, Zionism and the State of Israel
	Lecture
	BA
	c.25

	2014-2015
	Jewish Modern Movements
	Lecture and seminar
	MA
	c.30


9. Professional Experience 
1. Ono Academic College, 2020-present: Head of Jewish Law Studies Program.

2. Ono Academic College, 2020-present: Chair, the committee  for the awarding of excellent seminar papers.   

3. Olam Shalem, 2018-2019: Membership in steering committee, Jerusalem and Diaspora educational Project, 2018-2019.

4. Israel ministry of education, 2013: Academic counseling for the textbook: Tradition and Revolutions: Tradition and Modernity in World and Jewish Histories (for matriculation exams).

5. The Jewish Agency and Pelech High School of Jerusalem, 1995-1997: "Partnership 2000": Preparation of study program on "Women in Modern Society" (sourcebook for teachers).
10. PUBLICATIONS 
10.1  PhD Dissertation
PhD in Jewish Philosophy at the Bar Ilan University (2005). Doctoral thesis title: “Rabbi Hayim of Sanz: His Halakhic Ruling in View of his Intellectual World and the Challenges of his Time”. Supervisor: Prof. Avi Sagi (2005).
10.2  Articles - subsequent to last promotion
10.2.1 – journal articles
1. "Building the Land in a Haredi Spirit: The Activist Approach of the Klausenburger Rebbe on the State of Israel and the Role of the Haredim", Bein Dat, Leom Vaaretz (Religion, Nationalism) 1 (2014), pp. 224-240 (Hebrew).

2. "Perfecting the World or 'Sheer Madness': The Practice of 'Bodily Cleanliness' as a Case Study of the Relationship between Hasidism and Halakhah", Jerusalem Studies in Jewish Thought 24 (2015), pp. 235-272 (Hebrew).

3. "Between Oblivion and Revival: The 'Case of Bruriah' in the Halakhic and Ideological Discussion in the Modern Period", Da'at: Journal of Jewish Philosophy and Kabbalah 83 (2017), pp. 407-442 (Hebrew).

4. "Between Oblivion and Revival: The 'Case of Bruriah' in the Halakhic and Ideological Discussion in the Modern Period", Da'at: Journal of Jewish Philosophy and Kabbalah 83 (2017), pp. 407-442 (Hebrew).

5. "From Ideology to Halakhah: The Haredi Struggle against the Hebrew Language", Studies in Judaism, Humanities, and the Social Sciences 1,2 (2018), pp. 33-58 (Hebrew).

6. "Supervised Shaming: Contemporary Jewish Law Facing the Challenge of Social Networks", Diné Israel 33 (2020), pp. 21-54.
7. "At the Heart of Two Revolutions: Beit Ya’akov in Poland and in Israel, between Neo-Orthodoxy and Ultra-Orthodoxy", in: Polin: Studies in Polish Jewry 33 (2021), pp. 339-370.

 10.2.2  - Chapters in books 

8. "'The Authority of the Generation': Rabbi Yosef Shalom Eliashiv", The Gdoilim: Leaders Who Shaped the Israeli Haredi Jewry, Hebrew University Magnes Press 2017, pp. 780-806 (Hebrew).
9. "Hasidism and Halakhah", in: "Or Hozer" [=Reflected Light"]: Hasidism and its Values (Avishar Har-Shefi, ed.), Ramat Gan: The Bar Ilan University Cathedra of Hasidism, 2021 (in print).

10. "Triumphs of Conservatism: Beit Ya'akov’s Role in the Paths of Seclusion and the Scholar Society in Poland and in Israel", in: From Europe’s East to the Middle East: Israel’s Russian and Polish Lineages, (Kenneth Moss, Taro Tsurumi and Benjamin Nathans, eds.), University of Pennsylvania Press (in print; English).

11. The chapter "Halberstam, Hayim", in: The Online Hebrew Encyclopedia (Asa Kasher, ed.), (in print).

12. "Obedience to the Law on the Part of the Religious Court: The Controversy between Rabbis Daichovsky and Sherman on the Force of the Israeli 'Presumption of Sharing' as a Case Study", in: Moshe Hellinger, ed., Obedience and Disobedience in Jewish Tradition (temporary title), Bar Ilan University Press, Ramat Gan (Hebrew; in editing).
10.3  Articles – prior to last promotion

10.3.1 – journal articles
1. "Menstrual Impurity and the Status of Women: The Halakhic Ruling of the Rebbe of Sanz-Klausenburg as a Case-Study", Da'at: Journal of Jewish Philosophy and Kabbalah 61 (2007), pp. 113-135 (Hebrew).

2. "The Great Dilemma in Halakhic Ruling: Between the Distress of the Individual and the Needs of the System", Akdamot 21 (2008), pp. 203-214.

3. "'The Parable of the Walls': Three Transformations", Jerusalem Studies in Hebrew Literature 23 (2009), pp. 99-132 (Hebrew).

4.  "'The Violation of the Torah Is Its Fulfillment': Ultra-Orthodox Ruling against the Halakhah for the Emendation of the Sinners – R. Hayim of Sanz as a Case Study", Tarbiz 78:4 (2009), pp. 555-591 (Hebrew).
5. "'I Shall Work': Ultra-Orthodox Women Shouldering the Burden of Breadwinning: Its Justifications and Consequences", Tarbut Democratit 14 (2012), pp. 45-92 (Hebrew); Democratic Culture 14 (2013), pp. 7-74 (English).

6. "Between 'the Nature of the Woman' and 'the Authority of the Husband': Haredi Educational Ideology and the Limits of Torah Study for Girls", Zehuyot 3 (2013), pp. 97-123. 
10.3.2  - Chapters in books 

7. The Rebbe as Rabbi: Halakhah and Kabbalah in the Writings of two Posek-Rebbes of the Sanz Dynasty", in: Yedidiah Stern and Joshua Friedman, eds., Rabbis and Rabbinate: The Challenge, vol. 2, Am Oved and the Israel Democracy Institute, Jerusalem 2011, pp. 871-934 (Hebrew).
