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The Development of Underground Activity and
Guerrilla Warfare in the Gaza Strip and the
Complexities of Combatting It

Joel Roskin

Clandestine and underground activity and guerrilla warfare in the Gaza Strip
have been continuously developing over the past four decades. Underground
activity began in the 1980s with the establishment of a smuggling route via
clandestine tunnels between the Egyptian and Gazan sides of the divided city
of Rafah. Today Hamas oversees a vast network of different types of tunnels
intended for military engagement with Israel.

The development of the Gaza tunnel networks, mainly within a sequence
of calcareous and sandy palaeosols, is the story of a combination of geological,
historical, political and military geographical factors. The shallow subsurface
geology in many parts of the Strip makes tunneling easy. At the same
time, these factors also pose significant difficulties for tunnel detection and
destruction using military, geo—-technological engineering techniques.

Underground activity in the Strip developed along many stages. Israeli
decision makers failed to comprehend fully the potency of the underground
threat and the complexities of developing a holistic toolbox of military,
technological and engineering solutions. The futile response of the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) in effectively identifying and destroying the tunnels
motivated Hamas to remarkably expand the underground network for
defensive and offensive engagement with Israel. This paper reviews these
developments and the reasons behind them, and discusses the complexities of

combatting them.
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