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/RANK ‘AS UNPAID BAiLEES: [Bra] surely chis implies, [if they A man once sold an ass to his neighbour. Said the latter, ‘I will
mform him,] ‘T have completed it," they rank as paid bailees. 4~ take it 1o that place, if it is sold, it js well; if not, I will return it to
“No. [Deduce thus:] But if they say, ‘Bring money and then take you." He went, but it was not sold. and on his way back it wag
your property,” they are paid bailees.s Bur what if they declare, accidentally injured. On his going before R. Nahman; he held him
T have completed 1,6 [do] they rank as unpaid batlees? If so,  Jiabje. Thereupon Raba raised an objection to R. Nahman; If they
tnstead of teaching, BuT 1F THEY DECLARE, 'TAKE YOUR PRO-  gre damaged on the outward Journey, he is liable; but cxempt if
. PERTY AND THEN BRING US MONEY,' THEY RANK AS UNPAID  on the retyrn journey, because he is tegarded as a paid baileel—
- BAILEES; let it teach the case of ‘T have completed it',7 from which ~ He answered: The return journey of this person is an outward
. 'take your property’ follows a fortiori8—Jt js particularly necessary  journey. Why so? It js common-sense. For if he found 3 pur-
. to state the case of ‘Take your property,’ for I might think that  chaser on his return, would he not sell jc?
he is not even an unpaid bailee; * hence we are told [that he is]. ‘KEEP [THIs ARTIGLE] FOR ME, AND I WILL KEpp fanorHEr]
Others say, R. Nahman b: Papa said: We too have learnt FOR-YOU," HE RANKS Ag A PAID BAILEE. But why so? Is it not
- likewise: BuT 17 THEY DECLARE, 'TAKE YOUR PROPERTY aND a trusteeship wherein the owner [is pledged to the service of the
- THEN BRING US MONEY', THEY RANK ag UNPAID BAILEES.  ‘bailee]?1—R, Papa said: It means chat he proposed to him, 'kerp
" Surely the same holds good if he says, I have completed it'l*  [qmis ARTICLE] FOR ME foday, AND 1 wiLy, KEEP [ANOTHER]
_No. The case of "Take your property’ is different. - FOR YOU to-torroy,' + S : -
Huna Mar, theson of Meremar, [sitting] before Rabina, opposed Our Rabbis taught: [} A propeses to B,} ‘Keep [this article]
two Mishnahs to each other and reconciled them. We learnt, yr _for me and ' will- keepJan-articl] foryou': lend me, and I will Jend
[P THEY'DECLARE, 'TAKE YOUR PROPERTY Ann THEN BRING.  you'; 'keep [this article] for me, and I will lend you [another]'; ‘lend
US MONEY,’ THEY RANK A¢ UNPAID BAILEES, and [presumably],  me, and | will keep [an article] for you'—in all these cases they
the same holds good if he informs him, T have finished it.’ But rank as paid trustees. Byt why 50? Is it not a trusteeship wherein
the following contradicts jt: If the borrower mstructs him [sc.  the owner [is pledged to the service of the batlee]?—Said R, Papa;
the lender] to send [the ammal], and he does so, and it dies [onthe It means that he proposed to him, ‘Keep [this article] for me to-day,
road befare reaching him], he is fesponsible forit. Thesameholds  and I will keep [an article| for you to-morron.’
good when he returns it/ — And he reconciled them by the dictum There was a company of perfume sellerss of whom each day a
of Rafram b, Papa in R. Hisda's name: This was stated only if he [different ] one baked for ail. Qne day they said to one of them, ‘Go
eturned it within the period of the loan; but if after, he is not  and bake for us,’ “Then guard my robe,’ he rejoined. Before his
iable. ; return it was stolen through their negligence; so they went before
The scholars propounded: [Does it mean, Heis not liable asa R, Papa, who held them responsible. Said the Rabbis to R. Papa;
'orrowet, yet liable as a paid bailee; .or pethaps, heis not evena By why? Is it not a trusteeship wherein the owner fis pledged to
aid barlee?—Said Amemar- Logically it means that he js exempt  theservice of the bailee]? Thereupon he was ashamed., Subsequently
om the liabilities of a borrower, but is responsible as a paid batlee; it was discovered that just then he {the owner] had been drinking
i since he has beneficed, he must: give benefit in return.3 © ¢ beer." Now, on the view that he [sc. the bailee] is not Liable for
It has been' taught in accordance with Amemar: If one takes negligence when the owner [1s pledged to the service of the bailee],
sods from a tradesman [on approval] to send them [as a gift] it is well: on that account he was ashamed. But on the view that he
his fatherinlaw, and stipulates, 'If they are accepted, Iwillpay  is,? why was he ashamed? — But fie happened thus:] That day was -
u their value, but if not, T will pay you 1ts goodwill benefic;' +if  por his [for baking], yet they requested him "Go bake for us,’ to
%y are accidentally damaged on the outward journey, he is  which he rejoined, ‘In return for my baking for you guard my
ble; * bt exempt if on the reryrn journey, because he is regarded
a paid bailee. 2

T g

{4) Though the owner knows that it i ready for remaval, the 4 present,
R0 remding as responsible a5 befare, Then by analagy, in the case of abor- b (1) Having undertaken to pay for them in case they are, accepted, they are
er. even when the period of the loan expires he remains just ag responsible  accounted in the meantime his property, {2} [Since he basno longer any inten-
richin the period, {5} Because they benefit by holding the article uncil tion of buying them, the goods cannot be accounted any more his property,
Woney is paid. (6) Without stating that they hold it against payment,  and his ligbility can arise only in consequence of the goodwill he enjoyed, which
"iz,, that even then he ranks a3 an unpaid bailee, {8 IThe ranks as an ~ makes him rank as a paid bailee, even though the tradesman had actually

ud bailee even when he merely informs him that he has completed it, recetved payment for thig benefit. How much mare should this be the cage with
out stating that ke relinquishes his hold upen it, surely the same holds a gratuitous borrowar.] {3} V. infiw 94e; 50 here eoo: whilat the bailee has the
when he explicitly informs the owner that he can take it! areicle in his care, the owner 18, under the conditions of trusteeship agreed
For 'Take your property’ may imply that he refuses all further Tespongi- npon, in the service of the bailee, {4) So that the trusteeship and the owner's
“—an unpaid batlee is lighle for negligence. (z) v, supra 814, and notes, reciprocal service are not contemporaneous, (5} Lit., ‘dealers in aloe’,

nd hold himself responsible until it reaches the owner, {4) Le, forthe ¢ (1) Le., he had not ¥et commenced baking, so was not in thejr service, Thys
t 1 derive from my father-in-Jaw's knowledge that T desired to make him R, Papa’s verdict wag just, after all. { 2) V. fnfra gga,
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His enemies’ (Nahum 1, 2). Said God to them: ‘I wrote
in My Torah, " Thou shalt not take vengeance, nov beav
‘any grudge” against Israel; but in respect of the nations
—dAvenge the children of Isvael, etc. (Num. xxx1, 2).2

Similarly it is written, Ye. shall not try the Lord your

God (Deut. v1, 16), yet GOD DID PROVE ABRAHAM:?

4. AFTER THESE THINGS — misgivings were ex-
- perienced on that occasion.! Who then had misgivings ?
Abraham, saying to himself: ‘I have rejoiced and made
all others rejoice,® yet I did not set aside a single bullock
or ram for the Holy One, blessed be He.’ Said God to
him: ‘I know that even if thou wast commanded to offer
thine only son to Me, thou wouldst not refuse.’” According
to R. Leazar who maintained that the employment of
wa-elokim® where Elohim would suffice intimates, He and
His Court, it was ithe ministering angels who spoke thus:
‘This Abrabam réjoiced and made all dthers rejoice, yet
did not set aside for God a single bullock or ram.’ Said
the Holy One, blessed be He, to them: ‘Even if we tell
him to offer his own son, he will not refuse.’

Isaac and Hm_ph:”mo_ were engaged in a controversy: the
latter argued, ‘I am more beloved than thou, because
I was circumcised, at the age of thirteen’; while the other
retorted, ‘I am more beloved than thou, because I was
circamcised at eight days.” Said Ishmael to him: ‘I am

! The Bible is ful] of predictions against Israel, unless they reformed,
The Rabbis, of course, w.qm-.n fully aware of this, and in the present passage
- they did not mean to fteach that God is partial and favours Israel, bt
rather expressed their confidence that even when Israel sinned timely
repentance would avert disaster, whereas the idolaters would never
repent.—Y . T. observes: In the illustration it may be assumed that the
teacher did not in fact pervert judgment, etc., but that it merely appeared
so to his disciple. In the same way, God never disobeys His-own moral
law, even when to man it appears so.
2 The answer to the difficulty is not explicitly given but is left to be
inferred from the general tenor of the preceding remarks, To try God
is = sign of inadequate faith, whereas God tried- Abraham in order to
strengthen his faith in Him (Y.T').
* A play on "ghar’ (after), which is now connected with hirkur, misgiving.
* At the banquet in honour of Isaac’s weaning.
¥ And God; in the present case EV. ‘that Ged’.
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more beloved, because 1 could have protested, yet did
not.” At that moment Isaac exclaimed: ‘O that God would
appear to me and bid me cut off one of my limbs! then
1 would not refuse.’ Said God: ‘Even if I bid thee sacrifice
thyself, thou wilt not refuse.’ (Another version: Said
Hmram&. to him: ‘I am more beloved than thou, since
H. was circumcised at the age of thirteen, but thou wast
circumcised as a baby and couldst not refuse.’ JIsaac
retorted: ‘All that thou didst lend to the Holy One
_ur.wmmmn_ be He, was three drops of blood. But lo, T am moﬁu
thirty-seven years old,* yet if God desired of me that I be
slaughtered, 1 would not refuse.” Said the Holy One,

blessed be He, “This is the moment !’ Straightway, G o p

PID PROVE ABRAHAM.)

5- Wherewith shall T come before the Lovd, and bow
E.hﬁm.mw before God on high (Micah vi, 6)? R. Joshua of
Siknin said in R. Levi’s name:- Though this passage was
[apparently] said about Mesha, king of Moab,? yet it refers

~to none but Isaac. For it says, ‘Wherewith shall I come

before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high’® . .

Shall I give my Jirstborn for my iransgression, the fruit o\w
my body for the sin of my soul? (Now in the case of Isaac
the deed was not actually done, yet He accepted it as

m.,ronmw it were completed, whereas in the case of Mesha
It was not accepted.)?

6. Tuar Gov pip PrOVE (NISSAH) ABRAHAM. R.
Jose the Galilean said: He exalted him like a ship’s ensign
! Sarah was .nmam&q years old at his birth

and a hundred and tw -
m@mﬂ years at her death, which, according to the %mvvmm.mﬂwm nmmwmﬁwﬁ_
by shack when she was wrongly informed that Isaac had been sacrificed—
infra, Lvi, 3. * Who sacrificed his son as a burnt-offering. The

verse continues: Shall T give my firsthoryy for ;
the incident v, 11 Kings n1, 27, ore Jor my Frausgression. For

% The bracketed Passage is added from cur
| - edd. Y. T.: The followi
verse goes on to say that God requires man To do justly, and to N“Mm

to Him,
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