El Hadj Ali manigue’ Bangoura born in Tolkoch 1895.

El hadj Ali mangue’ Bangoura born in Tolkotch – Taigbe Kamala 1895.  
george Bangoura born in Tolkotch – Taigbe Kamala ~  1930
Abou Bacar Petro Bangoura  the last heir, born 1953 
[image: ][image: ]
One of the most striking sculptures which emerged from the Katako hoard is of an elderly female baga , of a height of 102 cm. The statue whose face is a collage of a human and a Nimba , with exaggerated  breasts and genitalia proclaiming age and maturity, depicts the Baga ideal of a great mother. A mother who gave many births and now as an elder is nourishing her community.
Her face and breasts were polished by countless caressing hands, whose ritual repetitive movements of top to bottom, from the cheeks downwards to the breasts could be easily traced.
When illuminated as intended by the flickering light of natural flames, the true nature and power of the statue becomes apparent. A mother who solemnly holds a dead child body in her stretched hands, in a gesture of compliance, dignity  and grief. 
[image: ]This work was later joined by three additional pieces from the Guinean First Lady Henriette Conte estate. Forming  of a group of four major works all clearly by the same hand.

As was commonly the case, the rendering of the human ear was the artist personal mark, stating authorship without compromising the work’s liturgical powers. Other characteristics became apparent such as the quest of portraying  the human emotion, as is apparent in the power figure of the elder requiring total obedience, or the young disciple solemnly offering a tribute.  




The community elders which were consulted  identified the artist as Manique Bangoura a renowned artist from Faraba ,( River Nunez delta ) who later Islamized and performed the Journey to Mecca.
In a trip to Hadj Bangoura birthplace we were fortunate to meet his grandson Abou Bachar Petro Bangoura born in 1953, who still maintain his grandfather’s profession and supplies the local communities with the paraphernalia needed to ensure the continuation of the Community tradition.
[image: ]Perto Bangoura is the son of George Bangoura ( hadj Bangura’s son ) was also a known Baga sculptor, Petro Bangoura proudly see himself as the heir of his grandfather’s legacy and  takes extra  pride in using  the later handcrafted chair which he cherish. 
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