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Abstract
Youth involvement in violence and delinquency has received widespread attention in the research and theoretical literatures. However, little is known about the involvement of adolescents in political violence in general and among minority youth in particular. The current study aim to examine the mechanism that underlies each of the violent act and exploring the similarities and differences in the contribution of each of the individual factors (such as religiosity and school commitment) and parental factors (such as family SES and parental control) to predict each behavior.  
A large-scale representative sample of 814 male students from East Jerusalem aged 12–18 participated in the study. Information was collected from the students through a structured, anonymous self-report questionnaire. 
We found that more than half of the participants reported that they were involved in one type of political violence (55.1%) and serious physical violence (58.8%) during the previous year. Furthermore, the results indicated that youth involvement in serious physical violence is significantly and positively associated with political violence. Still, these two behaviors were predicted by different set of risk and protective factors. For instance, while greater parental control predicted lower levels of political violence, no significant associated was found between parental control and youth involvement in physical violence. 
The results of the current study showed that Arab youth from East Jerusalem are highly involved in political and severe violence acts. Intervention efforts should focus on the risk and protective factors associated with each of the behavior including parental involvement and investment is school activities. 
Keywords: Adolescences, Serious physical violence and political violence, religiosity, parental control, impulsivity
Introduction
Extensive theoretical and empirical efforts have been made to identify the risks and protective factors for violent behavior among majority and minority groups throughout the world (Eldering & Knorth, 1998; Henry et al., 2001; Mesch et al., 2008; Schmitt-Rodermund & Silbereisen, 2008). However, there has only been very limited research on youth involvement in political violence as perpetrators (Baier, 2018; Pauwels & De Waele, 2014). Most previous studies in that field have explored the effects of living in war and conflict zones on the physical and psychological well-being of children (Abdel-Khalek, 1997; Abu-Kaf et al., 2017; Dubow et al., 2019; Ferguson & Cairns, 2002; Haj-Yahia, 2008; Kar, 2019; Lavi & Slone, 2012; Shalhoub-Kevorkian, 2014).
While many previous studies have examined the factors that may lead youth to be violent (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015; Loeber & Farrington, 2012; Massarwi & Khoury-Kassabri, 2018), little is known about the factors that predict youth actual involvement in political violence. For example, in one of the few studies conducted among Arab male youth from East Jerusalem, Khoury-Kassabri et al. (2015) found that the participant reported on high level of involvement in political violence. However, contrary to what might be expected, they found that the more religious the adolescent the less he was involved in political violence. Interestingly they found that there is a positive and significant association between involvement in political violence and youth reports on their “traditional” violence behaviors, such as physical violence and violence toward property. 
This study aims to fill the gap in the literature by using a large and representative sample of Arab male adolescents from East Jerusalem and explore their involvement in both severe physical violence and political violence. Furthermore, the study aims to identify the mechanism that underlies their antisocial behavior by exploring the effects of risk and protective factors identified in the literature as being related to each of the violent acts explored in this study. The factors are driven from integration of various theories including Social Bond Theory (Parent-child association, attachment to religion, commitment to school and work, General Strain Theory (family SES), and General Theory of Crime (level of Impulsivity). 
Youth involvement in Traditional and Political Violence: What is Known? 
During the last few decades, many previous studies have explored the effects of exposure to traditional (Covey et al., 2020; Haj-Yahia et al., 2021; Stansfeld et al., 2017) and political violence (Abdel-Khalek, 1997; Dubow et al., 2019; Lavi & Slone, 2012; Smith et al., 2002) on children and youth physical and psychological wellbeing. The results of these studies revealed that children and youth who have been exposed to violence – both traditional and political – have been known to suffer from anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, among other adverse symptoms (Dvir Gvirsman et al., 2014, 2016; Ferguson & Cairns, 1996; Huesmann et al., 2017; Lavi & Slone, 2012; Shalhoub-Kevorkian, 2006, 2014; Siegel et al., 2019; Slone, 2008). They can even experience impaired moral development (Ferguson & Cairns, 2002; Garbarino & Bronfenbrenner, 1976).  Furthermore,  the effects of exposure to ethnic-political violence on youth involvement on aggression was explored in various studies that showed that  ethnic-political violence increases the tendency of those exposed to behave more aggressively toward everyone  (Boxer et al., 2013; Dubow et al., 2019; Huesmann et al., 2017).
Despite the rich examination of the effects on young people as victims of political violence, however, relatively less research and theoretical attention has been directed at young people’s active involvement in political violence, while many have focused on motivations and attitudes (see also, Frounfelker et al., 2019; Pauwels & De Waele, 2014) 
Pauwels & De Waele (2014) were among those who paid special attrition to youth actual involvement political violence, exploring two types of involvement – interpersonal political violence and political violence towards property (political vandalism). Based on a large-scale sample (2,879) of Flemish adolescents and young adults, they tested the contribution of risk and protective factors to levels of their involvement in political violence. Despite their contribution to our understanding of youth motivations to participate in political violence, they have focused only on political violence. Thus, our ability to explore the similarities and differences between traditional and political violence with respect to the mechanizing underlies each behavior remained limited (see also, Shrestha & Jenkins (2019), for discussion youth involvement in political violence in Nepal). 
Baier’s (2018) report is among the few works focused on both youth extremist attitudes and behavior (right wings, lest wings and Islamic racialization) and attitudes and perpetrating general violence among students from Germany. However, because of the low levels reported by youth with respect to actual involvement in political violence, the predictive factors were tested only with respect to attitudes. The results reported showed that the influencing factors of violence-accepting and extremist attitudes in adolescence confirm that the risk and protective factors for violence and radicalization are to some extent the same, although for Islamic extremism there are in part also different findings  (Baier, 2018, p. 45). 
 	As indicated earlier, political violence and armed conflict represent global threats to children and youth, and this is even more prominent  in conflict zone like Israel. Children and youth in Israel in general, and in East Jerusalem in particular, are exposed on the ongoing Palestinian-Israeli conflict. 
הנסיבות בהם גדלים ילדים יהודים וערבים בישראל, מאפשרים לנו לבחון בצורה מעמיקה את המאפיינים שמשפיעים על מעורבותם באלימות פוליטית, ולבחון לעומק את הדמיון והשוני בין התנהגות זו לבין מעורבות באלימות רגילה. גם בישראל, נערכו לאורך השנים מספר מחקרים שהתמקדו בתופעה זו 

In Israel, several research works have focused of youth involvement in political violence.  One of these important studies is the one conducted by Slone (2003), who investigated the motivations for political violence of 348 Jewish adolescents and 277 Arab youth  from Northern Israel. In that study, Arab youth reported higher motivation than Jewish youth to express themselves politically via most of the non-violent and violent acts explored in the study. It was also found that for most of the participants there was a stable motivation-activity (reaction in riot situation) pattern. 
Shechory & Laufer (2008) in their study of 262 Jewish Israeli adolescents  who participated in legal and illegal activities during the resistance to the Gaza evacuation found that, contrary to previous results related to delinquency, higher parental attachment and involvement levels were associated with greater involvement in illegal ideological activities. 
Another important study in that respect was conducted by Khoury-Kassabri et al. (2015). Their study was among the few works in the field that examined the prevalence of youth involvement in delinquency and political violence simultaneously and to explore the predictors that are associated with each behavior focusing mainly on the effect of parental control and religiosity. The results showed that first, that they are interrelated. Traditional and political violence were negatively and significantly associated with parental control,  this association was mediated by religiosity, for all violence types explored. 
Despite their contribution all three previous studies who were conducted in Israel were all based on a small sample size of youth and focused on a limited number of predictors. Except for Khoury-Kassabri et al. (2015), the other studies have focused only on motivations and involvement in political violence. Therefore, the questions regarding the extent to which their findings also apply to the study of general violence remains unanswered. 
גורמי סיכון וחוסן למעורבות באלימות פיזית ופוליטית? 
המחקר הנוכחי יבחן את תרומתם של מאפיינים שנמצאו מרכזיים בניבוי התנהגויות עברייניות ואלימות בקרב בני הנוער. תרומתם של גורמים אלו תבחן גם לגבי ניבוי המעורבות של בני הנוער באלימות פוליטית. שאלה זו מעניינת מאחר שמעבר לבחינת הקשר בין שני סוגי האלימות, היא מאפשרת לנו לבחון את הדמיון והשוני בין התנהגויות מבחינת תרומתם של מאפיינים אישיים ואישיותיים של הילד (גיל, מידת דתיות, מידת אימפולסיביות, תעסוקת הנער) ומאפיינים משפחתיים (פיקוח הורי, השכלת הורים) (Baier, 2018).  בחינה זו מבוסס על ההנחה כפי שהעלה Beelmann et al. (2017, p. 444, as cited in Baier, 2018)  
Political and other acts of violence can be to explain to a large extent by similar factors. Arguing the youth who uses violence and aggression as a means of conflict resolution and thus show a dissocial personality may thus be at higher risk for using violence to solve political issue and at higher risk for radicalization. 
המחקר שלפנינו מבוסס על אינטגרציה בין מספר תיאוריות שמאפיינות את המעורבות של בני נוער בפשיעה בכלל ובפוליטית בכלל. בבסיס בחינה זו עומדת תיאורית הפיקוח החברתי של הירשי (Hirschi, 1969)
Distinguished between attachment to parents, commitment to school, involvement, and conventional beliefs as important elements that restrain an individual from committing acts of (violent) crime.
ניתן לציין מספר גורמים שנמצאו בספרות המחקרית כקשורים עם עבריינות בגיל הנעורים. 
גורם ראשון הוא פיקוח הורי. אחד מהרכיבים בתיאוריית הפיקוח החברתי של הירשי הוא מידת ההתקשרות של הנער לסוכני סוציאליזציה חיוביים (Hirschi, 1969). בהקשר זה, גורם משמעותי אפשרי בהסבר ההתדרדרות של נערים לחיי פשע הוא מידת המעורבות של ההורים בחיי הנער והקשר שלו אליהם (Statland-Vaintraub et al., 2012). התמונה העולה ממחקרים רבים תומכת בטענה זו, כאשר נמצא כי מעורבות הורית גבוהה וקשר חיובי של ילדים עם הוריהם קשורים עם התנהגות נורמטיבית (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015; Lederman et al., 2004; Pearce et al., 2003; Sousa et al., 2011). 
עוד גורם חיברות משמעותי בחייהם של הנערים הוא בית-הספר. התקשרות חיובית עם בית-הספר ומחויבות למטרותיו מהוות מוקד חיובי בחייו של הנער ועשויות להשפיע עליו לטובה (Hirschi, 1969). לטענה זו ניתן לדלות מהספרות תימוכין רבים בהקשר של פשיעת נוער, כאשר נמצא במחקרים שונים כי חוסר מחויבות לבית-הספר קשור עם התנהגות עבריינית בשנות הנעורים (Jenkins, 1995; Statland-Vaintraub et al., 2012; Unal & Cukur, 2011).
Similar trend was reported with respect to political violence. In a study among Muslim youth it was found that bad school grades were significantly an positively associated stronger agreement with violence accepting and extremist attitudes (Baier, 2018). 
גם מקומה של התעסוקה, אשר עשויה למלא את ימיהם של בני-נוער בפעילות חיובית ובעלת משמעות, נידון בספרות המחקרית, וממנה עולה כי לתעסוקה בגיל ההתבגרות יש בדרך כלל השפעה חיובית על פשיעה ועבריינות, ולכל הפחות לרוב אין לה השפעה שלילית. כך למשל, נמצא כי תעסוקת בני נוער אינה מובילה להתנהגות עבריינית ולחוסר מעורבות חברתית (Gottfredson, 1985), ושבתנאים מסוימים היא אף מפחיתה התנהגות עבריינית והתנהגות אנטי-חברתית (Chan, 2019; Modestino, 2019; Monahan et al., 2013). גם ההשפעות של חוסר תעסוקה נבחנו, כאשר נמצא כי אחד הגורמים לפשיעה בקרב נערים שחורים באנגליה קשורה עם אבטלה וחוסר מעורבות חברתית (Achinewhu-Nworgu et al., 2013; Cotte Poveda & Martinez Carvajal, 2019; Karyda & Jenkins, 2018). 
A much smaller literature exists on the relationship between youth unemployment and different types of political violence (Bhatia & Ghanem, 2017; Caruso & Schneider, 2011; Shrestha & Jenkins, 2019). Nevertheless, similar to traditional violence, also for political violence, unemployment increases the likelihood for youth involvement in political violence. For instance, Caruso & Gavrilova (2012) found that Palestinian youth unemployment is positively and significantly associated with political violence (Benmelech et al., 2012; Saleh, 2004, 2009). These results are in line with the Routine Activity Theory assuming that work involvement might serve as guardian against crime and will decrease youth opportunity to be involved in anti-social behavior. 
גורם משמעותי נוסף שבא לידי ביטוי בחייהם של בני- נוער רבים, אשר כלפיו הם יכולים לפתח תחושות מחויבות שתשאיר אותם על דרך הישר, הוא הדת. השאלה האם ישנו קשר בין רמת דתיות להתנהגות עבריינית בכלל ואלימות פוליטית בפרט הינה מעט שנויה במחלוקת, אך ניתן לומר כי בדרך כלל התשובה היא חיובית (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015). בהקשר של פשיעת נוער, נמצא שככל שהנער יותר דתי כך הוא נמנע יותר מפעילויות עברייניות, כמו אלימות פוליטית ושימוש בסמים (Chu, 2007; Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015; Salas-Wright et al., 2012), וכי דתיות אף משמשת כגורם מגן מפני ביצוע מעשים לא חוקיים בעקבות לחץ חברתי (Desmond et al., 2011). עוד נטען כי האפקט של אמונה דתית על התנהגות בעייתית של בני-נוער חזק יותר כאשר הנער לא רק מחזיק באמונה דתית פרטית, אלא גם מעורב בחיים דתיים עם גורמים דתיים חיצוניים נוספים (Salas-Wright et al., 2012). ספציפית בהקשר של אלימות פוליטית, ממחקר שנערך בישראל בקרב נערים ערבים ממזרח ירושלים, רמות גבוהות של דתיות נמצאו כקשורות עם רמה נמוכה של אלימות פוליטית (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015).
גורמים אישיים וסוציו-דמוגרפיים
גורם אישי ראשון שנידון בספרות כקשור עם עבריינות הוא רמת האימפולסיביות של הנער. נהוג לאפיין התנהגות אימפולסיבית כמורכבת מארבעה אלמנטים: פעולה מתוך דחפים חזקים, אי-מחשבה על תוצאות המעשה, חוסר התמדה ונטייה לחיפוש מתמיד אחר ריגושים. ההשפעה של תכונות אופי אימפולסיביות על התנהגות של בני-נוער ברורה לפי העולה מהספרות המחקרית – ישנו קשר חיובי וחזק בין המשתנים, כך שככל שהנער אימפולסיבי, כך הוא מעורב יותר בהתנהגויות עברייניות (Vitulano et al., 2010), התנהגויות אנטי-חברתיות (Moffitt, 1993) ובריונות (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2019).
This personality trait is relevant to criminological theories focusing on self-control, whereas impulsivity reflects a dimension of low self-control that increases youth likelihood for risk taking and involvement in anti-social behaviors (Hirschi & Gottfredson, 1990).
In line with the results related to general violence, Pauwels & Schils (2016) found that young people with higher levels of impulsivity were involved in more interpersonal political violence and political violence towards property.
גיל ידוע כאחד הגורמים הקשורים באופן החזק ביותר עם פשיעה, כאשר ישנה הסכמה רחבה לגבי שתי עובדות: רמות הפשיעה מגיעות לרמה הגבוהה ביותר בשנות ההתבגרות, ולאחריהן מתרחשת ירידה קבועה (Steffensmeier et al., 2020). החלוצים בתחום זה היו Hirschi & Gottfredson (1983), שהראו עוד בשנות השמונים של המאה הקודמת שקשר זה הינו חזק ואינו מושפע ממשתנים חברתיים ותרבותיים אחרים. ישנן עדויות לתופעה גם בישראל, כאשר נמצא למשל כי ככל שהנער צעיר יותר כך הוא מדווח על יותר מעורבות בפעילויות אלימות כלפי בני גילו (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2009), ושתלמידי חטיבות ביניים מדווחים על יותר קורבנות מתלמידי תיכון (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2004).
גורמים נוספים שנידונו בספרות המחקרית כמנבאים עבריינות הם מצב כלכלי והשכלת הורים. ממרבית המחקרים שבחנו את השפעת המצב הכלכלי עולה תמונה ברורה – מצב כלכלי נמוך מוביל להתנהגות אגרסיבית, אלימות ופשיעה בקרב נערים (Fergusson et al., 2004; Heimer, 1997), וכן ספציפית לאלימות פוליטית (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015).
 Applying Agnew’s General Strain Theory (GST), low economic status can be viewed by youth as stressor that can lead to negative emotions, especially anger and frustration, these may lead to violence as a coping mechanism (Agnew, 1992).
כפי שעולה מעיון בספרות המחקרית בתחום, אין בנמצא הרבה מחקרים אשר התמקדו בלעדית בהשפעה של השכלת ההורים על התנהגות עבריינית של ילדיהם. עם זאת, אותרו מספר מחקרים שבחנו קשר זה, והתמונה שעולה מהם אינה מספקת תשובה ברורה. מצד אחד, ישנן ראיות לכך שהשכלת ההורים קשורה עם הפחתה ברמות הפשיעה בקרב ילדים (Stattin & Magnusson, 1989), ושנוכחות של הורים על השכלה, אפילו בסיסית, מפחיתה את הסיכוי שילדם יבצע עבירת אלימות (Loureiro et al., 2009). מצד שני, במחקרים אחרים נמצא שלמשתנה זה אין קשר משמעותי עם פשיעת בני-נוער (Levitt & Lochner, 2009), ובאחד מהם אפילו נמצא שהשכלה גבוהה יותר של ההורים נמצאת בקשר עם רמות גבוהות של פשיעה בקרב ילדיהם (Harris-McKoy & Cui, 2013). הסבר אפשרי לחוסר ההתאמה בין הממצאים הוא שייתכן שהשכלת הורים משפיעה לטובה רק על ביצוע סוגים מסוימים של עבירות, ולגבי אחרים, לכל הפחות אין לה השפעה כלל (Eitle, 2006). לסיכום, מהסקירה עד כה עולה שיש חוסר משמעותי במחקר שהתמקד בשתי התופעות האלו בו בזמן ובחן את הדמיון והשוני בינם מבחינת תרומתם של גורמי הסיכון והחוסן בניבוי כל אחת מהן. המחקר הנוכחי משלב בין מספר תפיסות תיאורטיות לבחינת גורמי הסיכון והחוסן למעורבות בני נוער בהתנהגויות אלו. התיאוריה המרכזית שעומדת בבסיסה המחקר הנה תיאורית הפיקוח החברתי של הירשי שמניחה שהתנהגות הפרט באלימות ועבריינות תהיה נמוכה יותר ככל שהיש לו התקשרות טובה יותר עם גורמים חשובים בסביבתו כמו הוריו, התקשרות לדת, יש לו מחויבות ללימודים, והנו בעל אמונות שאינן תומכות בפשיעה , אמנות שיכולות להשתקף בתפיסות דתיות שאוסרות על מעשים מעין אלו. נוסף אליה משתנים שמקורם בתיאוריות כמו הפעילות השגרתית (אבטלה ותעסוקה), שליטה אישית (אימפולסיביות) או GST (מצב כלכלי) יבחנו גם הם. 
The Current study
The present study proposes an integrated theoretical framework that explains the involvement of Arab youth from East Jerusalem in general and political violence. The study seeks to examine the variation among youth from East Jerusalem in their levels of involvement in traditional and political violence and to identify the factors that underlie their antisocial behavior.
בכדי להבין את מרכזיותו של מחקר זה חשוב להציג את תמונת המצב אודות מעורבותם של בני נוער באלימות בכלל ופוליטית בפרט, והמגמות שמאפיינות אותה. לפי נתוני משטרת ישראל, עד שנת 2017 נרשמת מגמת ירידה בכמות תיקי הנוער, אך בשנת 2017 חל שינוי במגמה זו ונצפתה עליה של 7.3% בכמות תיקים אלו, המהווים 7.4% מכלל התיקים שנפתחו באותה שנה . תת-קבוצה בולטת בהקשר זה היא אוכלוסיית הנערים הערבים בישראל. לפי נתוני המשטרה, צעירים ערבים מעורבים ב-54% ממקרי פשיעת הנוער, כאשר הם מהווים רק 27% מאוכלוסייה זו, מה שמלמד על ייצוג יתר שלהם באוכלוסיית עברייני הנוער (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015). בולטים במיוחד בהקשר זה הם בני-נוער ממזרח ירושלים.
אוכלוסיית מזרח ירושלים כוללת כשלוש מאות אלף תושבים ערבים, כאשר רובם המכריע של תושבים אלו הינם מוסלמים. אוכלוסייה זו מהווה קצת יותר משליש מאוכלוסיית ירושלים כולה, ומתוך אוכלוסיית הילדים (גילאי 10-14), ילדים ערבים-מוסלמים מהווים כ-40%.  הפרטים באוכלוסייה זו מזהים עצמם כחלק מהחברה הפלסטינית, והם אף אינם מוגדרים כאזרחים ישראלים, בניגוד לפלסטינים אחרים שמתגוררים בישראל (Khoury-Kassabri et. al, 2015).
הסכסוך המתמשך בין ישראל לפלסטינים משפיע לרעה על היבטים חברתיים, כלכליים ופוליטיים בחייהם של הערבים בישראל, ובמיוחד כאשר מדובר על תושבי מזרח ירושלים. בהשוואה לאוכלוסייה היהודית בישראל, האוכלוסייה הערבית הכללית מאופיינת בשיעורים גבוהים של עוני ואבטלה, וההוצאות הממשלתיות עבורם בתחומים של חינוך, בריאות ורווחה נמוכות יותר (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015). בקרב תושבי מזרח ירושלים היבטים אלו באים לידי ביטוי ביתר שאת, ובנוסף לכך הם גם סובלים מתנאים סניטריים ירודים, שיעורי נשירה גבוהים מבתי-הספר, הישגים חינוכיים נמוכים ובאופן כללי חוסר גישה למשאבים כלכליים (Choshen et al., 2012; Shalhoub-Kevorkian, 2014; Yair & Alayan, 2009). מאפיינים אלו בחייהם של תושבי מזרח ירושלים הערבים, יחד עם אירועים פוליטיים נפיצים שאירעו בשנים האחרונות, כמו המבצעים הצבאיים בעזה ושיגורי הטילים אל עבר יישובי הדרום, השפיעו על הפגיעות של אזרחים ממזרח ירושלים בכלל ונערים בפרט להיות חשופים לפשיעה ומעורבים בפשיעה, ובמיוחד בביצוע מעשי אלימות על רקע פוליטי (Khoury-Kassabri et. al, 2015). 
כדוגמה לתופעה זו ניתן לציין את מגמת ההסלמה באירועי זריקות אבנים במזרח ירושלים. על פי נתוני משטרת ישראל, נרשמו בשנת 2008 קצת יותר מ-1,000 אירועים של זריקות אבנים במקום זה, ומאז נרשמה בכל שנה עלייה במספר אירועים אלו, עד לשיא של 5,562 אירועים בשנת 2015. מדובר בתופעה מסוכנת המאיימת על שלום הציבור וביטחונו בעיר, ובנוסף, ישנן השלכות שליליות על מעורבותם של נערים בעבירה מהסוג הזה. החשש שעולה הוא שמעורבות בפעילות שכזו תהווה מבואה לקריירה עבריינית ולהתפתחות התנהגות אנטי-חברתית בזירות חיים אחרות של אותם נערים.
Summary of Hypotheses 
1. Positive and significant association is expected between youth involvement in serious physical violence and political violence. 
2. Higher levels of parental control and religiosity are associated with lower levels of involvement serious physical violence and political violence.
3. School commitment and work involvement will be negatively associated with traditional and political violence. 
4. The older the adolescent and the lower their parental education SES the higher the level of involvement in both traditional and political violence.


Methodology
Sample 
The overall sample was designed to represent Arab-Palestinian male students in grades 7 to 12 from East Jerusalem, Israel. Two stage cluster sampling was used, at the first stage 11 out of 26 overall schools were sampled. At each school, two classes were selected randomly from each grade level, and all of the students in the selected classes were asked to participate. 
The total sample comprised 814 male students aged 12–18 (M = 14.48 , SD = 1.48). The approximate response rate was 93%. 
Data Collection
	Information was collected from the students through a structured, anonymous self-report questionnaire which they completed in the classroom under the guidance of a research assistant. Confidentiality and anonymity were ensured for all participants. The questionnaire, informed consent forms and instructions were reviewed by the author’s university and by the Israeli Ministry of Education. Before the study began, school principals sent consent forms and letters to the parents informing them of the study goals and the questionnaire. Parents had the option to refuse participation on their child’s behalf. The approximate refusal rate of parents was two percent. The students were free to withdraw from the study at any time for any reason. The approximate refusal rate by the students was five percent. 
Measurements 
Dependent Variable
Two dependent factors will be explored in the current study: Youth involvement in political violence and serious physical violence. 
Political violence. This variable was assessed using a modified version of the scale developed by Khoury-Kassabri et al. (2015) to measure Arab youth involvement in political violence in east Jerusalem. The current scale included seven items (α = .90) (e.g., “You have thrown stones at police or army vehicles”). 
Serious physical violence.  This variable was assessed using three items (α = .77) (e.g., “I threatened someone with the idea of seriously hurting him/her”) from the self-report delinquency (SRD) scale originally developed by Elliott & Ageton (1980). We used the Arabic version of the scale, which has been used by Khoury-Kassabri et al. (2015).  
Participants were asked to indicate how many times they had perpetrated serious physical violence and political violence against others during the last year. Responses ranged from 0 (never) to 4 (more than 10 times). Both scales were based on the means of their items.
Independent Variables
The current study examined youth individual factors (age, work, religiosity and commitment and impulsivity) and family factors (social control and family SES).
Religiosity. Was measured using 13 items of the scale developed by Pickering et al. (2011) and used by Eseed & Khoury-Kassabri (2018) among Arab students in Israel. Five items referred to relationship (such as "Reading my faith's book of truth assists me in developing a bond with God") which were measured on a five-point Likert-type scale ranging from 1 = never to 5 = very often. Eight items refer to retribution and request  (such as God will make my life difficult if I misbehave" and "I pray as often as I can", respectively). For these items, adolescents were asked to indicate their level of agreement on a four-point Likert-type scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree). A composite religiosity measure (α = .90) was created by standardizing the items and computing their mean score. 
Impulsivity. Adolescents’ impulsivity was measured using three items from the Teen Conflict Survey (Bosworth & Espelage, 1995). These items measure the frequency of such impulsive behaviors as lack of self-control, difficulty sitting still, and trouble finishing things. Respondents were asked to indicate how often they engaged in certain impulsive behaviors using a five-point Likert-type scale ranging from 1 (never) to 5 (always), and the scale was based on the mean of the items (α = .73).
Commitment to School. The scale developed by Hirschi (1969) and used among Israeli youth by (Fridman-Teutsch & Attar-Schwartz (2019) was used to measure students’ commitment to school and included five items, such as “How important to you personally is getting good grades?” The response scale was on a five-point Likert-type scale ranging from 1 = never to 5 = to a large extent. The scale was based on the means of their items.
Parental Control (Attachment and Involvement). The scale developed by Hirschi (1969) and used among Israeli youth by Shechory & Laufer (2008) was used to measure youths’ relationships with their parents. The scale consisted of 10 items, such as “To what extent do you spend time with your parents?” The response scale was on a five-point Likert-type scale ranging from 1 = never to 5 = to a large extent; The scale was based on the means of the 10 items.
Socio-demographic characteristics. We measured age, work (0 = No and 1 = Yes), family’s economic situation (ranging from 1 = very low to 5 = very high) and mother’s and father’s education levels (ranging from 1 = elementary school to 5 = undergraduate degree or above) were composited to create parental education measure.  
Data Analysis 
Using SPSS 21, we first examined the descriptive data related to youth involvement in serious physical violence and political violence. Second, bivariate analyses were conducted to test the relationships among young people’s involvement in serious physical violence and political violence and the independent variables. The correlations among all other variables were also tested and are presented in Table 1. A series of hierarchical multivariate regression models were estimated to predict each of the dependent variables (Tables 2 - 3): serious physical violence and political violence. We added the predictors to the regression in a sequential manner, following a hierarchy from the adolescents' individual factors (age, work, religiosity and commitment), followed by child risky factors (impulsivity and violence), and family factors (social control and family SES) in the third step. 
Results
Descriptive Statistics  
The findings show that more than half of the participants indicated that they were involved in one type of political violence (55.1%) and serious physical violence (58.8%) during the previous year. On a scale ranging from 1 (never) to 5 (always), the mean of children’s reports of impulsivity was 2.44 (SD = 0.95). On a scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree) the average of perceived parental attachment and involvement was 3.60 (SD = 0.79), and commitment to school was 3.71 (SD = 0.99). The mean of youth contact with the police was 0.34 (SD = 0.59) on a scale range from 1 (never) to 2 (three times or more). Most of the participants indicated that they do not work (86.6%). The average scores for father’s and mother’s education were 3.05 and 3.37 (SD = 1.20 and SD = 1.22), respectively, on a scale ranging from 1 (elementary school) to 5 (undergraduate degree or above); and the average score for family’s economic situation was 3.27 (SD = .79), on a scale ranging from 1 (very low) to 5 (very high).
Bivariate Analysis  
The results presented in Table 1 show that adolescents who indicated that they work reported on higher levels of involvement in both violent types compared to those who don’t work. It was found that the higher the adolescent’s impulsivity the higher were their reports of involvement in serious physical violence and political violence.
The results presented in Table 1 show also that level of religiosity, commitment to school and parental attachment and involvement all play a protective factor for youth involvement in both serious physical violence and political violence. All these factors were negatively and significantly associated with both serious physical violence and political violence. 
The results show that older youth were more involved than younger youth in serious physical violence, while no significant association was found with political violence. 
Interestingly, family economic status was not associated with either type of violence. While parental education was correlated negatively and significantly only with youth involvement in political violence. 
Multivariate Regression 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tables 2 and 3 present a multivariate hierarchal regression for predicting adolescents involving in political violence and serious physical violence. The findings presented in Table 2, refer to youth involvement in political violence and show that political violence is higher among youth who are involved in serious physical violence.  
The results presented in Table 2 show that parental education and youth attachment to parents are significantly and negatively connected to adolescents reports on involvement in political violence. It is important to note that this relationship was found to be significant even after controlling for youth involvement in serious physical violence. Youth work was marginally positively significant (p=.055). The overall variables explain 56.2% of the variance in adolescents' involvement in political violence. 
Interestingly, the results in Table 3 show that a different set of variables explain youth involvement in serious physical violence, expect to the positive associated reported earlier between this variable and youth involvement in political violence. The results show that youth involvement in serious physical violence is negatively associated with their level of commitment to school. Furthermore, the results show that higher levels of youth involvement in serious physical violence are among youth with higher levels of impulsivity.
Interestingly, the results show that the higher the family income the more the youth reports on their involvement in serious physical violence. Contrary to the finding regarding political violence, parental control and education was insignificantly associated to youth involvement in serious physical violence. The predictors in that model explained 56.2% of the variance in youth involvement in general violence.  
Discussion
While many theoretical and empirical attention was paid toward identifying the risk and protective factors associated with violence towards persons (see, e.g., Gottfredson, 1985; Hirschi, 1969; Jenkins, 1995; Moffitt, 2003; Salas-Wright et al., 2012), less frequently, these theoretical  and empirical frameworks were applied to explain individual differences in political violence. Furthermore, our knowledge on actual youth involvement in political violence and its association with youth involvement in severe violence is still limited. To fill this gap in the literature, the present study, based on a large and representative sample of Arab males from East Jerusalem, explored Arab youth involvement in both political and severe physical violence and examined similarities and differences in the contribution of each of the individual factors (such as religiosity and school commitment) and parental factors (such as family SES and parental control) to predict each behavior. Based on the literature, we assumed that there will be a correlation between political and traditional violence among youth as both are based on criminogenic propensity. Furthermore, we also assumed that some of the risk factors known to affect youth involvement in serious crime will also affect their involvement in political crime. Yet, this nexus between political and regular crime isn’t a full match and our results suggest that while this nexus share similar risk and protective factors, yet there is also uniqueness and differences between the two phenomena.   
Overall, youth in our study reported on high level of involvement (more than half) in both political and serious physical violence. These results are consistent with previous finding reported among Arab youth from East Jerusalem (see, Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015) and with police reports on high levels of Arab youth from East Jerusalem involvement in violence (Central Bureau of Statistics, 2021). 
However, comparing these levels to finding of studies conducted among Arab youth in Israel (not from East Jerusalem) revealed a significant gap between the two groups. For instance, Massarwi & Khoury-Kassabri (2017) found that 28.4% of the adolescents reported that they had perpetrated serious physical violence against others during the last month. These significant differences might be explained by the measurement differences between the studies whereas previous works focused on the last month prior  the study (see, Benbenishty & Astor, 2005), while this work referred to the last year. Another interpretation for this gap might be related to the socio-economic situation of the Arab population in East Jerusalem. This population is particularly disadvantaged, with higher levels of unemployment, more limited access to economic resources, poorer educational attainment, higher dropout rates from school, and poor sanitation as well as other economically depressing conditions (Choshen et al., 2012; Shalhoub-Kevorkian, 2014; Yair & Alayan, 2009). 
Political and Traditional Violence Similarities and Differences. 
As expected, the results of the current study showed that youth who are involved in serious physical violence are more likely to be involved in political violence (r=.756). These findings are in accordance with previous studies focusing on the association between both behaviors (Beelmann et al. 2017, as cited in Baier, 2018) or motivations for being involved in each of them (Baier, 2018; Benmelech et al., 2012; Fergusson et al., 2004; Loureiro et al., 2009; B. Saleh, 2009; Vitulano et al., 2010; Pauwels & De Waele, 2014). These results have an important contribution to our understanding of young youth involvement in political violence. As indicated by Khoury-Kassabri et al. (2015), these finding emphasizes that youth involvement in both political and serious physical violence are part of their general involvement in risky behaviors including violence and delinquency.  
Beyond exploring the association between these two behaviors, the current study aimed to shed light on the similarities and differences in the effects of major risk and protective factors on each of the behaviors. 
Interesting results were found in exploring this question. On the one hand, the results showed that both violent acts are similarly affected by various predictors such as impulsivity and parental control. On the other hand, we found that while severe physical violence was significantly and negatively associated with commitment to school, political violence was insignificantly associated with these factors. Additional differences were found in respect to the effect of youth work, that was significantly associated with political violence but not with severe physical violence. 
Youth Individual Risk and Protective Factors  
Consistent with our hypothesis and many previous works mainly exploring violence and delinquency, we found that the more impulsive the youth the more likely to be involved on both political and severe physical violence (see, Hirschi & Gottfredson, 1990; Pauwels & Schils, 2016). Impulsive youth act in spur of the moment and they don’t think clearly of the consequences of their behaviors. This is an important result because it gives some indication that similar to sever violence, youth involvement in political violence in many cases is an impulsive act conducted in a sudden and done without earlier planning. 
Interesting differences were found with respect to the effect of commitment to school on both behaviors. Consistent with previous works and with Hirschi’s Social Bond Theory we found that the more committed the youth the less he is involved in violence. Youth who have school commitment and positive thoughts about their academic achievements are less likely to commit violent acts.
However, our results indicated that contrary to serious physical violence, political violence was insignificantly corelated to school commitment. An interpretation for this finding may refer to the importance attached to involvement in political violence in the Palestinian society. Youth behavior might be perceived and support as it expresses their resistance to the Israeli occupation. As a results of this perception, youth who are involved in political violone might have high reputation in their society, that might bring them to believe that schooling is less relevant to their future. This interpretation should be tested in future studies. 
Inconsistently with the literature showing that underemployment is a risk factor for young people radicalization (Bhatia & Ghanem, 2017) and that it might increase the development of feeling of collective relative deprivation (Agnew 2016; Wikström & Bouhana 2017) and experience of discrimination increase radicalization and encourage involvement political violence (Pauwels & De Waele, 2014), the findings of this study show that youth's employment is a risk factor for such violence. In particular, what we found is that youth who reported that in addition to studying at school they work are more likely to be involved in political violence that youth who study only. A possible interpretation is that Arab youth that need to work might belong to families in need and therefore employment acts as a risk factor, indicating their family stress and poverty. Also, it might be that employment acts as a protective factor for adults who are expected to be engaged in work, and thus their unemployment might act as a risk factors. 
It is interesting to indicate that for both violent behavior – political and serious violence – insignificant association with religiosity was found, after controlling for other individual and family factors. This is a particularly interesting finding, especially with respect to political violence, that was argued that it is carried out in the name of religion or religious values (Bar-Tal, 2000; Zaidise et al., 2007). Our results show that Arab youth from East Jerusalem are highly involved in political violence, but their behavior is not a result of their level of religiosity, but from other individual and familial factors. 
The results reported here are also different than those reported by Khoury-Kassabri et al. (2015), and might be a result of the differences in the samples used in both studies, while Khoury-Kassabri’s et al. (2015) study was based on a small convince sample of youth at risk from East Jerusalem, the current study is based on a large and representative sample of Arab males from East Jerusalem. 
Family Factors and Youth Violence
Our findings are in accordance with the results and theoretical arguments of previous research, emphasizing the important role of parents in affecting child behavior (Khoury-Kassabri et al., 2015; Lederman et al., 2004; Pearce et al., 2003; Sousa et al., 2011; Statland-Vaintraub et al., 2012). Consistent with our hypothesis, we found that juveniles who have higher levels of parental control are less likely to be involved in political violence and serious physical violence. These findings are mainly based on the assumptions of Hirschi's control theory (Hirschi, 1969; Wong, 2005). According to Hirschi (1969), children who have close relationships with their parents, who have good parental communication and supervision might be less involved in delinquency because they do not wish to jeopardize these important relationships (Kravets-Fenner, et al., 2013; Pickering & Vazsonyi, 2010; Vowell, 2007; Wong, 2005). This seem to be true both for youth involvement in violent crime and political violence and suggest that similar intervention, like improving parental control, would affect both phenomena.  
Limitations
This study is unique in that it examines Arab Muslim youth involvement in both political and serious physical violence. However, it has several limitations which must be to take into account. First, the measurements in this study are based on self-report questionnaires, but no measurement was carried out through additional means, such as official police reports, or parents' reports. Therefore, it was not possible to verify the data by cross-checking them with additional sources. Information from additional informants would be an important aid. 
	Second, the current study focused on Arab males to explore the research question. The focus on Arab males was based on the results of previous studies showing they are significantly more involved in serious physical violence (Khoury-Kassabri, 2019) and political violence (Pauwels & De Waele, 2014) than females. Still, it will be interesting to test the research hypotheses among Arab females. 
	Furthermore, the study focused on a set of individual and family factors to explain the outcomes. individual motives and attitudes may underlie youth political participation and involvement in violence. Such factors should be included in future studies. 
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