Editor's Note
The articles for this issue were collected at a time when it seems as if the world has been rescued from one distress and then entered directly into another. The waves of the Covid-19 have subsided a little, or rather - we have become accustomed to living in their shadow, and instead – new events came and agitated all of humanity. At the center of global attention lies, of course, the unexpected war in Ukraine, which has suddenly reminded everyone that perhaps past wars do not necessarily belong solely to the past. Apparently, we thought that we had fully recovered from the bloodbaths of the twentieth century, just to find out some seventy-five years after May 1945 that these have not disappeared but rather - have taken shape, merely updating some of the weapons. The Russian invasion into its western neighbor reminded everyone that behind the image of Soviet Russia that had historically liberated Eastern Europe from Nazi rule was nothing but an equally cruel regime that took advantage of World War II to take over half of the continent. The West, on the other hand, learning from the experience of its previous wars, has for decades exploited the Russian withdrawal from power positions in Europe to advance its missiles straight into areas where, in the past, there was Russian hegemony. The return of the Cold War that seemed to have completely subsided in the late twentieth century came in full force.
	However, this war, which is raging in Central Europe, and threatens to spread and affect the life of the population of the entire modern world, is not a single event on the globe. Rather, it is accompanied by other wars, which do not always get the same headlines. Thus, for example, over a period of several months, tens of thousands of civilians and tens of thousands of soldiers were killed in northern Ethiopia. Massacres and mass rapes have become almost an integral part of the landscape of that region. Millions of people in this area have become refugees on the verge of starvation, and life in these parts of the country has become impossible. Militias roam the city streets with trucks and kidnap anyone who stands on their feet and is capable of carrying a weapon. Men and children are abducted for military service under poor hygienic conditions. The hostages disappear, and when they are killed, luckily – in battle, no one informs their families.
	The Western world is concentrating, out of deep shock, on Ukraine, completely neglecting what is happening on the Black Continent. But even the State of Israel, that willingly absorbs Jews from Ukraine as well as Russia, completely ignores the terrible plight of Jews who have relatives who were absorbed into Israel and whose borders were closed in northern Ethiopia. The vague disregard towards Africa, that has become part of Western culture, has been adopted by the people of Israel towards their own brothers in that continent. This approach is in total contrast with the 1948 Declaration of the State of Israel; it contradicts the very essence of the Jewish state that has been established in order to absorb every Jew wherever he or she are under distress. This approach also contradicts liberal approaches that many in Israel see themselves as proudly carrying. In this sense, it should be noted that the State of Israel is betraying both its national ethos as well as a liberal ethos that progressive Jews claim to bear. 
	This is the historical background in which several topics are raised in this issue, some of them calling for comparative study between places and periods. The articles presented in the issue cover wide research areas that exist between the Israeli test case and other test cases – worldwide.
	In the first article, Shoham Wexler discussed the impact of the Holocaust on the Jewish ethos of our generation and consequently on the national and political perceptions that dictated the policies of various governments in Israel. Wexler also touches on comparisons with the American Jewish community and sees how different interpretations of the Holocaust create different processes. These, in turn, build partitions between the two major Jewish communities – the one in Israel and the one in the United States. Akiva Bigman too, in his article, refers to the Jewish American community, focusing on the first quarter of the twentieth century. There is no doubt that this historical view can add comparative insights to the understanding of the processes we are witnessing these days, one hundred years later.
	The third author, Haggai Frank, also dives, so-to-speak, decades back, to illuminate with various insights some of the secrets of the Israeli 1948 victory. Frank touches on one dimension of the Czech arms deal – a deal that had Far-reaching military consequences.
	In a different perspective, which looks at educational processes that take place within the school arena, Shenhav Perets examines the perception of self-leadership of middle and high school girls. In an article presenting the results of an in-depth field study, the researcher raises the absence of role models within the school complex. While the institution itself is an ideal foundation for the development of young leadership, eventually a considerable part of the positive effort to encourage this process shatters on the rocks of the human reality of the teachers' room.
	Michal Kalagy, in her turn, takes things one step further, spotting the light on a different age. She examines the case of ultra-Orthodox women who break through to the world of higher education. Who knows; maybe in doing so these young women might eventually become the locomotive that will pull all the carriages of ultra-Orthodox society.
	If any of us need a reminder, in the midst of the current wars in Europe and Africa, as mentioned here, of the behavior of various organizations, in the English section of this issue Stephen Norwood reviews the hesitant way in which the Quakers in England and in the US avoided, during the 1930s, any frontal anti-Nazi policies. In fact, as late as the 1938 Kristallnacht they took a very conciliatory approach assuming that the Nazis could probably be moderated. By doing so, they actually strengthened the Germans' murderous policy.
	The English part of this issue also exposes us to two completely different arenas. In the Russian arena, Olga Trokhinova is taking up the pension reform in Russia in recent years, a reform that has been controversial among the Russian public. She examines how the media worked to promote and encourage changes in society whose rules of democracy were already challenged before the current war in Ukraine. In a completely different arena, Edward Voytenko takes Taiwan – a geopolitically isolated country, as a result of the historical circumstances in which it arose and developed, and shows how the media in this country became a top political and social factor in shaping public opinion. Given that communication today includes, in fact, also the development and maintenance of social networks – we have before us a rather optimistic model of how policy-making can, in fact, return to the hands of the people.
	Resembling,  in nature, the line of articles, the book reviews presented in this issue touch on topics of national resilience – in Israel and around the world. In the Hebrew section there is a book review of Military Historian Anat Stern's book. Stern closely examined the beginning of the establishment of the military judicial system in Israel during the War of Independence. The book presents the foundations of the military laws formulated in the IDF and consequently reflects the beautiful sides of the law and the disagreeable occurrences when military laws were deliberately ignored.  
	In the English section, three other books are reviewed, which also touch on Israeli social resilience in the broadest sense. Ofer Israeli's book on the logical sequence in which wars take place, and especially - the test case of the connection between the Six Day War and the Yom Kippur War, and of course - the war of attrition historically located between the two. We then review here Abraham Sion's book, which systematically and meticulously addresses the great question of the conflict in the Middle East: To whom was the Promised Land promised? No wonder that this book is over 400 pages thick; it is a basic reading for anyone interested in this general subject, that so much blood has been shed in futile attempts to resolve.
	To some extent, the third book reviewed here, the book by Munther Isaac, a Palestinian Christian from Bethlehem, also has a direct bearing on the same issue. Without reading Sion's book - and without understanding the contexts - it is possible that Munther's book will be accepted as it is and add layers to the existing anti-Zionist propaganda. The book review presented in this issue allows the reader a broad contextual perspective so that he can read the book and judge it on its pros and cons.
	This issue, therefore, preserves the tradition by which we connect test cases that belong to a time and place of data and worldviews and theories that are developed by resilience researchers around the world. In the same way, this issue, like the ones published before, contains some raw material for researchers and students from various fields who, in the end, all abide under the study of national resilience.
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