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Special Issue Information
Dear Colleagues,
The Jewish communities in Africa have an ancient Jewish tradition and a rich cultural heritage. Their Judaism was integrated and gained a prominent position within the Jewish and general history of the New Age of this large continent. Research on African Jewry focused mainly on a few large Jewish communities in North Africa, in Ethiopia, and in South Africa. In the past, research was divided into separate fields according to geographical and international boundaries. This Special Issue intends to discuss the Jewish identity of communities all over the continent, in diverse fields and disciplinary approaches.
Identity is shaped and changes as a function of the manner in which we are represented in the social systems surrounding us (Hall, 1996). The dynamic picture of identities is realized in the construct “fluid identity” coined by Bauman Zygmunt (2000). The internal dimension of the identity motivates people, and is expressed in self-identification and identification with the values of the group (Ben-Rafael & Peres, 2000: 9-13; DellaPergola, 2016: 162-163). Immigrants find ways of including their diverse identity and using it wisely in changing social contexts (Hodzi, 2019; Levitt & Glick Schiller, 2004).
Identity in general, and Jewish identity in particular, can be defined on two axes: a diachronic axis that indicates the relation between the present conformation and its past heritage, and a synchronic axis that indicates the broad diverse contexts that influence identity in the present (Sagi, 2016). This Special Issue of Religions will represent the encounter between these two axes. Scholars are invited to submit articles with a scope of up to 8000 words on current topics, as well as topics of historical value, using different methodologies. We hope that these articles will contribute to understanding the dynamic identity of the Jews as individuals and as a collective, in the communities in Africa and wherever they are dispersed, on issues of: tradition and modernity; Jewish education; holidays and customs; religious organizations and institutions; pilgrimage; religious and cultural syncretism; Jewish art; language; religious music; gender; immigration and religion; symbolic boundaries; rite and ritual.
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Manuscript Submission Information
Manuscripts should be submitted online at www.mdpi.com by registering and logging in to this website. Once you are registered, click here to go to the submission form. Manuscripts can be submitted until the deadline. All papers will be peer-reviewed. Accepted papers will be published continuously in the journal (as soon as accepted) and will be listed together on the special issue website. Research articles, review articles as well as short communications are invited. For planned papers, a title and short abstract (about 100 words) can be sent to the Editorial Office for announcement on this website.
Submitted manuscripts should not have been published previously, nor be under consideration for publication elsewhere (except conference proceedings papers). All manuscripts are thoroughly refereed through a double-blind peer-review process. A guide for authors and other relevant information for submission of manuscripts is available on the Instructions for Authors page. Religions is an international peer-reviewed open access monthly journal published by MDPI.
Please visit the Instructions for Authors page before submitting a manuscript. The Article Processing Charge (APC) for publication in this open access journal is 1200 CHF (Swiss Francs). Submitted papers should be well formatted and use good English. Authors may use MDPI's English editing service prior to publication or during author revisions.
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