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Manuscript Revisions

Dear submission team

We are submitting our revised manuscript to the journal American Journal of Dance Therapy. The manuscript title is: "Analyzing therapy logs: Physical clinical manifestations among children with anxiety disorders during dance movement therapy"  Manuscript Number #AJOD-D-21-00011
First, we would like to thank the reviewers and the editor for their essential and helpful comments. We followed the reviewers’ comments and suggestions, and additionally as suggested.
List of revisions:
1.      Describe this as a hypothesis-generating study. The various methods used (eg, CQR, Milner Method, participant observation, etc) should be briefly summarized with references in a separate appendix. - We have described in more detail the different methods, hope it is clearer now
2.      I don't think the "Milner Method" is an actual research method, but go ahead and convince me what it is and why it is such a method. It might better included in the discussion section within an implications paragraph - for instance, since children don't keep sensory or phenomenological journals, therapists have to work in parallel play and countertransference to construct an inner landscape that can then be mentalized with less distortion than that provided by the anxious parent, etc. And please define mentalization.- we add more details about the 'Milner Method' at the 'Research Tools' in addition to that at the discussion we defined mentalization see p.19
3.      Since the subjects were not diagnosed with anxiety disorder, it is not clear what is being treated exactly.  I wonder if the introduction should focus less exclusively on anxiety from a DSM perspective and more on the sort of children who are referred to DMT, among whom may be children with anxiety disorders and then explain the bases of anxiety symptomatology in object relations or attachment insecurity - or on the overlap of anxiety disorders and insecure attachment. That creates a rationale for focusing on relational variables like movement toward and away, merging, etc, as well as transference/countertransference variables. Or better describe how you determined these subjects were anxiety-disordered. We made major revisions in the literature review, focused on attachment patterns and objective relation. In addition to that we describe the anxiety symptoms that the children we treated at suffer from   
4.      Addressing that issue will allow you to modify the intro to include brief descriptions of the attachment insecurity subtypes and anxiety disorder subtypes, which will make your discussion clearer. See this subject in details in p.3
5.      If you focus on children with anxiety who are referred to DMT, you can then explain why it's important for dance therapists to have a more detailed motion/emotion profile to work from and with. That would be the reason for your study. It would also create room for a paragraph that describes DMT, its purpose and method, and its goals in relation to anxiety or relational difficulties. We added a paragraph on the p.3
6.      Clearer outline/paragraph indentations so it's clear to the reader whether you're describing the subjects or the therapist.  (This confusion may be an artifact of the Editorial Manager software, and if so, I apologize.)
7.      The middle of page 3 on my copy shows two sentences that are nearly identical - please eliminate one of them. We made am major change on the chapters of the literature review
8.      Eliminate the first two sentences of the abstract once you've refocused your paper. Replace them with a new topic sentence or two. See the change in p.1 
9.      Please clarify your use of separation-individuation as a theme. My memory of Mahler, Pine & Bergman is that they distinguish distancing and differentiation (separation) from identity (individuation).  Are you talking about separateness, self-cohesion, or autonomy?  I wasn't sure since the words you employed refer to an entire complex theoretical framework. We clarified it at 'Physical and mental manifestations of attachment patterns in anxiety' p.17

We hope you will find our revised manuscript as appropriate for publication in your journal.

Sincerely,
Ayala, Einat & Michal




