[bookmark: _GoBack]My research examined how American obstetrics has come to a situation, where carrying a breech baby ultimately leads to a cesarean delivery, despite no guidelines prohibiting vaginal breech deliveries. Due to the high cesarean rates, this management has been the subject of a long-standing vocal controversy in obstetrics. While the common answer among obstetricians, is that breech births were abandoned following the publication of the Term Breech Trial (TBT) - a large international study in 2000, which stated that a planned caesarean section is safer for the newborn than a vaginal birth - my study reveals that the end of vaginal breech births was, in fact, a long time in the making, and a process of "collective forgetting" was its key driving force. Through this process, American obstetricians have continuously lost the skills necessary for a successful vaginal breech delivery, as well as the motivation to do so. 
[bookmark: _Hlk115982431]Forgetting began in the 1950s, when obstetricians became convinced that breech deliveries were not just rare (3-4% of term babies present with their breech) but hazardous, and that cesarean sections, which became safer and more popular then, appeared as a proper alternative. This have led to a vicious cycle of collective forgetting, as obstetricians began referring their patients to surgery; respectively providing fewer opportunities to practice vaginal deliveries. Since delivering a breech baby required exacting skills, primarily gained through experience, fewer doctors have learned and mastered these skills. Training programs excluded vaginal breech deliveries from their curricula, producing new generations of doctors that hardly ever experienced or observed these births. Obstetricians became less confident in their ability to safely deliver breech babies, refraining from the procedure. By the late-1970s, cesarean section became the modus operandi for breech cases, and vaginal births - a 'dying art,' that only few "old schools" mastered or were willing to.
The controversy over breech management arose in early-1980, after two prospective studies questioned the advantage of cesareans in breech presentations, accompanied by a general public criticism about cesareans' over-use. Consequently, some obstetricians began questioning their extensive use of surgery, attempting to reinstate breech births into practice. Yet, many of them were forced into surgery by their lack of knowledge, their colleagues' resistance, or their anxiety of getting sued over a poor-outcome breech delivery. 
To resolve this controversy during the 1990s, the TBT initiative surveyed breech births throughout the world (so few had remained). providing obstetricians with solid evidence that their long-established management was indeed safer, the study was immediately followed by directives to prohibit the practice of breech births, which were later amended as the TBT's findings proved controversial. The TBT was not the cause for the breech births' disappearance; it merely sanctioned decades of their "collective forgetting".
