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“No Man Impure or Unclean”
? Gentile Impurity in Ancient Judaism and Jewish Christianity 

The project in a nutshell
A reevaluation of the Jewish theological view of Gentiles as inherently impure and defiling, based on Jewish-Hellenistic and early Christian texts dating from the Second Temple period.

Introduction
In advocating Jewish separation from non-Jews, several Jewish sources from the Persian, Hellenistic and early Hasmonean period – such as Ezra 9:11, Jubilees 22:16-19, and I Maccabees 1:46 – stress that the immoral acts of the Gentiles, especially idolatry and various sexual transgressions, generate impurity. Later sources, however, from the 1st century C.E. and onwards – such as Josephus, the New Testament, and rabbinic literature – refer to non-Jews, in addition, as intrinsically impure and defiling, regardless of any possible act. According to this later notion of impurity, any contact of a Jew with a non-Jew required physical purification, in similarity to the accidental contact of a Jew with a defiling substance. 
Academia is deeply divided on this Jewish concept, termed in research “Gentile impurity.” Non-Israeli scholars, especially in the USA, are generally reluctant to admit the very existence of such an intolerant Jewish perception, which viewed non-Jews as “untouchable."
 Indeed, the most recent monograph on the topic, by Christine Hayes, from two decades ago, denies the concept of Gentile impurity in the Second Temple period.
 Israeli scholars, however, beginning with Gedalyahu Alon in 1936,
 acknowledge this concept,
 but fail to explain its source. That is, they offer to see it as a continuum of the attribution of immoral acts to Gentiles.
 Surely, however, there is a huge gap rather than continuity between the previous, non-intrinsic, non-removable and non-contagious impurity, associated with Gentile sins, to the later, intrinsic, contagious yet easily-removed impurity, attributed to Gentiles in person.
 
The debate, however, is led by scholars of rabbinic literature,
 and so the treatment of earlier pertinent evidence in Jewish Hellenistic and early Christian literature, is neglected. This is even though Luke-Acts, John, and several of Paul’s epistles (Galatians, 2 Corinthians, Romans and the Deutero-Pauline epistle to the Ephesians) address this topic, which constituted a major obstacle to the early Christian mission to the Gentiles. Other pertinent Jewish Hellenistic texts are: Testament of Levi, Psalms of Solomon, III Maccabees, Josephus, and the Herodian Temple Warning Inscription.

Shortfalls of current perspectives on this subject and goal of the proposed research
From its post-70 (and 132-136) C.E. perspective,
 it appears that rabbinic literature deviated from the harsher, pre-rabbinic concept of Gentile impurity ( perhaps in similarity to the rabbinic treatment of other, harsh anti-Gentile Jewish concepts.
 Moreover, without the Temple there was no possibility of purification from pre-rabbinic Gentile impurity ( hence there was no practical point in preserving it.
 Hence the greater significance of pre-rabbinic sources in that regard. However, works about notions of purity appearing in early Christian texts did not address this topic or addressed it only in part.

The proposed research, therefore, would review the topic, based mainly on the pre-rabbinic sources, and produce a manuscript for a new monograph on Gentile impurity in the Second Temple period. A new look on Gentile impurity would also open new perspectives on several fields of research, such as: ethnic identity in antiquity; the history of the hatred of Jews; the existence of a Jewish mission; the conceptual obstacles facing the early Jewish-Christian mission to the Gentiles; accelerating factors that led to the collision between the Jews and the Roman Empire.
An example of the evidence in early Christian texts 
In John 18:28, fearing defilement before Passover, the Jewish accusers of Jesus choose not to enter the residence of the Roman Governor in Jerusalem, in order to avoid sharing the same roof with Gentiles. According to Jewish law, only one possible source of impurity defiles all those in the room: the presence of a human corpse. The same notion – avoidance of sharing the same roof with Gentiles – emerges from a reference common to Matthew 8:8 and Luke 7:6,
 where a Roman centurion objects to allowing Jesus to come under his roof, despite his own urgent appeal for Jesus to heal his beloved servant/son. The conclusion is that from a Jewish, cultic position non-Jews were considered as defiling as corpses. I suggest that behind this linkage lies the view – also emerging from several Qumran texts – that all those outside the realm of God are spiritually dead (Matthew 8:22, Luke 9:60). 
Mapping the origin and theological background of the concept of Gentile impurity
As mention above, although generally hostile to Gentiles, I Maccabees is unfamiliar with the concept of Gentile impurity.
 I Maccabees was written in the later part of the reign of Hyrcanus I (135-105 BCE). Josephus (BJ 1:229, Ant. 14:285), however, indicates that in 43 BCE Gentile impurity was already an established concept, thus suggesting that this concept emerged in the later Hasmonean period, alongside other purity concerns that became stronger in this period.

A possible biblical, theological anchoring to the concept of Gentile impurity, relies on the fact that in the Pentateuchal, priestly perception of holiness, the animal world as well as earth’s land are both set on a scale between impurity and holiness: on one side are sacrificial animals and the temple, respectively, ad on the other impure animals and all lands other than the holy land (Joshua 22:19, Amos 7:17, Milgrom, 1991, 721-726; idem, 2000, 1718). It is therefore only to be expected that in relation to people too, there would be a scale between the most holy persons, namely the priests, and… Gentiles  (indeed, see Psalm 79:1, Isaiah 52:1). 
Outputs of the proposed research - a tentative outline
Following an introduction, exploring current approaches in research toward Gentile impurity in the Second Temple period, the opening chapter of the intended manuscript will explore the theological background and references to Gentile impurity in the Bible. 
The second chapter will examine the conceptual association of Gentiles with death, in the Bible, Qumran,
 Jewish Hellenistic literature, the New Testament and rabbinic literature. 
The third chapter will compare the cultic view of Gentiles in pre-Hasmonean Jewish Hellenistic texts and early Hasmonean ones, as opposed to late Hasmonean texts, such as the Psalms of Solomon and the Testament of Levi, and post-Hasmonean texts, such as III Maccabees.

The fourth chapter will focus on the ample body of evidence to the notion of Gentile impurity in texts from the 1st century C.E., namely Philo, Josephus, John, Luke-Acts, Galatians, 2 Corinthians, Romans, and Ephesians.
The fifth chapter will review two sources of impurity, according to rabbinic literature, that might echo the concept of Gentile impurity in the Second Temple period: The Land of the Nations and the Dwelling of the Nations (in the Land of Israel).
 It will also reexamine the reference, in the Mishnah (Pesahim 8.8=Eduyot 5:2) to the debate between the so-called schools of Hillel and Shammai over the type of purification required for a proselyte.
The sixth chapter will touch upon the Hasmonean mass conversion to Judaism – and incorporation into the Hasmonean state – of two Semitic nations: The Idumeans and Itureans. This is viewed by many as a key moment in the development of the rite of passage of Gentiles to Judaism and the emergence of proselyte baptism,
 but it has not been examined in the context of Gentile impurity.
In the seventh chapter, I will address possible objections to the suggested thesis. This will be followed by a concluding, final chapter.     
The contribution of pursuing the research at the Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster
A major and unique suitability of the University of Münster as the appropriate academic venue for pursuing the proposed research lies in the presence of a large ensemble of scholars whose research interests corresponds remarkably with the different aspects of the topic at hand:
At the Institutum Judaicum Delitzschianum, my proposed academic home during the fellowship, Prof. Lutz Doering would provide critical feedback, as a scholar of the Jewish sources of the Second Temple period and early rabbinic sources, and a researcher of the parallels between Qumranic texts and Paul’s letters.
 Also at the institute, Dr. Niclas Förster has written on cultic purity in early Christian texts,
 and Prof. Cornelis de Vos has analyzed the precise section of 2 Corinthians, relevant to this research.
 In addition, the institute’s library, with over 25.000 volumes and online databases, many of which I would not be able to consult in Israel, constitute a valuable academic resource to rely on, together with the Library of the Institute for Jewish Studies. These resources would facilitate an advantageous acquaintance with wider German scholarship on the topic of the research. 
At the OT Seminar, where I plan to give a lecture on my research during the winter semester, Prof. Christoph Nihan, who specializes in Priestly, Biblical purity concepts, would provide a beneficial input regarding the biblical, theological anchoring of Gentile impurity, alongside Prof. Reinhard Achenbach, who has focused on the view of foreigners in the OT,
 and Prof. (Emeritus) Rainer Albertz, who has examined the participation of non-Jews in the temple cult.

At the NT Seminar, where I plan to give a lecture on my research during the summer semester, Prof. Christina Hoegen-Rohls specializes in the Gospel of John and Prof. Eve-Marie Becker in the Synoptic Gospels and Paul’s Letters, two highly important NT sources for this study. Of course, the Evangelisch-Theologische Fakultät being the home of the Institute für Neutestamentliche Textforschung, would help stress significant textual and philological consideration in the context of the NT texts that I shall refer to.
I would also be happy to discuss my research with scholars of the Institut für Biblische Exegese und Theologie (IBET), part of the Katholisch-Theologische Fakultät , such as Prof. Wolfgang Grünstäudl, who specializes in the Gospel of Luke, and Prof. Johannes Schnocks, who has written on ancient Jewish theological perception of death, as well as on Psalm 79, a significant textual witness to the biblical concept of Gentile impurity.

Finally, considering the aforementioned schism between American and Israeli academia over the topic at hand, it is evident that pursuing the research in a “neutral,” European academic milieu is in the best interest of guaranteeing a balanced perspective. 
Schedule
I plan to utilize the 12 months’ stay in Münster for the development of my thesis along the proposed structure for the manuscript, while exchanging views with the academic staff, as well as with students, by teaching a proposed course: “Paul and Luke-Acts on Circumcision and Gentile Impurity.” 

In detail, arriving in Münster in August 2023, I plan to finish the draft of the first two chapters, which concern the relevant biblical evidence, by October 2023, and thus be able to lecture on it at the OT Seminar during the winter Semester. 

By the end of 2023 I hope to finish the draft of the third chapter and by April 1st, 2024, the fourth and fifth chapters, which deal with the NT and rabbinic evidence, and thus I would be able to lecture on these sources and their reflection in my research at the NT Seminar during the summer Semester.

By the beginning of June 2024 I plan to complete chapter 6, leaving chapter 7, which addresses possible objections, as well as the introduction and conclusion parts, to the final phase of the my stay at WWU Münster.
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� Acts 10:28.


� Büchler, 1926; Zeitlin, 1938; Hoenig, 1970; Klawans, 1995. Lemos, 2013, 285, is an exceptional example of a non-Israeli scholar who accepts that the notion of ritual Gentile impurity appears already in the Bible.


� Hayes, 2002. Many later works simply accept Hayes’ view without a question: Thiessen, 2011, Rogan, 2018.


� Translated into English four decades later: Alon, 1977, 146-189.


� The evidence, in any case, appears conclusive. It includes, among multiple proofs, very explicit texts – for example, by Josephus, who refers to the warning inscription that excluded gentiles from the Herodian Temple as “the law of purity” (BJ 5:194).


� Israeli scholars that addressed this topic, from recent time, are Birenboim, 2011; Furstenberg, 2016, 53, 221, 229; and Regev, 2021.


� Take for example a reference in the Damascus Document (4QDa 5 ii 4-7) to the ineligibility for service of a priest who was in captivity among the Gentiles. Since the disqualification is permanent, it cannot be Gentile impurity, which is, as mentioned, easily-removed physical impurity. On this reference see Qimron, 2010, 26, Baumgarten, 1992, Rofé, 2006, and Wacholder, 2007, 56-7.


� Hayes, 2002, 52, Stern, 1994, 53, and, from recent works: Noam, 2012; Balberg, 2014; Furstenberg, 2016.


� For an additional proof in the context of the Temple cult, see my article, Orian, 2016, 188. 


� That is, after the destruction of the Temple in 70 C.E., during the � HYPERLINK "https://www.britannica.com/event/First-Jewish-Revolt" ��Great Revolt� of Judea, and the extensive depopulation of Judean communities as a result of the � HYPERLINK "https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bar_Kokhba_revolt" ��Second Revolt of Judea�.  


� Such as the �HYPERLINK "https://brill.com/abstract/book/edcoll/9789047423096/Bej.9789004162921.i-836_044.xml?crawler=true"�Eighteen Decrees�: Cohen, 1975; Kahana, 1999; Fraade, 1994.


� The fact that the practical implications of Gentile impurity were related to the Jerusalem Temple cult is also relevant to the question of the weight that should be afforded to this concept within the spectrum of Jewish views of Gentiles in the Second Temple period – for example, in the Diaspora, as opposed to Judea.


� Such as Kazen, 2010; Stuckenbruck, 2014, 216-219; Blidstein, 2017; Schaser, 2018; Wilson, 2018; Wassel, 2021.


� On the attribution of this story to Q, see Tomson, 2000, 87; Fitzmyer, 1981, 648-9; Cromhout, 2015, 34, Tiwald, 2020, 70-72.


� See my article: Orian, 2019, 778.


� For a recent summary, see Regev, 2021.


� As many scholars observed, while Qumran texts attribute impurity to all those outside of it, the secluded sect was untroubled by the need to co-exist with Gentiles in particular: Martínez, 2007, Schiffman, 1997, Collins, 2013. 


� On the dating of the Pslams of Solomon to the later Hasmonean and early Herodian period, see Wright, 2007, 1-7 and Atkinson, 2004, 5-6, 12-87, 107-111, 129-144, 175-9. On the dating of III Maccabees to the early Roman period in Alexandria, see my article: Orian, 2017. 


� Note the ‘shift’ of the source of the impurity away from the Gentiles themselves to their homes and lands. To grasp the gap, suffice to recall Peter's speech in Acts 10:28 – "it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to approach anyone of another nation." 


� For example, Cohen, 1999, 109-139; Weitzman, 1999.


� For example, Doering, 2014.


� Förster, 2015.


� Vos, 2014.


� Achenbach, 2011, Achenbach, 2013. 


� For example, Albertz, 2013.


� Schnocks 2010a, 2010b.





