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The article is a nice contribution to the study of 1QM (or M), and the treatment of the Roman

data is nicely done. That said, | do have a few questions, listed below more or less in order of

importance.

1. The main thesis of the article is to demonstrate similarities and differences in trumpet use

between 1QM and what is described in Roman sources, and that is well done. The author’s

conclusion rightfully states that similarities do not demonstrate direct influence (last

paragraph on p. 18, top of p. 19), though they suggest it. Yet when presenting the thesis at

the beginning of the article, the author claims he will seek to demonstrate that there is direct

influence (see paragraph 2 on p. 3). Yet doing comparative work and demonstrating direct

influence are two different, albeit related, theses. To demonstrate direct influence, especially

if it is going to be used as a “test case” for other topics (as suggested in paragraph 2 of p. 3),

more is needed than what is included in the article.

a. A more detailed treatment of the Hellenistic data. It is mentioned only in passing (top of

p. 3), the implied conclusion being that they are not relevant to the article’s thesis. In

fact, the Hellenistic data is central to being able to make conclusions about the relevancy

of Roman period data. Without the Hellenistic data, the reader cannot accurately

evaluate the author’s conclusions about the relevance of the Roman period data to the

compositional history of 1QM. Thus, it should not be treated in such a cursory manner.

The article appeals to Piamenta, Trumpets (pp. 83-87) for further discussion of the
Hellenistic data, which | believe is an unpublished PhD dissertation. Only the
conclusions of that study are given in the present article, but without any summary
of the arguments or reasoning that led to such conclusions. Such summaries ought
to be included in the article, rather than just giving the conclusions that require the
reader to consult an unpublished dissertation. The reader should have the opportunity
to agree or disagree with the author’s position on the relevancy of the Hellenistic

data for understanding 1QM’s literary background.

. The article mentions 1 Macc as a relevant Hellenistic source to the subject at hand.

To the reader whose expertise is not about trumpet use in the military and/or at war,
it is not clear if 1 Macc is the only relevant Hellenistic source or not. Though it is
implied that it is, it should be stated explicitly.



b. The author does not discuss the possibility that the information that made its way into
the Roman sources might in fact be (much?) older than the source itself. (Because of
1QM manuscript date, we know that the parallels with Tannaitic sources does not mean
1QM is from the Tannaitic period.) Do the Roman sources reveal innovations of the
Roman period, or are they descriptions of practices that may predate the Roman period,
stretching back into the Hellenistic period? Without discussing this, the author cannot
make the statement found in the first sentence of his conclusion (point n), that 1QM is
influenced by Roman (period) practices. Same with the very last sentence.

c. The discussion of the points of contact between trumpet use in 1QM and that of trumpet
use in the Temple as described in Tannaitic times does not relate (directly) to the
determination as to whether the author of 1QM was influenced by Roman period
practices/literature (not that the author claims it does). However, it is relevant data if the
goal of the article is to bring to light comparative literature with which one can
understand better trumpet use in 1QM.

Thus the author should be clearer about what the goals of the article are. As it stands, it is

about doing a comparative study. If defined in such a way, the Hellenistic data need not

even be mentioned. If the author wishes to make further conclusions, the above issues need
to be addressed.

2. The article does not address the fact that the different passages on trumpets in 1QM are not
all consistent one with another, nor is there consistency between 1QM and the 4QM corpus.
At aminimum, the article should acknowledge the existence of such differences, and explain
how they are relevant or not for the article’s thesis.

3. On p. 17 the author discusses the role of a specific priest in 1QM, whom he claims is called
either wxan ynon or TNxn ynon. That both titles apply to the same individual is not certain.
TnrN 109N has also been equated with ynxn ynon. See Niels Martola’s article “The Priest
Anointed for Battle” SJS 4 (1983): 21-40 that deals with this issue. The author needs to
explain the rationale for his position. Alternatively, since this matter is not central to the
argument, he could just drop the reference to Tnxn ynoN.

Also, if the role of blowing trumpets in the Roman army was relegated to the Aenatores,
who were considered to be the lowest rank in the army (p. 18), might this not suggest that
similarly the priests in 1QM who blow the trumpets don’t actually have much (any?)
authority over tactical matters? The only reason they are the ones to blow the trumpets rather
than low ranked soldiers is because Num 10:9 demands that trumpets be blown by priests.

4. Under point 7, the author seeks to point out a pattern of ny>pn-ny1In-ny>pn in 1QM.



a. The author does not demonstrate (or illustrate) that such a pattern is found in Tannaitic
literature, only states that it is to be found there along with relevant references. Even for
readers familiar with the literature cited, it would be good to detail how such a pattern
is discernable.

b. The author seeks to explain why 1QM also has nyyn wpn» (8:7), an expression that
appears to downplay a clear distinction between the two, and posits that the nyy n served
two purposes, one being to mark the end of the first phase. But this does not explain why
it is called a mw nyyIn, an expression which suggests there was an earlier nyyn that
was sounded before the end of phase 1

5. The article appeals to Piamenta Trumpets throughout. Personally, I do not think there should
be so much dependence on an unpublished dissertation. At a minimum, | would suggest that
wherever the author points to the relevant literature that is listed in the dissertation, that

instead it be included in the article itself. (For example, see note 6, or 81.)

6. Some minor points:

a. Page 1 paragraph 1, the author says “date of composition” where he means “date of the
manuscript.” Again on p. 18.

b. Page 4, last line, there is a claim that the people in general (oyn) blow the horns. Again
on p. 8, first paragraph after the paragraph heading. Could it be that 1QM means rather
that there was a group of people responsible for blowing horns, known or described as
“those with horns” (m191wn oy)?

C. The author’s understanding of War 3:265-266 (bottom of p. 13, top of p. 14) is not the
only possible reading of the passage. While it can be implied, the Greek does not
explicitly state that the trumpet sounding was for the purpose of encouraging the
soldiers.

d. Inthe first paragraph about differences (p. 17), the author mentions cols. 10-15 (5th line
down). Cols. 10-14 form one literary unit and cols. 15-19 form another. Accordingly,

the reference should be either to cols. 10—14 or to cols. 10-19.
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