Abstract 
A “mixed constitution” is a form of government which encompasses in its structure elements of various regimes. Despite its importance in the political thought of classical antiquity, particularly as a factor liable to promote the highest degree of stability when the composing ingredients in the blending were thought to be found in harmonious proportions, nowadays the concept of the mixed constitution has fallen into oblivion as an analytical tool and survived only (or mainly) as a subject belonging to the history of ideas or to ancient Greek and Roman history. According to the classical paradigm, left unmixed, monarchy, aristocracy and democracy are doomed to decline into their vicious versions – respectively tyranny, oligarchy and ochlocracy (mob rule) or anarchy. This paper explores in depth the present day relevance of the mixed-constitution concept and assesses the possibilities of resuscitating and reactivating it through a different method and taxonomy as an empirical tool (not as a prescriptive remedy) in the analysis of contemporary democracies. As such, it may well apply not only to the analysis of “polities” but also to that of other types of organizations and cultural environments, including commercial companies and academic institutions. The methodology of the presentation is based on a multi-disciplinary approach, combining inter alia aspects of the history of ideas, political theory, politics and cultural studies. 

