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Reviewers' comments:

Reviewer #1: This study provides a very important account of nursing history in Israel and adds to the international study of the history of nursing. It shows distinctions and commonalities with the history of nursing in the US. And its primary sources are excellent, some which have not been mined before. Thus, the paper has the potential to make a great contribution to nursing history.

The thesis appears to be that nursing in Israel has a long history of influence from contrasting models of nursing education, mainly from the UK and US. But it is unclear what the author is saying about the British Mandate vs US influence. On what appears to be p. 4 to this reviewer, the author mentions Palestine. Was this the British Mandate? Were US and UK both active at same time until the Mandate ended? Then US influence became more important? When did Israel develop its own model loosely based on US model? 

And it seems the author should say more about the influence not just of US or UK but also of Soviet Jewish immigrants later, as nurses. This is very interesting and different. And nurses being able to get help for childcare in hospitals is important, because it appears to be earlier than in US. That may show the influence of Hadassah, an influence that the US and UK did not have, which is key to the history of nursing in Israel. It links the history of nursing in Israel to the State of Israel, which I find very interesting.

As it stands, the paper needs more organization, which is my main critique. There are no page numbers. The first three pages are important, but I get lost in the chronological periods. Actually throughout the paper, the chronology is confusing. That can be fixed by reminding the reader which years are what. Headings are used but only later in the paper. For readers in the US, for ex., when was the War for Independence? Who was war fought against? Is that the same as the end of the British Mandate in 1948? Was it the 1967 war?

And who are the immigrants? Again, this makes nursing history in Israel so interesting. They are mentioned throughout the paper, but it is unclear where they came from until the end. I suggest further contextual analysis about the role of immigration in the history of nursing in Israel, which seems crucial. Did some come from Nazi Germany? Were some nurses Holocaust survivors? As such, were they welcomed by nurses and others already in Israel? 

Clarification is needed about Lillian Wald. Her major contributions were in public health, establishing nursing in public schools, establishing safety issues in factories, and founding of the Henry Street Settlement, where many nurses in other countries came to visit, not establishing her own school of nursing.

The author periodically mentions seven years of schooling, five years, etc. Is this higher education?  What kind of education?

Were LPNs actually licensed in Israel? Was this a specific position? They were called assistants in the UK, as the author points out. But in Israel? What was the official title?

The author points out that once physicians became more numerous, then nursing lost some of its scope for practice (in section prior to Post 1995). But then the author goes right into a discussion of nurses expanding their practice to health promotion and disease prevention. This is confusing. Again, time frames help.

The conclusion is good. Perhaps the first section of the paper under Introduction could be shortened along these lines with key points. Most important, I think the author could argue that the history of nursing in Israel has had a western influence (UK and US), but nursing in Israel also developed its own distinctions, based on Israel's distinct history as a Mandate, then as an independent State. Jewish immigrants (even from Soviet Union) were key to this. Academization was the result, but it took a long process to get there.



Reviewer #2: 
A definition of "profession" in the opening grafts would be helpful.
 pg 3. Would like the source for "A distant land (the United States), which itself  changed Florence Nightingale's vision for the nursing profession."
If the focus of this article on the US influence on nursing in Israel, why isn't that stated in the title. It would be clearer tot he reader.
pg 4 Insert dates for Lillian Wald (spelled incorrectly in the manuscript)
pg 4 what trends in the feminists movement during Wald's era?
think about writing history in a linear manner: on page 4: 1960s Israeli history and the next paragraph is about 1918.
p. 6 what were the different streams of nursing between America and Europe.
p. 7 it would be interesting to see that first nursing syllabus.
p. 8 most graduates prefer to begin their careers there similar to the British model"  quotes or primary evidence would strengthen this claim.

Interesting information.  Using secondary sources is fine but, with historical methodology, primary sources are fundamental. Good use of primary sources starting on page 12 but, earlier in the manuscript would have been helpful. Using quotations from the nurses themselves would give a strong voice to this history. If not in official papers, in memoirs, diaries?
