Abstract
Europe is of utmost importance to Israel. On numerous levels - historical, economic, political, cultural, and social - Israelis are closely connected to the continent. But while historical influences and political-economic relations enjoy wide scholarly interest, we know little so far about cultural perceptions of the continent. Europe itself is a notoriously elusive notion, as it can refer to geographical realities, ideas, and concepts. Moreover, Israeli views of Europe are highly ambivalent due to their shared history and especially the experience of persecution and the Holocaust. In this project, therefore, we ask what Israelis meant when they spoke about Europe during the second half of the 20th century and how such notions developed throughout the decades. 
To explore these perceptions, this project examines public debates in the country's print media on Europe through four frameworks in which the continent took concrete shape for Israelis in this period. We have identified an initial frame with our research on the continent's largest music festival, the Eurovision Song Contest. We have found that the competition offers a rich source for exploring Israeli notions of Europe. Starting from this, we have identified three additional frameworks. As a second case study, we have started looking at debates around Israeli participation in European sports leagues, focusing on the two most popular team sports, soccer and basketball. While the soccer teams played in Asia until 1974 and then tried to join the European leagues after being kicked out, the basketballers were members of the European organizations throughout the period under study. As a third case study, we will examine the portrayal of the continent in the travel sections of newspapers as in the 1960s and 1970s, Europe became more tangible for Israelis through actual visits when the continent turned into an important destination for the rapidly developing Israeli tourism industry. Finally, we will look at debates around the continent's emerging economic and political institutions and their impact on the Israeli state and society. Due to the country's geopolitical isolation in Asia, these frameworks were of central importance to Israelis. 
We will focus on the Jewish-Zionist sectors of Israeli society, which determined the socio-political discourses during the second half of the 20th century. For the theoretical grounding of this project, we can draw on, and contribute to, a well-developed literature on discourses about Europe. Exploring such ideas through cultural-historical methods will provide essential insights into what images, ideas, feelings, and expectations Israelis associate with the continent. In this way, the project will contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex European-Israeli relations and Israeli society.



I. Scientific Background
On April 25, 1978, the Israeli daily Maariv printed a caricature, which depicted the entrance to a house labeled as Europe with a revolving door at its entrance. Through the door went two men: an artist entered while singing happily into a microphone. The other was a sportsman dressed in soccer garb and exited the building with a downcast expression on his face, holding in his left hand a piece of paper with the word “no.” The man entering the building was due to his big Afro haircut clearly recognizable as Izhar Cohen, the Israeli representative who on April 22, 1978, had won the Eurovision Song Contest. Cohen was the first Israeli to win the spectacle and Israelis enthusiastically celebrated their national victory. Yet while successful on the glamorous stage of European pop music, the Israel’s soccer players were denied affiliation with the continent. Originally a member of the Asian Football Confederation (AFC), the Israel Football Association (IFA) was expelled from AFC due to political pressure from Arab states during the 1970s, and in consequence endeavored to become affiliated with the Union of European Football Associations (UEFA). On the same day that Cohen won Eurovision, the Europeans denied IFA’s application for membership. 
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“Europe,” Maariv 25 April 1978						   

The search for continental affiliations triggered wide-ranging debates that extended well beyond the fields of sport and popular music. Two days earlier, Maariv had already printed a distraught comment on this situation. Entitled “People without Continent”, the article stated that the coinciding of Israel’s victory in ESC with UEFA’s decision to reject the country’s application begged an important question: “Do we belong to Europe or Asia? […] The considerations,” the author continued to answer his own question, “upon which one decides if we are part of Europe or Asia, are not geographical, of course; they are first and foremost political.” There was, he pointed out, no difference of opinion as to where the western borders of the Asian continent ran. Europe, on the other hand, 
does apparently not know how to deal with us. […] We are allowed to be associate members of the common European market [...]. We are permitted to present the best song at the competition of European television, and to win the competition with the highest points. And we will even be allowed to host the next music festival of the European Broadcasting Authority (if political or security issues will not interfere). But concerning all other matters, we remain the ‘wandering Jew’, who despite having successfully put down roots in his homeland, still must fight for his right to be also a part of the continent. 
Due to the ongoing conflict with their neighbors, and the Arab states’ attempts to isolate the Jewish State internationally, Israelis ascribed major significance to cultural diplomacy in the form of international music or sport competitions. The comment in Maariv, however, also illustrates that Israeli participation in these contests exceeded diplomatic and political issues. Such frameworks raised questions about the state’s belonging and geo-cultural self-understanding as well as the character and borders of Europe. It is debates like these that are at the heart of this project.

Israeli Debates about Europe
Europe is of vital significance to Israelis. Historically and in present-day issues, the Jewish state is tied to the continent in many ways. At the same time, Israelis view this relationship with great ambivalence. For one, Jews share a long history with the continent that has deeply shaped the country, including cultural influences and the memory of persecution and genocide. Secondly, Israel maintains close relations with the European Union, which are of existential economic importance for the country but are simultaneously overshadowed by political tensions, not least against the backdrop of the conflict with the Palestinians and the periodic flare-ups of antisemitism on the continent.
Against this backdrop, there has long been much scholarly interest in European-Israeli relations. The existing literature, however, is strongly policy-oriented and mostly focuses on concrete political and economic relations between Israel and the EEC/EU.[footnoteRef:1] In addition, scholars have explored the European origins of the Zionist movement, as well as activists’ debates on the geo-cultural outlook of the movement and its place between East and West, orient and occident (Harif 2019; Hirsch 2009; Hotam 2015; Kalmar/Penslar 2005; Peleg 2005; Raz-Krakotzkin 2017; Saposnik 2006). Still others have addressed European cultural influences on the Jewish settlements in Palestine and the emerging Israeli state and society (e.g. Avineri 1996; Helman 2011; Weiss 2002). Finally, scholars have debated Israeli geo-cultural affiliations (e.g. Nocke 2009; Ohana 2011; Ohana 2012; Smooha 2005; Tal 2013). An important contribution that brings together many of these discussions and puts them in a comparative context is (Penslar 2007). [1:  For details, see below. ] 

Mutual Israeli-European perceptions or Israeli images of and ideas about Europe since the founding of the Jewish state, however, have been rarely considered.[footnoteRef:2] Jehuda Reinharz and Yaakov Shavit offer a first foray in their essay on Jewish conceptions of Europe in the 19th and 20th centuries. Yet laudable as this project is, the authors paint a largely static and deeply dichotomous picture that moves between the poles of a "glorious" continent on the one hand and a "cursed" place on the other (Reinharz/Shavit 2010). These two poles point to the different Jewish experiences of participation in European culture on the one hand and the history of persecution and especially the Holocaust, on the other. The memory of these historical experiences was indeed central to Israeli Jewish perceptions of Europe in the second half of the 20th century. That said, an exclusive focus on strong dichotomies can do little to reflect this continent's complexities of meaning for Israelis. [2:  For two exceptions analyzing Israeli views on Europe’s normative political claims, see (Harpaz/Shamis 2010; Pardo 2015). All authors, however, are social scientists and strongly focus on perceptions of political and economic aspects, and much less on cultural perceptions. ] 

One of the central problems facing systematic research into Israeli perceptions of the continent is that Europe is difficult to grasp, as the term refers not only to a geographical space but also to an idea and a concept. Thus, there is a danger that such research will be limited to abstract discussions or equate attitudes toward individual countries with images of Europe. 
Our preliminary research on Israeli participation in the biggest European music festival, the Eurovision Song Contest (ESC), has provided us with a way to address this issue. Guided by the question of the significance of Israeli participation in Eurovision for European-Israeli relations, we soon discovered that the media coverage surrounding the annual spectacle provides a rich repository of Israeli engagements with the continent. Based on this insight, our proposed research examines various such frames in which Israelis concretely experienced and discussed Europe during the second half of the twentieth century. Examining this framework in long-term perspective allows us to trace changes and developments in these perceptions, the most profound of which are likely to be caused by the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the gradual coalescence of the different parts of Europe. The majority of Israelis with European ancestry can trace their roots back to East Central Europe. However, against the backdrop of geopolitical events, the Jewish state was closely tied to Western Europe and faced hostility from the Warsaw Pact states. In this context, our focus will be on the evolving spatial perceptions of Europe. 


The Four Case Studies
Eurovision: The ESC was launched in 1956 and quickly became the largest (Western) European music festival. The Israelis first sent a representative in 1973 and, with four first and two-second places, have become a regular and quite successful participant. Due to the importance that many states attach to this arena of cultural diplomacy, Eurovision is particularly well suited for analyzing national self-representations and mutual perceptions. Unlike sports events, for example, the winners are not determined through easily measurable results, such as the number of goals one team scored, or the time in which an athlete concluded the task at hand. This opens the contest to frequent debates about a country’s results and speculations about what can be inferred from the support of other countries or the lack thereof. For these reasons, scholars have started to pay more attention to the song festival during the last two decades, producing an array of research and developing a whole subfield of Eurovision studies (E.g. Fricker/Gluhovic 2013; Tragaki 2013; Vuletic 2018; Yair 2019). 
While frequently mentioned in the context of this scholarship, Israel’s participation has generated little scrutiny,[footnoteRef:3] with the exception of the country’s victory in 1998 and the politics connected to the sexual identity of the winning artist, Dana International (Maurey 2009; Solomon 2003; Sznaider 2017). For our purposes, the contest constitutes a highly fruitful area of investigation. Eurovision provided Israelis with an outlet to grapple with the historical baggage and contemporary (dissonances of) European-Israeli relations. Moreover, the election process of Israeli representatives regularly led to discussions about the right candidate. Against the background of the ethnic and religious diversity of Israeli society, this was not only a debate about artistic qualities but often led to arguments about the state's outlook and values, such as discussions about Dana International's transsexuality or the waving of a Syria flag on the European stage by the band Ping Pong in 2000.  [3:  Among the few exceptions are: (Belkind 2010; Lutz/Press-Barnathan 2020).] 


Sports: Another case study of importance is the arena of international sports relations. In recent decades, scholars have discovered sports a fertile field of historical research. Most notably, they have extensively studied the central role that gymnastics and sport played in building modern national movements (For an overview: Arnold 2021). In recent years they have also started to investigate the place of sport in international relations (Dichter 2020; Dichter/Johns 2014; Keys 2013; Murray 2018). Sport and its significance for modern Jewish history and in particular the Zionist movement and the State of Israel have been well-documented by now (Brenner/Reuveni 2006; Galily 2007; Gechtman 1999; Kaufman/Galily 2009). Several studies deal with the development of soccer, its societal and political dimensions within the state, as well as its diplomatic dimension (E.g. Ben-Porat 2002; Ben-Porat/Ben-Porat 2004; Harif 2011; Sorek 2003). But the focus so far has clearly been on the first half of the 20th century. The precarious international situation of Israeli sport in the second half of the century and the back and forth between Asia and Europe have hardly been studied.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  One of the few exceptions is: (Alperovich 2013). ] 

Yet for the geo-cultural formation and self-positioning of the Israeli state, this period is of utmost significance. With the establishment of the state, Israeli administrators sought to integrate the various sports into supra-regional frameworks. While some disciplines were incorporated into the European framework early on, other athletes joined Asian leagues. These different affiliations sparked discussions about Israel's orientation and belonging that went far beyond sports. The focus here is on the two most popular team sports, basketball and football, as the media covered their teams and games with particular fervor. As mentioned, soccer players participated in establishing Asian leagues in the 1950s and 1960s but were expelled from the Asian Football Confederation in 1974. The deteriorating political situation in Asia and the unsuccessful efforts to integrate Israeli soccer into the European framework until the 1990s led to widespread debates about Israel's geo-cultural affiliations between Asia and Europe. At the same time, basketball players enjoyed enormous success in the European section of FIBA in the 1970s and 1980s. But here, too, there were frequent debates, not least because of tensions with Soviet squats and the high number of American players on Israeli teams. Against this backdrop, sport makes an excellent case study in which to examine Israeli understandings of Europe in the context and dynamics of the country's other geo-cultural affiliations.

Travel: When Israeli basketball squats started to score major successes in the European leagues in the late 1970s and 1980s, many fans followed their teams to the games, thereby experiencing the continent as tourists. They joined the ranks of countless other Israeli travelers for whom Europe became the most important destination in the 1960s and 1970s (Mazor Tregerman 2017). Such mass tourism has been a highly fertile field of research for a wide range of disciplines for some time now. Historians have been particularly interested in the way travelogues and guidebooks reflect particular travel cultures while themselves actively guiding the “tourist gaze,” thereby shaping meanings and understandings of the places tourists encounter on their trips (e.g. Gassan 2005; Koshar 2000; Ling 2003; Morgan 2001; Pratt 2007; Silber 2011).[footnoteRef:5] While there is a large body of research on travel and tourism to Palestine and later Israel (e.g. Bar/Cohen-Hattab 2003; Rabineau 2023, Stidham Rogers 2011) historical scholarship on Israeli tourism to Europe focuses mainly on Jewish heritage trips to East Central Europe, particularly Poland (e.g. Feldman 2022; Kugelmass 2016; Shaish/Dror 2015; Stier 1995), as well as religiously motivated pilgrimages by ultra-Orthodox Jews (e.g. Akao 2007; Feldman 2022; Marchenko 2018).  [5:  The classic study on the importance of the tourist gaze is (Urry 1990). ] 

Due to the significance of this travel, many of the major daily newspapers began to publish articles on tourism, some even added travel sections to their weekend editions. Such newspaper articles provide a good opportunity to analyze the spatial dimensions of Israel's image of Europe. What different regions and parts of the continent did Israelis identify and where did they see its borders? Which places did they visit and what does this tell us about the Israeli perception of Europe? In addition, it is important to take into account that for Israeli travelers, a fundamental tension existed between leisure tourism and Jewish memory. Indeed, it was here that the dichotomy of Europe as both a "glorious" and an "accursed" continent emerged most clearly, as such reports praised European high culture and landscapes on the one hand and introduced their readers to the sites of Jewish persecution and extermination on the other. However, we will not stop at this observation but analyzes how the tension between leisure and heritage tourism played out in the media debates and which narratives it produced.

Economic and Political Frameworks: A final case study will be the emergence and development of the European Economic Community (EEC, later European Union (EU)). The EEC/EU differs from the other study cases (of cultural exchange) as it is a genuinely economic and political project. However, the EEC/EU became so closely associated with the continent that many observers saw these institutions as synonymous with Europe. Besides, the member states were Israel's most important economic partners, and thus relations with the EEC/EU were of existential importance for the state. Because of this centrality, we consider its inclusion indispensable.
As mentioned, there exists a large body of studies investigating EEC/EU-Israeli relations on both economic and political levels (E.g. Ahiram/Tovias 1995; Ahlswede 2009; Boehnke 2003; Del Sarto 2014; Navon 2018; Pardo 2015; Pardo/Peters 2009; Pardo/Peters 2012; Plessix 2011; Tovias/Magen 2015). In this context, the EU’s policies towards the Middle East conflict have merited particular attention (e.g. Asseburg 2003; Behr 2008; Del Sarto 2019; Müller 2012; Pace 2023; Tocci 2007; Yacobi/Newman 2008). Another important focus was Israel's aspirations to align itself closely with, and even join, the EEC, aspirations that were strongly driven by economic considerations (Heimann/Herman 2018; Pardo 2013). There is one study tracing the history of European-Israeli relations more broadly (Sachar 1998) and of course, also a wealth of studies on the relations with individual European countries. Yet, so far scholars have paid little attention to what Europe meant to Israelis in the context of political and economic relations. We are indeed, not so much interested in the realpolitik dimensions of these interactions. Of course, we will consider how Israelis discussed the dangers and opportunities of such an economic area and the EEC's positions on the Middle East conflict, which have been developed since the 1970s. What concerns us most in these debates, however, are the Israeli perspectives on the idealistic dimensions of “Project Europe” (Patel 2020). From early on, European cooperation was also intended to contribute to overcoming national conflicts on the continent. In this respect, the EEC responded to the horrors of the Second World War. The intention to weaken the influence of nationalism and the nation-state, however, conflicted with the lessons Israelis had drawn from the war and the Holocaust; in their view, it was precisely a strong nation-state that could secure Jewish existence (Sznaider 2006). Against this background, Israelis regarded the growing together of the continent with mixed feelings. To explore these tensions, we will examine Israeli discussions about the creation and development of the EEC/EU up to the Oslo peace process in the 1990s and the EU's Association Agreement with Israel in 2000.

Israeli Society and Europe
As mentioned, discussions on Europe are always closely linked to the cultural identity of Israel's society and state. In this context, tensions between Jews with roots in Europe (Ashkenazim) and Jews with origins in Middle Eastern and North African countries (Mizrahim) played a major role. In the early decades of Israel's existence, Ashkenazim almost exclusively constituted the country's political, economic, and social elites, while Mizrahim tended to belong to the lower socioeconomic classes. This began to change in the 1970s and 1980s, leading, among other things, to a more diverse social discourse (e.g. Chetrit 2009; Hochberg 2011; Khazzoom 2003; Roby 2015; Shenhav 2006; Shohat 1988). Scholars rightly pointed to Eurocentric views with long-defined state and societal norms. Yet, for all its merit in highlighting discrimination against Mizrahi Jews and Arab/Palestinian citizens, a deeper engagement with Israeli images of Europe remains largely absent from this literature. Ella Shohat, who has been instrumental in advancing these discussions, speaks in truncated terms simply of "Euro-Israel (Shohat 1988)." This view, however, runs the risk of essentializing European influences, just like the Eurocentric worldview of those she (rightly) criticizes. After all, Ashkenazi Jews were not and are not simply Europeans;[footnoteRef:6] they certainly have mixed feelings about the continent. Evaluating the media debates about different contexts in which Israelis "experienced" Europe allows for a nuanced view of Israeli perceptions of the continent that also considers intra-Israeli tensions. [6:  And of course, even less western Europeans. By deconstructing the notion of “Ashkenazi Jewry” as (Western) European, scholars have started inquiring how Eastern and Central European Jews and Israelis became secularized and “western”. See e.g. (Chinski 2002; Sasson-Levy 2013).] 

This project is not about the historical realities of Europe or Israeli-European relations. The historical context is important, of course, but ultimately the project is about Israeli narratives about Europe. We can build on the vast literature on the idea of Europe, which approaches the continent not as a geographical, political, or social reality but asks how Europe is constantly told and retold, described, invented, interpreted, and challenged through different narratives and discourses (e.g. Conway/Patel 2010; Malmborg/ Stråth 2002; Pagden 2002; Parsons 2018; Patel 2020; Weller 2021). In this context, scholars have increasingly questioned the Eurocentrism that has long been inscribed in narratives of Europe, for example, through studies on the view of Europe from its margins (e.g. Fornäs 2017; Hemitson/Vermeiren 2023; Chaban/Holland 2014). Such studies also make clear that perceptions of Europe always stand in relation to other loyalties. In our case, for example, it is important to examine the extent to which Israelis used identification with (Western) Europe to demarcate themselves from their immediate neighbors in the Middle East and Asia in the broader sense. A critical study of Israeli images of Europe can thus contribute to deconstructing Eurocentric views.

The Israeli Public Sphere
A pivotal role in shaping public opinion during this period played the country's print media. Therefore, we will base our analysis on the country's major Hebrew-, English, and Russian-language newspapers published regularly in those years, which we will systematically search for key dates and keywords for relevant debates. Newspapers in these languages reached most of the Jewish Zionist sector of Israeli society. 
To extend the analysis beyond traditional print media, we have identified a number of supplementary materials that will help diversify our source base. For each study case, we will examine an additional source with specific relevance to that case. For the Eurovision Song Contest, we will analyze the commentary of the very popular annual life broadcast of the festival by the radio station Reshet Gimmel. In the case of sports, we will additionally examine the widely read sports newspaper Hadashot Hasport, which was published regularly between 1954 and 1985. For the travel sector, we will trace the narratives contained in several Hebrew-language travel guides to Europe (rather than to a single country) published between the 1970s and the 2000s. Some of these were published in large numbers and used by countless travelers for their stay on the continent. In this way they greatly shaped the gaze of Israeli tourists, and quite likely also influenced reports in the press. Finally, we will look at the debates in the Israeli parliament (Knesset) on the EEG/EU and its economic and political significance. The study of these complementary sources will allow us to broaden the account and thus paint a highly nuanced picture of Israeli discussions about Europe.
Neither ultra-Orthodox nor Arab voices had a significant say in these discussions. Both groups were largely marginalized during much of the period. Ultra-Orthodox social and political actors began to assert the interests of their sector in the 1970s and 1980s. But with few exceptions, they showed little interest in most of the frameworks studied here. On the other hand, large sections of Zionist society participated in these discussions. While mainly the intellectual and political elite voiced their opinions in the media, the high circulation of the newspapers suggests a great popularity and reception among the Zionist public. This project thus focuses on the Israeli public sphere, in which the Zionist sections of society discussed Europe and the significance of the continent for the Jewish state while at the same time negotiating the geo-cultural affiliations and orientations of their society. 

II. Research Objectives & expected significance 
The central aim of this project is to understand what Israelis meant when they spoke or wrote about "Europe", and how such perceptions developed over the course of the second half of the 20th century. We focus on the following sets of questions: 
· What different aspects did they associate with the continent? What role, for example, did they ascribe to European culture and intellectual history?
· How did Israeli commentators define the spatial dimensions of the continent? 
· How did Israelis assess contemporary political and economic developments and the gradual coalescence of the continent?
· How did the long-shared history of Jews and Europeans affect Israeli perceptions of the continent? 
· What influences on their own society did Israelis attribute to Europe? How did Israeli images of Europe affect their geo-political and geo-cultural self-positioning?
The examination of different examples allows us to focus on specific issues in each case. Our research on Eurovision focuses on the ways in which Israelis came to terms with their shared history with the continent and how they dealt with European cultural “influences” on their society. In the case of sport, the emphasis will be on Israel's geo-cultural self-location and the dynamics affecting it between "East" and "West", i.e. between Europe and Asia on the one hand and the two Cold War camps on the other. Our examination of tourist accounts will both illuminate the spatial dimensions of Israeli perceptions and explore how the tensions between Europe as a "glorious" place-i.e., a center of cultural and social progress-and as an "accursed" space-i.e., a site of Jewish persecution-play out in Israeli narratives about the continent. Finally, the discussions on the EEC/EU will focus on the significance of contemporary political and economic influences as well as on the question of the importance Israelis attached to the ideational components of the evolving “Project Europe.” 
The study is dedicated to exploring the Israeli image of Europe through cultural-historical methods. It can thus contribute to the study of Europe and the analysis of profound social discourses in Israeli society. Israel may not be geographically located on the continent, but it is interwoven with it in many ways. The project will uncover Europe's different levels of meaning and influences on Israel during the second half of the 20th century and thus make an important contribution to the study of the Israeli state and society. 
At the same time, the neighbor's gaze from the eastern Mediterranean shore adds to the general discussion of the "idea of Europe." It's shared history and geographical location make the Jewish state an important partner for the continent and its institutions. To understand how Israeli representatives approach negotiations with European institutions, it is not enough to focus on realpolitik interests. Attitudes and perceptions also significantly influence the behavior of state actors. Research into the image of Europe held by Jewish Israelis thus makes an important contribution to our understanding of European-Israeli relations.

III. Detailed description of the proposed research 
Working hypothesis
The project works under the assumption that when Israelis discussed Europe and its significance for the Jewish state, they also negotiated their society's geo-cultural affiliations and orientations. Their ambivalence toward the continent, I surmise, simultaneously reflected a deep insecurity about their society and its culture. Every discussion about Europe was thus, at the same time, a debate about Israel's present and future of the Jewish state. The continent, for example, presented an important lifeline in economic matters or for Israeli sports, due to the country’s geopolitical isolation in the region. At the same time, too close identification with the continent risked reinforcing perceptions of the state as a colonial outpost in the Middle East and thus furthering exclusion on its continent. Culturally, important protagonists saw Israeli society as closely linked to Europe, while others stressed the absoluteness of the rupture that the Holocaust represented for Jewish Israelis and called for embracing the country's Asian identity. Cold War realities and increasing Americanization were additional influences. All these aspects made for a lively and dynamic discussion about Europe and its significance for the Israeli state and society. For this very reason, the continent was and is of great importance for Israel, beyond Eurocentric and Eurocritical positions, beyond simple glorification or condemnation.


Research design and methods
In this project, we will analyze Israeli debates on Europe through a series of case studies in which the continent has taken concrete shape for Israelis in one way or another. The main sources of the project will be Israeli print media. We will look at the most important outlets for Hebrew, such as Haaretz, Maariv, and Yediot Aharonot. We will also look at newspapers associated with political parties and movements, such as Kol Haam (communists), Davar, Lamerhav, Al Hamishmar (Labor and Kibbutz movement), Ha-Olam Ha-Zeh (edited by political activist Ury Avnery), Herut (Revisionist Zionism), and Hatsofeh (Religious Zionists) to cover as wide a spectrum of political and religious attitudes as possible within the Zionist camp. In English, we will look at the Jerusalem Post, and in Russian, at Nasha Strana and Vesti. A large part of such media can be accessed digitally for wide parts of the period under investigation via various Israeli institutions. In addition to reviewing key dates, the digital availability also enables us to search for keyword words and terms, which can be used to find important articles and debates. We will access the newspapers not covered digitally via microfilms in the National Library of Israel and other institutions. As this process requires the analysis of large amounts of data, we will hire a postdoctoral fellow and a graduate student to assist in the search for key debates and articles.
Eurovision: We will search the newspapers for discussions about Israeli representatives, the competition itself, and the performance or reactions of the other countries in the weeks before and after the annual event. We will also look at the dates of the respective pre-selections. We will look for further debates in digitalized media via the keyword "Eurovision." We will focus on 1973, when Israel joined the contest, until the millennium. Israel's self-representation in the contest (in light of the outbreak of the second Palestinian Uprising/Intifada) and the contest itself (due to the expansion and commercialization processes) changed at this time and led to different dynamics in the 2000s. Additionally, we will analyze the most popular life show of the contest on the Reshet Gimmel station, which was broadcasted once a year. Between performances, Israeli hosts provided commentary on the various national entries and the competition in general. An investigation of these comments can provide further information about Israeli images of Europe. The recordings are available in the archives of the Israeli Public Broadcasting Corporation (KAN).
Sport: Israeli soccer players participated in the Asian framework in the post-war period until 1974. Then, due to Arab pressure, they were kicked out of Asia and sought admission to the European Association (UEFA) in the next decades. We will search the digitized media for keywords such as "Israeli soccer and Europe" or "UEFA." These will provide us with important key dates and debates with which we can then search other media. An appropriate ending point here seems to be the early 1990s when Israeli soccer players were gradually integrated into Europe. Israeli basketball players, on the other hand, played in the European leagues from the early postwar period. We will focus on important games and tournaments in the European leagues. In addition to the national team, the focus here will be on the club leagues. We will cover the five decades from Israel's founding until the millennium. Furthermore, we will search the most important sports newspaper of the period, Hadashot Hasport, available at the Israeli National Library, for the previously identified key dates and debates.
Travel: We will scan the media for travel sections, ads, and travelogues to Europe and major European destinations. We will search for individual countries and major travel destinations, such as Paris. In addition, we will search for keywords such as "travel to Europe." Besides the countries that are undoubtedly on the continent, we will also look for accounts of countries such as the Soviet Union/Russia and Turkey to explore Israelis' geographical and cultural understanding of Europe. A special focus will be on the changes post-1967 when due to the breakdown of diplomatic relations, most Warsaw Pact countries were hardly accessible for Israeli tourism, as well as the (re)opening of these destinations in the mid-1980s and early 1990s. Our research's endpoint will be the late 1990s and early 2000s when the expansion of tourist destinations in East and Central Europe was largely completed. In addition, we will investigate the central Hebrew-language travel guides of the period, available at the University of Haifa and the Israeli National Library (Lapid 1970; Rosemarin 1982; Yefet 1991; Maizlish 1989). The inclusion/exclusion of certain places by different authors and how they portrayed their importance for Israeli travelers can offer valuable insights into the conveyed images.
EEC: We will examine the media on key dates concerning, on the one hand, the founding and development of the EEC and, on the other, Israel's negotiations and disputes with the EEC. In addition, we will search the digitized media narrowed down to key periods for keywords such as "the common market," under which Israelis discussed the European frameworks. In this case study, we will additionally search for plenary parliamentary debates on Israel's relations with the EEC/EU. The Knesset's website provides online access to the proceedings of these debates.
The project brings together four very different fields of research. In each of these fields, we can draw on a wide-ranging scholarly discussion to help illuminate the Israeli case. Taken together, these case studies will provide a multifaceted mosaic of Israeli discourses about Europe. At the same time, to the best of my knowledge, no study exists that brings together discussions about music, sports, travel and political-economic institutions in a similar way to examine perceptions of the continent. In this sense, we also intend to contribute to the broader research on the idea of Europe.



Preliminary results
Our research on Israeli participation in the Eurovision Song Contest has yielded the first insights. The contest is an important arena for Israeli cultural diplomacy and national branding, such as promoting their state to the international public. But at the same time, we have found that the contests presented an important outlet for Israelis to grapple with their ambivalent attitudes towards the continent. Media discussions on Israeli participation in Eurovision reflected current moods and feelings in the country toward the continent. They can be read parallel to the state of political relations, thus providing a good detector to examine the changing nature of Israeli images of Europe (Mahla, 2022). At the same time, when debating Eurovision, Israelis also reflected on the cultural and social values on which their state should be based. In this way, participation in the European competition became an important annual ritual and part of Israeli nation-building (Mahla, forthcoming).
We have also begun to analyze the debates about the continental connection of Israeli soccer in the 1960s and 1970s. So far, we have focused on the representation of Asia. These debates have shown that Israelis held highly ambivalent attitudes about their geo-cultural affiliations with the Asian continent long before their national team was expelled in 1974. Many of the contributions and cartoons in the press were deeply Eurocentric and not infrequently used orientalist imagery. Through these, some commentators expressed a deep alienation from the Asian continent. Others saw sports tournaments as a way to integrate into their continent and thus bring Jews back closer to their cultural and spiritual roots. But apart from the essentialist dimension of such statements, these appeals also displayed great ambivalence towards the countries and cultures of East and Southeast Asia (Mahla, 2023). This preliminary work will help us in the next step to elaborate on Israeli self-perceptions in terms of the perceived Europeanness versus Asianness/Middle Easternness of the Jewish state's society and culture.
Our findings provide a good starting point for this project. In the next stages, we will investigate how these dimensions are reflected in discussions around other European frameworks and, in a further step, compare and merge the results of the different conduits.
So far, three articles on Eurovision in English-language peer-reviewed journals have emerged from this research.

Pitfalls and alternatives:
- We expect Israeli images of Europe to focus primarily on Western Europe until the early 1990s due to Israel's geopolitical positioning during the Cold War. To be sure, Israelis were also exposed to Warsaw Pact member states in basketball, for example, and traveled to individual countries such as Romania. But it is not easy to find Central or Eastern European frameworks comparable to the EEC or Eurovision, within which Israelis debated their position vis-à-vis these countries. For this reason, we will search the digitized media for keywords such as "Central Europe" and "Eastern Europe" to identify major debates and determine how these terms were used in Israeli media discourse and the ideas Israelis associated with this part of Europe.  
- Another possible blind spot are discussions about European colonialism. Since many of Israel’s opponents regarded the state to be a colonialist project, it is important to understand how Israelis positioned themselves on the issue. Colonialism and postcolonial struggles came up in the context of the debates about Israeli sport in Asia. But because of its central importance for Israel's external perception as well as internal Israeli societal debates, we think it is important to additionally conduct a search in the digital media for keywords like "European colonialism" or “imperialism” so as to understand how Israelis debated and positioned themselves on this part of European history.

The researcher’s resources for conducting the research
I am a senior lecturer at the Jewish History Department of the University of Haifa, as well as at the Haifa Center for German and European Studies. Before coming to Haifa, I spent 7 years researching and teaching as assistant professor and coordinator of the Centre for Israel Studies at the University of Munich. My personal background and experience have given me a broad knowledge of both European and Israeli contexts, and I am proficient in Hebrew and Yiddish as well as important European languages (English, German, French, Polish). I have experience in both 20th century European-Jewish and Israeli history and have critically worked with Jewish and Israeli press in my prior publications (e.g. Mahla 2020). I have basic knowledge of Russian, and I will hire a Postdoctoral fellow, who is proficient in this language, to skim through the relevant print media. With the applicant's basic Russian knowledge and the help of the PhD student, as well as the AI-based translation program Deepl, it will be possible to integrate the analysis of these media into the project. The postdoctoral fellow as well as a doctoral student I plan to hire, will also help me to go through the large amount of Hebrew-language sources in order to help me identify the relevant articles and discussions. My home institution and the interlibrary loan system in Israel will provide the required research literature and the historical sources can be accessed through various Israeli institutions as detailed before. 
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