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TITLE OF STUDY

Teaching Controversial Issues in a Disputed Region: The Case of the Golan Heights

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY
This study examines the teaching of controversial issues in the Golan Heights, an area where Israel’s sovereignty has been the subject
of debate within Israeli society and internationally. The study analyzes educational materials that were taught in schools in the Golan
Heights during a period of particular uncertainty regarding the region’s future as part of the State of Isracl. The research took a broad
perspective by looking at all study disciplines when examining the avoidance methods used in the educational system. This analysis
revealed how avoidance techniques have evolved into a new practice of actively bypassing the controversial issue at hand. This situation
results from the nature of the message, the approach used to transmit the message, and the degree of feeling of affiliation with the

disputed region. Actively avoiding controversial issues may impede the development of democratic and civic consciousness.
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