Historical thinking and historical ethical judgments in an ongoing conflict: Israeli students engagement with the Nakba

Abstract (200 Words)
Recent research on historical ethical judgments has marked a significant advancement in the historical thinking model. It demonstrates that students engaging ethically with controversial history can develop values of democracy, human rights, and social justice. Despite the increasing research attention, no studies have examined the challenges posed by historical ethical judgments within the context of an ongoing violent conflict.
This study addresses this lacuna by exploring Israeli adolescents’ ethical judgments regarding Israel’s most controversial historical event—“The Nakba”, the forced expulsion and displacement of approximately 700,000 Palestinians during the 1948 War. Firstly, the study investigate how students judge ethically historical events that significantly impact their lives as compared to events with minimal current consequences. Secondly, it delve into the relationship between historical thinking skills and the ability to make historical ethical judgments.
Utilizing qualitative and quantitative methodologies, the study's questionnaire incorporates Lindsay Gibson's (2018) analytical framework for examining students’ historical ethical judgments and the Stanford History Education Group’s Historical Assessment Tasks (HATs) for evaluating students' historical thinking capabilities.
A pilot study indicated that students' social and religious traits influence their ethical judgment on the Nakba and highlighted a revealed a correlation between their historical thinking and ethical judgment depth.

Explain why this study is needed and important (50 words)
The study significance is threefold: 1) It pioneers the exploration of student’s historical ethical judgment amidst ongoing violent conflict; 2) It enhances understanding of the relationship between historical ethical judgment and historical thinking; and 3) It profiles Israeli youth's ethical perspectives on the Nakba and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Complete the following sentence (100 words)
Most scholars now believe...
That the ethical dimension brings meaning to history education, helping students learn from past injustices and determine how to act ethically in the present and future. However, they concur that this dimension has remained notably under-researched and under-theorized. This is particularly true in situations of ongoing violent conflict - an area that has yet to garner research attention.
Scholars also believe that a correlation exists between historical thinking and historical ethical judgments, but this relationship has not been empirically examined.
Lastly, scholars view the Nakba as the most controversial and pivotal event in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.



Complete the following sentence (100 words)
As a result of my study...
We will gain three main insights:
1) How students evaluate the ethics of historical events that significantly impact their lives differently from events with minimal current consequences, and how students' social and personal identities influence these judgments.
2) How different historical thinking skills influence the sophistication of students' ethical judgments.
3) A typology of ethical stances among Israeli youth concerning the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
Beyond their theoretical significance, these insights will support the integration of the ethical component into curricula and teacher training worldwide. They will also assist in creating didactic models about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

How has your personal positionality (e.g., identity, experiences, disability) enhanced or impeded your ability to contribute to the work you propose in your application? (250 words)

As an Israeli-Jew my life is deeply intertwines with the intricacies of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. These identity and experince are invaluable for the proposed work, but also presents a potential risk that demands vigilance.
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is an immediate and ongoing reality for me. While drafting this proposal, missile alarms frequently interrupted me. Meanwhile, Israeli planes struck Gaza, and tensions escalated in the West Bank. I grew up fearing bus rides due to nearby suicide bombings. Yet, I also ventured into the West Bank, witnessing firsthand the injustices resulting from the Israeli occupation. This conflict has shaped my life and identity.
My intimate knowledge of the conflict and the diverse Israeli populations equips me with a nuanced understanding. This is vital not only for the analysis but also for crafting the research design, phrasing the questionnaire, and selecting target groups. Furthermore, my extensive network across various Israeli communities grants me access to conservative religious students, who often remain suspicious of and averse to academic research.
However, I recognize the potential pitfalls of my proximity to the subject—mainly biases favoring the Israeli side. While I adopt a critical perspective, I cannot deny my Zionist-Israeli habitus.
A significant mitigating factor is my Buddhist faith. Though ethnically Jewish, my religion is Buddhism, which continually reminds me of the importance of compassion and equality for all. This spiritual foundation weakens my overt allegiance to the Israeli side and I believe it offers a more balanced lens through which I view the conflict.



Career statement (500 words)

Born during the first intifada, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has been an inextricable part of my life. My aspiration is that my research and educational contributions will pave the way for a safer, more harmonious future for both Israeli and Palestinian future generations.

At 15, I began my academic journey at the Faculty of Mathematics at Tel Aviv University, finishing my matriculation exams three years early. Drawn to the complexities of social behavior, I transitioned to economics. Excelling in my B.A., I served three mandatory military years as a macroeconomics researcher in the Intelligence Directorate. There, I spearheaded a research project that garnered an award from the directorate's head. Personally I earned the "outstanding researcher" award.

By 21, I became a buy-side analyst for a top Israeli hedge fund. Two years in, despite lucrative material prospects, I felt a void. I could not envision a lifelong pursuit of mere financial gains. Concurrently, volunteering for an African refugee aid organization deepened my appreciation for education's transformative societal impact.

Pivoting to education, I knew I wanted to address the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In my graduate studies I trained as a historian. I delved into various Jewish history education, examining its influence on perceptions of Zionism and Palestinians. My M.A. research centered on the Kibbutz Artzi movement's history teachings, epitomizing the socialist-Marxist strand of the Zionist movement.

My doctorate investigated the evolution of history education in the Religious Zionist movement, a key player in understanding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Religious Zionism is the most prominent force in Israeli society that champions the settlement movement in the occupied territories and aspires to provide a governing and cultural alternative to the Israel's secular-liberal value system. The dissertation received high praise and won the Tami Steinmetz Center for Peace Studies award. I plan to turn it into a book manuscript within the next year.

Along with my dissertation, which is a historical monograph, I published several articles about current pressing educational trends. Thanks to my academic achievements, I recently earned the vice-presidency of the International Society of History Didactics.

In addition to my research efforts, I pioneered a collaboration between Tel Aviv University and the Israeli Ministry of Education. This culminated in a series of seminars attended by over 1,500 history teachers nationwide, setting a precedent for future partnerships.

This year, I won a postdoctoral fellowship from The Harry Truman Research Institute for the Advancement of Peace. Here, I will undertake a textual analysis of the Nakba's ethical dimension within the Israeli education system. This curricular analysis will set the groundwork for my proposed research – exploring Israeli adolescents' historical ethical judgments regarding the Nakba.

I envision these research endeavors culminating in an educational model adaptable across Israel, and ideally in Palestine and globally, fostering understanding, empathy, and ethical responsibility. My expertise in curriculum design and student learning, combined with my global research connections and close work with Israeli-Palestinian educators, uniquely positions me to achieve this. The journey will be immensely challenging, but we have no other option.

