Media representations of gentrified districts
The cases of Belleville (Paris) and El Raval (Barcelona)

Introduction
Time Out magazine describes Belleville and El Raval as two districts whose urban and social transformations are considered added value. The lifestyle magazine publishes guides which provide the reader with references of the most interesting shops, restaurants and leisure establishments of several Parisian and Barcelona areas. In these articles, Belleville is described as a district with a working-class past and a cosmopolitan present, defined by its bobo lifestyle (Time Out Paris 2016). Presented as a less popular place-to-be in the past, the renaissance of El Raval is particularly enhanced through the construction of new cultural equipment and a luxury hotel (Time Out Barcelona 2015). Considered as trendy districts of Paris and Barcelona according to their cultural or commercial dynamism, both also offer a new perspective of the city: two areas which can simultaneously embody working-class and cosmopolitan lifestyles, characterised by the ethnicity and socio-cultural diversity of their population. 
For a long time, Belleville and El Raval were stigmatised for hosting a certain contingent of marginalised and blue-collar individuals, which means part of their population were undermined by the modernisation of Paris and Barcelona between the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth century (Fernández 2014; Simon 1993; Ter Minassian 2009). The bourgeois believed the dwellers of these districts were potential revolters, which they feared. In Paris, the participation of Belleville’s inhabitants in the Commune insurrection between 1870 and 1871 reinforced this concern and created a narrative around the area, thought of as a “socialist bastion” (Simon 1993, 8). During the beginning of the twentieth century, El Raval also became a neuralgic centre of the Catalan anarchist movement, which contributed to creating a climate of violence, an essential factor to understand the demonising rhetoric which was applied to the district (Fernández González 2014). Its condition of shelter land for international immigration contributed to “reshape a part of the commercial device” of El Raval (Ter Minassian 2009, 117). As for Belleville, it acquired the role of an interface pole with the birth country of the immigrant population that inhabited or visited the district, which led to the flourishing of certain businesses, such as telecommunication stores or “ethnical” shops. This perpetuates “the particular ambiance of these working-class districts whose attendance is very cosmopolitan” (Clerval, Fleury and Humain-Lamoure 2011, 4).
For almost two decades now, both have been used as case studies to explain the gentrification processes experienced by districts in Paris (Clerval 2011; Stott 2015; Vivant and Charmes 2008) and Barcelona (Sánchez-Aguilera and González-Pérez 2021; Ter Minassian 2009). Described as a “diverse phenomenon” which can hardly be reduced to a “linear, sequential and progressive” timeline, gentrification comes up in different forms everywhere it takes place, even though it is possible to observe some common features (Chabrol et al. 2016, 44). According to Chabrol et al, among these characteristics, gentrification implies a transformation of the commercial and urban structures of a district. This transformation incites  high competitiveness between actors that have more or less resources to appropriate and preserve local space. This clash for the conservation of local space leads not only to materialistic consequences, but has a symbolic dimension as well. Thus, according to Imelda and Hiernaux-Nicolas, the analysis of the power rhetoric and how it is exercised in space allows the understanding of symbolic mechanisms of control and appropriation of the mentioned space. This rhetorical dissection allows for instance to focus on several elements that may express power from a social perspective, such as the study of design of spaces, their appropriation by different actors or the modification of their names (Hiernaux-Nicolas and Imelda 2014). Representations of the spaces which are portrayed by the media entail direct consequences for the material evolution of such locations (Zukin 2017, 17-22). Hence, developing an interest in the media depiction of gentrified districts enables the comprehension of the perception local actors have of these spaces, how they confront each other; and their consideration of the prospective transformations of the area. The following chapter presents the results of a research which intends to identify the depictions local actors reproduce of Belleville and El Raval in urban development plans and in newspapers and lifestyle magazines. Firstly, the text discusses the state of academic literature in the study of media representations and gentrification. Secondly, it takes a closer look at the methodology used in this study. Finally, a third part of the text exposes the main results of our field work.
 
Studying gentrified districts in the media, filling a void in gentrification literature
We choose to employ the term “representation” instead of other words such as “perception” or “image”, because this notion has been vastly employed in urban studies, remarkably by Marcel Roncayolo. According to his perspective, a “city” manifests as a space of representations. The approach of “representation” relies on three main pillars: on the one hand, the system of ideas owned by those who draw and give a structure to the city; secondly, a more generic system, which encompasses both a definite space and a broad interpretation of the world; and lastly, the representations of urban space that emanate from its inhabitants and users (Roncayolo 1990). Scientific literature in the 1980s and 1990s frequently mentions mediatic representations of gentrification quite succinctly. The study of media discourse about gentrification tended to be criticised because its representations in the media were considered superficial or accused of offering a positive vision of it (Beauregard 2010 (1986); Smith 2005 (1996)). At the end of the 1980s, a wide part of scientific literature focused on the study of American cities. Robert Beauregard then insisted in the fact that the “thinnest and outermost layer of our comprehension of the gentrification process is that of journalistic and public-relations hyperbole fostered by its “boosters”” (Beauregard 2010 (1986), 11). These so-called “boosters” share an interest in increasing economic activity within the city, as well as an affinity for the middle class. Their descriptions tend consequently to misrepresent the gentrification process, and often exude an ideology which leads to its pursuit. This “hegemonic boosterism” presents gentrification as a benefit for the city in an erroneous way (Beauregard 2010 (1986), 12). Through his analysis of an editorial published by The New York Times, marxist geographer Neil Smith condemns the complicity of New York media in the diffusion of positive representations of gentrification (Smith 2005 (1996), 28-45). According to Smith, the discourse of the journalists suggests gentrified urban spaces are wild territories that demand to be conquered or civilised, whilst insisting on the virtues of the urban pioneers and the opulence of the new artistic scene. 
Some of the observations made by Sharon Zukin around the impact of discourse on disinvestment and reinvestment in urban spaces identify the role that media can play in urban change (Zukin 2017, 17-22). According to Zukin, the shift from managerialism to entrepreneurialism in urban governance, identified by David Harvey in 1989 (Harvey 1989), requires an investment through speech in urban spaces, in order to generate economical contributions. Far from being only an economic factor, the creation and destruction processes of the value of urban space are linked to the usage of discourse. Reinvestment speeches appear in  different forms (informal conversations, official reports, press articles…), which are always subjective and may have an impact on urban spaces. Firstly, targeting of potentially good areas for development might induce economic effects, such as an increase of investments. Furthermore, the creation of a buzz that mobilises public attention in new cultural attractions could support the arrival of tourists and promoters. Thirdly, the staging of future new districts through lifestyle magazines creates a considerable rise in real estate prices. In all those cases, this kind of discourse contributes to standardising the cool and authentic rhetoric of the diversity of urban spaces.  Yet, as this rhetoric has repercussions on the evolution of such space and it contributes to its standardisation (Zukin 2017, 17-22).
In Paris and Barcelona, some authors have talked about the complicity between media and gentrifiers. For instance, in Paris, Anne Clerval criticised the fact that the media support the transformation of working-class districts into spaces which respond to the uses of the intellectual bourgeoisie, even though she did not back these affirmations with any examples (Clerval 2008). However, there are more recent studies about the city that base their observations on a qualitative analysis of press coverage. Thus, in his analysis of the content of fifteen articles on two venues located in the XVIIIth arrondissement (La REcyclerie and the Brasserie Barbès), Pierre Joffre observes that there is a "strong contrast in the media stories" (Joffre 2023, 13). According to Joffre, these two projects and their values would come out  more or less critical, depending on the publication and the sections in which the articles would appear. Similarly, the social relations between races and classes would be negatively highlighted in the text following the same criteria. In the case of Barcelona, several authors have pointed out the fact that some representations of the central districts that appeared in the media were similar to those used by certain social, political or economic agents. The anthropologist Miquel Fernández González explains that during the first half of the twentieth century, the condemnation of criminal and prostitution activities that took place in El Raval, but also its poverty, its misery and its insalubrity, created a consensus between liberal hygienists and conservative moralists (Fernández González 2014). This favoured the diffusion of a mystified representation of the district as a siege of evil: the Barrio Chino, or Chinatown in English (Madrid 1925). Using the specific case of the demolition of Illa Sant Ramón block, in the south of El Raval, Fernández González denounces the role of the media in the process of legitimising renovation operations that are very aggressive towards the urban fabric. During this event, the media used an infamous episode in the neighbourhood to trigger a "campaign of discrediting and stigmatisation", which allowed them to portray the area as problematic and call for a blunt intervention by the public authorities (Fernández González 2014, 129-134). Gaspar Maza also points out that the media discourse about El Raval experienced considerable modifications as soon as the first construction projects programmed by a development plan of the district launched in 1986, the Pla Especial de Reforma Interior (PERI) del Raval, were finished. Along with the inauguration of new cultural spaces, such as the Museu d’Art Contemporani de Barcelona (MACBA), and new public spaces like the Rambla del Raval, a whole new narrative among the social history and the new identity of the district is produced (Maza 1999). 
After 2010, a series of more exhaustive studies explored the question of media discourses around gentrification in depth. Those tend to use American cities as case studies and avoid reduced scales such as districts. Nevertheless, they provide substantial leads to understand the construction of different media framings on gentrification and their evolution over time (Brown-Sarancino and Rumpf 2011). They also refer to the benefits of analysing media discourse to study the symbolic dimension of gentrification. For Daniel Makagon, as gentrification is a “form of symbolic action”, analysing “how communication facilitates and frames the class remake of urban neighbourhoods” may provide better ways to understand it (Makagon 2010, 27). In that context, analysing media discourses about gentrification  provides a greater understanding on the influence the reporter has on urban culture and, therefore, on how individuals experience or represent their right to the city. As popular press (that Makagon defines as newspapers, alternative weeklies and news magazines) tends to accord larger space to gentrification discussion and coverage than other media platforms (such as radio or television programs), working on written and digital press archives allows us to obtain a wider corpus (Makagon 2010).
This research tries to analyse how local actors manage to create and reproduce some representations of gentrified areas in development plans and in the media. Since Belleville and El Raval, but also Paris and Barcelona as cities, have already been studied by gentrification literature, the main interest of this research project is the development of a multidisciplinary method to analyse the symbolic mechanisms of the clash for the conservation and appropriation of local space that takes place during the gentrification process (Chabrol et al. 2016).

A multidisciplinary method to study the representation of gentrified districts
The methodology used in this project was based on a multidisciplinary perspective. The first part of the project consisted of applying methods of analysis coming from communication studies to urban plans, which are generally used as a source in other disciplines such as urban studies. Thus, we used a content analysis method on several urban plans published by the Ville de Paris and the Ajuntament de Barcelona from the 1980s to 2019 (Direction d’Aménagement urbain de la Ville de Paris and APUR 1983, 2006, 2016, 2019 ; Ajuntament de Barcelona 1985, 1993, 1995, 2001, 2005 (a), (b) and (c), 2016, 2018 (a) and (b)). This method of analysis was chosen mainly because the corpus of documents to be studied was several hundred pages long and proposed many obstacles in the context of a Master's thesis to analyse it exhaustively with a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) method. Several elements which emerged from the analysis were then linked with contextual aspects extracted from other disciplines such as history, urban studies, sociology or anthropology. The main goal of this project was to identify the different representations of Belleville and El Raval public authorities displayed on these documents, and to link these representations with both the projects that are included in those development plans and the socio-historical context of the district and the city. 
In the second part, we focused on a CDA of 68 articles about Belleville and El Raval, taken from six different newspapers, whose selection criteria are explained in the next paragraph. The most interesting thing about CDA is that it can be applied to a huge diversity of disciplines and research topics. This methodology approach provides some guidelines that allow researchers to observe social, political, cultural and historic structures, processes and constraints, in order to achieve a better understanding of the links between discourse and society (Van Dijk 1999). Moreover, the theorization of CDA by Teun Van Dijk (Van Dijk 1999) exposes the importance of discourse in the reproduction of power and domination dynamics in society, as well as its influence on the perpetuation of social inequalities. Therefore, studying discourses of two gentrified districts with CDA allows the understanding of how hegemonic speech can reproduce, maintain, or fight the inequalities linked to gentrification (Montaner 2020). The end of this part of the chapter explains the used method with more details.
Our main hypothesis was that the reproduction and construction of representations existing in media discourse may vary depending on media type and other elements, such as its financial independence or its editorial line. In order to confirm this theory, three media categories were defined, and three different media platforms (one for each category), were designated for the two case studies. The first one corresponded to mainstream media, and was composed by Le Monde and La Vanguardia, two of the most consulted press journals in France and Spain (country level), but also in Ile-de-France and in Catalunya (regional level). They both have a long history of publication and are part of big communication groups that appear to have complex relationships with other corporations of different economic sectors such as banks, insurance companies, or real estate agencies (Grupo Godó. N.d. (a); Grupo Godó. N.d. (b); Fundación La Caixa. N.d ; La rédaction du Monde 2019; Oficina Municipal de dades 2018; Observatoire de la Presse et des Médias 2019). New media were represented by Mediapart and eldiario.es, both born during the restructuring of mainstream media after the beginning of the economic crisis of 2007. These two are online publications and try to develop conflictual society subjects from a so-called more respectful perspective of freedom of press, compared to  traditional newspapers. Eldiario.es is financed by a hybrid system that combines public fundings, ethical publicity and the contribution of subscribers. Mediapart is exclusively supported by its subscribers. These models allow them to maintain their financial independence (Eldiario.es N.d; Mediapart N.d.). Finally, we selected Time Out Paris and Time Out Barcelona to study cultural and lifestyle magazines. Time Out is a magazine present in more than three hundred cities worldwide. We chose this magazine since it focuses on depicting the most trendy or original spaces of a city. Besides, its main audience would come from the creative class, which may correspond to potential gentrifiers (Sabot 2018).
During an initial search for the terms "Belleville" and "Raval" in search engines of the archives of the selected media, the volume of results was too large for a qualitative analysis using the CDA method. In order to build a reduced corpus that contained enough substantial information to analyse the representations of the two districts, we had to develop a very precise selection of criteria. Firstly, we set a time limit: we decided to work over a sufficiently long period of time to capture a certain evolution of the news events in the district, while restricting the time and, consequently, the volume of articles. Being the objective to understand what representations of the districts were present in the current press, the limit was set between the January 1st, 2018 and October  31st, 2019, the date on which we began the analysis work using CDA. The second selection criteria was the length of the articles. By focusing on longer articles, we hoped to obtain more contextual elements that would allow us to conduct the analysis. However, we made an exception for opinion articles, as they tend to be shorter whilst granting a more direct glimpse of the author’s representation of the district, or by extension, of the media. Finally, we established three thematic axes: the socio-spatial dynamics of the district; its social mobilisations and initiatives; and its cultural life. These three axes allow us to analyse different aspects linked to the transformation of the commercial and urban fabric of the district, as well as the construction of unequal relations among the appropriation of space which have resulted from these transformations. This selection process has enabled us to build up a corpus of 68 articles for CDA.
This corpus main feature is its heterogeneity, since it is possible to observe some disparities in it. On the one hand, El Raval appears to be overrepresented with 49 articles, while 

Table 1. Methodology used to compilate the articles and main criteria of selection of the corpus.

	Media
	Methodology of compilation 
	Main criteria of selection of the corpus

	
Le Monde
12 articles

	
Search per keyword “Belleville” in Europresse and manual selection of the results which fit in the main criteria of selection of the corpus. 

	
General criteria: 
· Articles published between the 1st January 2018 and the 31st October 2019.
· Articles containing keywords “Belleville” or “Raval” and talking about the district.
· News, chronicles, reports and analysis at least half a page long for written press, and at least a page long for digital press. Opinion articles, no matter their extension.

The cultural life of the district:
· Articles about activities, cultural locations and institutions of the district.
· Texts, films or photographs transforming the district into a piece of art.
· Articles highlighting creators or artists original from/ located in the district.
· Articles on the multicultural dimension of the district.

Social and urban dynamics :
· Articles about the social policy of the municipality.
· Articles talking about different urban renovations or urban renewal projects.
· Articles about immigration in the district.
· Articles about different dynamics affecting the city (tourism, real estate prices, speculation…).
· Articles about prostitution.
· Articles about crime and delinquency. 

Mobilizations and social initiatives: 
· Articles about the district’s organisations and activists’ mobilizations.


	
La Vanguardia
30 articles
	
Search per keyword “Raval” in the journal’s digital archives and manual selection of the results which fit in the main criteria of selection of the corpus. 

	

	
Mediapart
6 articles
	
Search per keyword “Belleville” in the search engine of the website and manual selection of the results which fit in the main criteria of selection of the corpus. 

	

	
eldiario.es
22 articles

	
Search per keyword “Raval” in the search engine of the website and manual selection of the results which fit in the main criteria of selection of the corpus. 
	

	
Time Out Paris
1 article


	
Selection of the guide article of the district  “Belleville / Ménilmontant».
	
The guide articles of the district proposes a selection of different spots to visit (restaurants, bars, shops, museums...). To introduce them, they include the first paragraph of their published critiques or chronicles. Therefore, we decided it was more interesting to analyse those condensed critics, instead of a selection of articles that we would randomly choose.  


	
Time Out Barcelona
1 article


	
Selection of the guide article of the district  “El Raval” .
	


 


Belleville only has 19. This disparity applies also to the different topics of the articles: Among them, 38 of 49 addressed subjects related to social and urban dynamics. It is also possible to observe that each journal has its own preferred category: Le Monde and La Vanguardia publish more articles related to cultural life, while Mediapart and eldiario.es publish more about social and urban dynamics. Differences can also be found in the type of articles in each journal. La Vanguardia is for instance the only media that publishes opinion articles, and Le Monde and Mediapart prefer analysis, chronicles and reports.
The articles were analysed using the grids created following the methodology of critical discourse analysis of the press proposed by Rodrigo Browne, Victor Silva and Ricardo Baessolo (Browne, Silva and Baessolo 2010). Those grids were then compared between them per categories of analysis so as to identify their similarities and singularities. This study is only an exploration of the discursive choices operated by six different media to portray two districts that have been widely studied for their gentrification processes. The exposition of this work launches a preliminary prospect in the question of media representations of gentrified urban districts that may hopefully inspire other scholars in the pursuit of this subject.

Trendy, conflictual, supportive or resistant district: the main representations of Belleville and El Raval
Despite the heterogeneity of this corpus, the analysis of the selected articles allows us to identify some common media discourses applied to Belleville and El Raval. Three representations of these urban districts are currently shared by the two case studies:  the trendy, the conflictual and the supportive district. As each media selects its own content with its own criteria, these representations are built or reproduced by the press according to the events or the news they choose to talk about. Yet it is interesting to remark how representations built by the different publications set an example of the symbolic dimension of the gentrification of the two districts. All these representations converge on the same space and complexify the narrative on the evolution of the district and its trajectory in the gentrification process.
 
The district’s cultural life, an item for its revalorization
In the corpus of texts on the cultural life of Belleville and El Raval, most of the times we find the representation of two districts with a certain cultural dynamism which have become a trend. It is through the added value of this cultural activity, the celebration of the district’s diversity, and even of its history and authenticity that a representation as a trendy neighbourhood is constructed. The Time Out guide articles set the perfect example of how Belleville and El Raval can be represented as trendy districts. In them, finding out the best places to be is associated with visiting the most authentic spots. Yet, authenticity is related to different items in each district. Belleville’s authenticity is defined by its rustic aspect. To discover its hidden, non-contaminated spots, we must explore it. Sometimes, these expeditions can be risky because the good spots may be located in hostile environments. It is the case of the Clin’s 20, a bar reserved to the rare Parisians that will cross over the Pixérécourt street, where you must “avoid to hang out alone at night” (Time Out Paris 2016). Nevertheless, if the danger that is mentioned here seems to be linked to the “really grey bars of housing”, this “tiny candy-pinkish bar” “could bring the most coward of the Parisians to try the adventure” (Time Out Paris 2016). In those cases, the risk of danger during the expedition paradoxically reinforces the experience of discovering an authentic spot. When it comes to El Raval, the quest for authenticity passes by searching places that have become emblematic because of their history, or where you can feel the old times due to the decoration (Time Out Barcelona 2015). On some occasions, the myth of the Barrio Chino is recuperated to evocate the most conflictual dimensions of the past of the district. The guide article sets a curated selection of places that can make readers experience it without facing its dangers. In both guides, inhabitants are transformed into extras promoting this authentic experience: the “outlandish ravalian fauna of the Andes” (Time Out Barcelona 2015) and the “eclectic fauna” of Belleville (Time Out Paris 2016). Both expressions belong to the kind of vocabulary that appeals to the myth of the frontier, that according to Neil Smith, tends to build the social significance of gentrification (Smith 2005 (1996), 11). For Smith, the imaginary of the frontier characterises poor and working-class as uncivil or wild population. Its utilisation aims to « tame the wild city » and allows rationalisation of social differentiation and exclusion by presenting them as an inevitable phenomenon (Smith 2005 (1996), 16).
This appropriation of language and landscape comes with an ideological burden. By reproducing this speech, that may enrich the style of the article, the reporter associates the wild and the unpredictable to fun and unique experiences. In both cases, discourse analysis shows a paradox: even if Time Out addresses an audience that could be identified as  a potential gentrifier, the magazine tries to escape spots where they may be present. Indeed, Time Out Paris criticises the presence of the bobos several times because their frequentization of places removes their popular and convivial aspect and, by extension, modifies the prices of products. In short, a discreet presence of the bobos, implicitly identified as agents of the transformation of the place, is tolerated. But when it provokes the commercial gentrification of the space, or even a transformation of its originality, it destroys its authenticity. In the case of Barcelona, the urban landscape generated by gentrification represents a condition for the creation of the holiday destination and tourism accentuates the effects of gentrification (Cócola 2016). The presence of tourists here represents a loss of authenticity, while the presence of hipsters or modernos (used as equivalents of "bobo" in Spanish) is appreciated when it is not too pronounced. 
In Le Monde, Belleville is principally valued as a privileged space of creation and as a non-sanitized Parisian décor (Carpentier 2018; Jenvrin 2018). But Mediapart enhances its past as a working-class district, particularly to evoke the origins of some artists (Chevassus-au-Louis 2018). The case of El Raval is rare because in most of the analysed articles the culturally dynamic environment of the district was enhanced by a particular conflict that was mediatized by La Vanguardia (Barenblit 2019; Barranco and Sese 2019; La Vanguardia 2018 (b); Sese 2018; Sese 2019). The newspaper published a series of articles about a vacant lot where two urban projects were discussed. One was an annex of the dispensary of the district. The other one was an annex to the MACBA museum. Inaugurated in 1995, MACBA is one of the equipment constituting the cultural corridor planned by the Pla del Liceu al Seminari of 1980. Later on it was integrated in the Pla Especial de Reforma Interior du Raval (PERI). Its main goal was to form a corridor constituted by a series of cultural equipment, which comprise today the Centre de Cultura Contemporània de Barcelona, the Filmoteca de Catalunya or the Liceu theater. As Javier Godó, the president of the group that owns La Vanguardia, is also the vice president of the stakeholder foundation of MACBA (Fundación La Caixa N.d.), these articles show how economic interests may have an influence in the mediatic treatment of gentrified urban spaces. The museum is indeed presented here as a central piece of the cultural renaissance of the district: it is a “germinal equipment”, build to become a “cultural irradiation spot” and a “generator of what was at the time named a positive metastasis” (La Vanguardia 2018 (b)). We can also notice a certain pressure in the discourse of La Vanguardia, which leads us to contemplate the development of the cultural institutions of the district as an essential piece for its further transformation. MACBA must continue to expand “so it can contribute to potentialize Barcelona as a cultural space with international attraction” (Sese 2018), because this project “drew a map where the [Angels] square became the most powerful cultural spot of the city” (Barenblit 2019).

The conflictive district, a threat of devaluation
In both districts, social and urban dynamics tend to be explored through articles that call the district’s safety into question and reaffirm the existence of a conflictual space with problems that threaten to spread out into the whole city. Le Monde publishes two articles that cover the criminal cases of Sarah Halimi and Mireille Knoll, two Jewish old ladies who were murdered in Paris in 2017 and in 2018. The antisemitic dimension of these crimes is used here to question the representation of a multicultural district, where cohabitation between communities is pacific: Babelville, a contraction of the mythical Babel and Belleville (Couvelaire 2018; Seckel 2018). 
One of the reports portrays Kobili Traoré, the alleged murderer of Sarah Halimi, and suggests that his personal circumstances led him to commit the crime. Traoré is described as a man with a violent temper; a drug dealer and consumer who already had a police record. Another element subtly hints at the real problem of the district: at the beginning of the article, a description of the Vaucouleur street problematizes the presence of social housing in the district. These buildings, with their "uncool façades", "homes turned in on themselves", are the scene of the violent death of Sarah Halimi (Couvelaire 2018). In this withdrawn, slightly degraded setting, the real threat would come from the inhabitants whose living environment is more unstructured, as they would disturb the cohabitation. The real problem in Babelville is therefore not antisemitism, but, as Mrs Halimi's son suggests, the district has become a "hotspot for drug trafficking" (Couvelaire 2018).
In El Raval, the rise of infractions and drug trafficking is seen as a comeback to the darkest years of the Barrio Chino, especially when it comes to articles published by La Vanguardia. Between 1980 and 1990, the journal published several opinion articles lamenting insecurity, crimes and the despair of the neighbours (La Vanguardia 1986; La Vanguardia 1988 (a); La Vanguardia 1988 (b)). In 2018, the inhabitants of Barcelona experienced a rise of insecurity in the whole city, but especially in the districts of Ciutat Vella, where El Raval is located (Elies 2019). That same year, El Raval went through a rise of drug trafficking in squatted apartments, the so-called  narcopisos (Benvenuty and Muñoz 2018). These two phenomena catalyse the publication of new opinion articles by the journal, where El Raval and Ciutat Vella are described as non-safe spaces, where insecurity is a constant threat for the citizens (La Vanguardia 2018 (a)). Insecurity is associated with a moral and physical degradation of the district, like the one that was described in the 1980s (La Vanguardia 2018 (c)). Once again, the myth of the frontier makes its appearance (Smith 2005 (1996)), as this feeling of threat is enhanced by the mobilisation of the semantic field of combat, the use of the notion of frontier, and the insistence in the possible expansion of the problem, which threatens the touristic and financial attractive of the city (La Vanguardia 2018 (b)). This pejorative representation of the Raval as a district of conflict is presented here as a threat that could destroy its fashionable aura. Faced with this situation, the publication calls for an increase in the number of police officers present in the district, the establishment of a certain culture of order and civic-mindedness, and the creation of a comprehensive intervention plan, more focused on social issues (Miró i Ardèvol 2019). If the mediatic treatment proposed by La Vanguardia is mainly composed of opinion articles, eldiario.es covers the subject from a more informative perspective, from which the reporter tries to understand the reasons for the expansion of narcopisos and to link the phenomenon to other socio-economic problems. According to the reporters, these venues would be vacant apartments owned by banks and investment funds (eldiario.es 2019). This new approach allows the reader to identify the speculation in the real estate market as the main source of the problem. Those articles published by eldiario.es also call the mediatization of the conflict operated by the media into question, just as cellphones would have promoted the recording and diffusion of images that stigmatise the district, but also because the media are said to be giving more visibility to certain events which are supposed to attract more audience (Pareja 2019).
 
The supportive district, a key tool to expose the district’s social inequalities
Mediapart and eldiario.es are publishing a series of articles that raise awareness of the social inequalities and injustices affecting certain groups of inhabitants and users, which are more vulnerable when it comes to maintaining their share of urban space. In addition to publicising the situation of these groups, these articles make visible and enhance the social action that aims to help them. When these media denounce the precarious situation of migrants, the efficiency of the institutions that are supposed to support them tends to be called into question (Mathieu 2018). Nonetheless, in the case of El Raval, the social work done by charities, like the Santa Anna Church or the Espacio del Inmigrante, is appreciated (Rodriguez 2019 (d); Iborra 2018). El Raval is also introduced as an example of spatial segregation. Once again, eldiario.es tries to explain the origins of these dynamics by building cause-consequence links. Therefore, the spatial segregation phenomenon would be caused by real estate’s prices, migration politics, the presence of supportive networks and racial discrimination (Sanchez and Figueroa 2018). Belleville and El Raval are used as examples in matters of police harassment against prostitutes, and in debates about the legalization of prostitution (Requena, Rodriguez, Ramajo and Lopez 2018; Fessard 2018). In Belleville, the condemnation of police harassment done by Mediapart goes further. The journal publishes two articles about harassment and sexual humiliations done by policemen to young men of working-class districts (Fessard 2019; Hajdenberg 2019). These articles call off the racist and discriminatory dimension of these practices. They also explain that these controls tend to delegitimize the young men’s use of public space. Once again, the witnesses from the district’s organisations are used to denounce the social conflicts that take place in its public space, and their social action is highlighted.
 
The resistant district: depicting the fight against gentrification
A last representation is exclusive to the media discourse of El Raval: the district resisting gentrification. This representation is built by La Vanguardia and eldiario.es through the action of the municipality and the inhabitants against real estate speculation and tourism. Regarding municipal action, eldiario.es evaluates the cancellation of the licence for the building of a new luxury hotel in the district (Rodriguez 2019 (c)) or the administrative unit in charge of disciplinary sanctions to big real-estate owners (Rodriguez 2019 (a); Solé 2018). La Vanguardia valorizes mostly punctual actions led by the municipality, like for instance the limitation of tourist’s access to Sant Antoni market when there is more affluence to avoid its further transformation into a tourism-exclusive space, like the Boqueria market located in El Raval (La Vanguardia 2019).
Eldiario.es depicts positively the efforts of the inhabitants against speculation (Bravo 2018; Estevez 2019; Rodriguez 2019 (b); Vilajosana 2019). All the articles related to this topic have common characteristics. First, the speculation issue is generalised: the case that is exposed in the article is then inserted into a wider speculation dynamic that can be seen in other districts and at a city level. Some of its connections are even depicted as international. Secondly, these cases are transformed into symbols of resistance against gentrification and speculation. At last but not least, the actions led by inhabitants are heroized and described as their fight against owners, where the semantic of the battlefield is used again. In these articles, it is therefore possible to observe what Doury, Casillo et Fijalkow identify as the historical figuration of invasion. It consists of a mobilisation of the dialectic of colonisation and its value judgments and contributes to framing gentrification as an invasion or occupation process. This figuration is accompanied by an axiologisation of its actors, where the good ones are those who were living in the district, whereas the bad ones are invaders craving resources. Victims of gentrification are characterised by their supposed anteriority in the place and by their position on the bottom of the social ladder (Doury, Casillo and Fijalkow 2017).
Conclusion 
Even with a reduced corpus of articles, the representations of a gentrified district emerging from the media discourse appear to vary based on the studied media. There are, of course, some similarities in those speeches, but each media platform tends to build its own representations of the district according to the news they decide to portray, and the journalist’s or the media’s take on the matter. The studied lifestyle magazines (Time Out) and traditional media (Le Monde and La Vanguardia) tend, for instance, to take up the adages of diversity and historicity in order to add value to the authenticity of the district and, therefore, its approach of trendy. 
In the perpetual search for a space capable of offering a truly exotic experience, the inhabitants and users of the district are transformed into elements of decoration; the living spaces of the working classes are sometimes presented as a threat; the exacerbated presence of the bobos and tourists is to be avoided at all costs. In short, a visit to the district is presented as an urban expedition, thus exalting the imaginary of the frontier and reinforcing the rationalisation of a difference between inhabitants and visitors. In the same way, this representation of Belleville and El Raval as conflictual territories, representing a threat to the social order, is again recovered by media in other contexts. Le Monde and La Vanguardia employ the coverage of certain criminal events in the area to show a certain decline of the district and its inhabitants and to evoke (more or less subtly) the threat of the problem spreading to the rest of the city. Just like that, drug trafficking and the murders of Sarah Halimi and Mireille Knoll jeopardize the survival of Babelville, a mystified representation of the multicultural and peacefully cohabited district. In El Raval, it is the spread of the phenomenon of the narcopisos and the increase of insecurity in Barcelona's central districts that are depicted as the great return of the conflict linked to the Barrio Chino. Here, the newspaper calls for intervention by the public authorities and even mobilises the transformative potential of cultural activity as a remedy to curb the expansion of the Chino.
The representations of Belleville and El Raval that emanate mainly from the new media studied (Mediapart and eldiario.es) oppose those offered by the aforementioned publications. Thus, when it comes to evoking the narcopisos, the reporters of eldiario.es try to link the phenomenon to other socio-economic problems such as property speculation, and even ask themselves what are the impacts and reasons for its mediatisation. Similarly, both publications strive to report on the social inequalities affecting the most vulnerable groups in the district. Plus, they make visible the social action aimed to help these groups, which contributes to creating a representation which values the solidarity of the district and its community life. In Barcelona, the existence of the gentrification-resistant district completes the mosaic of media representations of El Raval. Slightly used by La Vanguardia, exploited more frequently by eldiario.es, it seems quite pertinent to ask whether this last representation might not, precisely, reverse the imaginary of the frontier evoked by Neil Smith or, at least, exploit it from the perspective of those "gentrified".
In short, all these representations, which converge in the same space, complexify the narrative of the evolution of the district and its trajectory in the process of gentrification. Even if we must be conscious about the limitations of this work, it creates a new series of research perspectives or questions that may be interesting for a further study on media representations of gentrified districts. The most obvious one involves the further study of these yet identified representations in a wider corpus, since it could  bestow contextual richness on this analysis. This work could allow us to verify if the main representations our research identified are present in other media or if they are valid for other case studies. This investigation is also relevant as an opportunity to pay more attention to the factors that lead media to reproduce a concrete representation of the district among the others. Is it a conscious choice made by the reporter? Is he just following a social construction? Do the media’s interests interfere in the reproduction of certain representations? Focusing on this question requires an understanding of how reporters perceive the study case, as well as the production routines and the constraints the media imposes on them. The question that should spark our interest from now on is not just how a gentrified district is represented in the media, but which elements enhance this particular representation.
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