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התיאור נוצר באופן אוטומטי]

Migrants from War to War- Israel 2023-2024
Since 2022, several new military conflicts have erupted: the Russia-Ukraine war, warfare in the Tigray and Amhara regions of Ethiopia, North India and the Hamas-Israel war. At first glance, these wars may seem distant from one another, occurring as they do on different continents. However, for migrants who have arrived in Israel over the past two years, these conflicts are part of their daily lived experiences. This current research note aims to present a preliminary overview and initial insights regarding the experiences of immigrants who have faced war both in their countries of origin and in their received countries.

Migration to Israel
Israel is an immigrant country whose population is composed of waves of immigrants (olim) from around the world with Jewish roots who have been granted automatic citizenship in accordance with the country’s Law of Return,[footnoteRef:1] regardless of their age, health, wealth, professional skills, or other criteria. Olim who came from conflict zones are defined in Israel as refugee-olim, a status that gives them additional economic benefits in addition to being olim. [1: The Law of Return, in its updated version (1970), states that persons of Jewish descent (up to the degree of grandchild of a Jew) and their spouses are entitled to immigrate to Israel, with the exception of Jews who converted to another religion voluntarily, and a number of restrictions related to public security. According to the Israeli Nationality Law (1952), an immigrant’s certificate immediately entitles them to Israeli citizenship.] 

From the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948, about 3.3 million olim have immigrated to Israel, 44.6% of them from 1990 onwards (CBS, 2023). There are variety of motives for immigrating to Israel among immigrants with Jewish roots, including ideological, religious, economic, social, health, political and even security motives. According to the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration (MAI), between 2022 and August 2023, 113,806 immigrants arrived in Israel, more than twice the number (49,092) than arrived between 2020 and 2021 (MAI, 2023). This significant increase is due to the Russo-Ukrainian war, as the vast majority (92,140 of the 113,806) have arrived from Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus. From the data analysis[footnoteRef:2] about 84% of all immigrants who came to Israel came from areas where there was a war in 2022-2023. In the last two years, immigrants who directly and indirectly experienced war in their country of origin arrived in Israel. [2:  ] 


Three Distinct Wars
The Russia-Ukraine War: Immigrant from Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus in Israel
The Russia-Ukraine War, which began on February 24, 2022, continues with significant intensity. This conflict has led to an unprecedented refugee crisis, with around six million Ukrainian refugees displaced as of October 10, 2023. Following the war, three primary groups of immigrants arrived in Israel from Ukraine, Russia, and Belarus. Approximately 31,000 refugees from Ukraine have sought refuge in Israel since the war's outbreak, around 17,000 of whom are eligible for Aliyah under the Law of Return. This immigration is considered an "emergency Aliyah" because these individuals directly experienced the war and were forced to flee their homeland, thus being categorized as "refugee-immigrants." Beyond the standard absorption benefits, refugee-immigrants from Ukraine may also be entitled to a one-time financial grant from the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration. The majority of Ukrainian immigrants are women (about 60%) aged 18–60, representing about three-quarters of all Ukrainian immigrants in 2022–2023. This demographic distribution is largely due to the Ukrainian government's prohibition on men aged 18–60 from leaving the country during the conflict. The median age of these women is 42, while that of the men is 38. Additionally, about 14,000 Ukrainian refugees not eligible under the Law of Return arrived in Israel, escaping the war and are legally protected from deportation.
Around 72,000 immigrants from Russia, eligible under the Law of Return, have arrived in Israel since the war's inception. The massive migration from Russia is attributed to internal dynamics within Russia, such as extensive conscription efforts and international sanctions imposed on Russia, leading many eligible young people to immigrate to Israel. The gender distribution and median age among Russian immigrants are relatively balanced, at 35 for women and 34 for men, with many having an academic background and belonging to the middle-high socioeconomic class in Russia before immigration.
Approximately 4,000 immigrants from Belarus have arrived in Israel under the Law of Return since the war began, a threefold increase compared to similar periods in previous years. The median age of these immigrants is estimated at 34. Like the migration from Russia, internal dynamics in Belarus, a supporter of Russia, have prompted concerns among citizens about conscription, alongside Western sanctions imposed on Belarus.
Ethiopia – Conflict in the Tigray and Amhara Regions
The civil war in the Tigray region began in 2020 and officially ended in 2022. Initially, the conflict was between the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) and its allies and the Ethiopian military, later joined by Eritrean forces and militias from other Ethiopian regions such as Amhara. During the conflict, 73 individuals from Tigray sought refuge in Israel. Concurrently, the situation in Gondar, located in the Amhara region, also became tense, with some locals fighting and dying in the conflict. Thousands were killed, and approximately 2.5 million people were displaced due to the war.
In August 2023, a new front opened in the Amhara region, with Gondar, a city central to many awaiting Aliyah to Israel, playing a significant role. The conflict involves local militias named "Fano" and the Ethiopian federal government, causing casualties among those waiting for Aliyah, affecting both their residential areas and their family members' villages.
As of this writing, the war in the Tigray region has ended, but tensions remain high in the Amhara-Gondar area, making it difficult for many to leave Ethiopia (as the Ethiopian government is not issuing passports). From 2022 to 2023, approximately 3,180 immigrants arrived in Israel from Ethiopia.
India – Conflict in Northeast India
In May 2023, the Bnei Menashe community in Northeast India was caught in a civil war. During the clashes, members of the community were killed, injured, or forced to flee to the forests; their homes and religious sites, including a synagogue and a mikveh, were also destroyed. Consequently, the community had to establish a refugee camp in North India. According to the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration, 1,421 immigrants from the Bnei Menashe community have arrived in Israel in the last five years, while 4,600 are still waiting in India. In 2022–2023, about 317 immigrants from the Bnei Menashe community arrived in Israel, now residing in the Galilee region. Due to the small number of immigrants from India to Israel in the years 2022-2024, in this article we will not focus on this population

Hamas Israel War 

An armed conflict between Israel and Hamas-led Palestinian militant groups[r] has been taking place chiefly in and around the Gaza Strip since 7 October 2023. On that day, Palestinian militant groups launched a surprise attack on southern Israel from the Gaza Strip. On that day, Israel suffered severe atrocities previously unseen in the country, leaving its citizens in a state of national trauma. Over 1,300 people were brutally killed, raped, and burned, nearly 5,000 were injured, hundreds fell in battles, and more than 240 individuals – including infants, children, the elderly, women, and men – were kidnapped (IDF, 2023). As of December 2023, approximately 120,000 Israeli residents from the northern and southern borders have become Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), among them immigrants in the process of absorption who arrived in Israel between 2022 and 2023.



(Migrants During the Hamas Israel war)
In light of the above it can be seen that……….As shown in Table 1, according to our analyses of data from the MAI, 84…% of these recent immigrants arrived from just eight countries that meet at least one of the two following conditions for inclusion in this study: (a) countries and/or regions experiencing war or involvement in war since 2022, including Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, Ethiopia, and India (representing about 84% of all the immigrants, 2022–2023); and (b) countries which have not been involved in war and have more than 1,000 immigrants during this period, including the U.S., France, and Argentina (representing about 9% of all the immigrants). Regardless of their country of origin, all these immigrants experienced the Iron Swords War during their absorption process.
Methods
To answer the objectives of the study which focus on exploring the experiences of immigrants who have faced war in both their countries of origin and their host countries, we conducted mixed-method design that combines qualitative and quantitative data (Leech & Onwuegbuzie, 2009; Vargas-Silva, 2012)
The researchers authoring this study are migration scholars with over two decades of experience, Israeli citizens who have experienced war firsthand. One of the researchers immigrated from Ukraine approximately 30 years ago, still has family in Ukraine, and resides in a war-torn region of Israel. The second researcher focuses on studies related to Ethiopia, and over the past two years, they have engaged in joint research on the contexts of migration and war, including a visit to Poland regarding Ukrainian refugees immediately following the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Since the onset of the war, these scholars have continued to collect data on the processes of immigrant absorption, specifically within the context of the conflict. In the last three months, they have held meetings addressing issues of immigration absorption and war, conducting conversations and interviews with approximately 9 policy makers involved in immigration absorption and at least 12 refugee immigrants. Additionally, the researchers stayed in hotels with internally displaced individuals, some of whom were immigrants, and conducted digital ethnography in digital immigrant groups such as Facebook, WhatsApp, and Telegram. Furthermore, an initial data analysis was performed regarding the number of immigrants, followed by a more comprehensive analysis that aids in understanding the overall situation. 
[bookmark: _Hlk153196172]Interviews were conducted with 9 policymakers and professionals directly involved in immigrant absorption during the War. This research aimed to provide a platform for immigrants to share their personal experiences and perspectives on the absorption process amidst wartime. Additionally, professionals involved in the effort offered insights into their firsthand experiences and the policies they enacted during this challenging period. additionally conducted interviews with 12 new migrants from Ukraine (4), Russia (4) and Ethiopia (4) that arrived at 2023. We asked about: (a) how the immigrants feel about their absorption in the context of their daily lives in Israel; (b) their pre-immigration experiences of the war in their country of origin and in Israel; (c) how they managed internal displacement (if relevant); (d) the coping mechanisms they adopted during the Iron Swords War; and (e) their interactions with Israeli society. Each interview meticulously transcribed to enable a comprehensive and detailed qualitative analysis. All interviews will be analyzed using thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006; Watzlawik & Born, 2007)
Each of the researchers spent a total of about a week in the areas where IDPs were evacuated following the war to learn about their experiences and also the connection with immigration.
Digital Ethnography: In the digital age, where social media plays a significant role, especially in the context of migration, gathering digital information from migrants is essential for understanding their experiences. This research will employ digital ethnography, a method rooted in interpretivism, to gather data from social media platforms (e.g., Babis, 2021; Oreg & Babis, 2023; Varis, 2015).
Qualitative Analysis: This analysis is based on datasets from the Ministry of Immigration and Absorption and the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS), focusing on the number of immigrants and their socio-demographic characteristics who immigrated to Israel during 2022-2023, coinciding with the onset of the war.
It is important to note that these lines are written three months after the war's onset and amidst the ongoing conflict and this is a preliminary analysis of the findings which are very important both because of their originality and because of their ability to influence future research and policy.
Four categories of new immigrants during the Iron Swords War:
The proposed research will constitute a case study using a mixed methods design to investigate the ways in which experiences of war and a double war shape the processes and practices of immigrant absorption. The population from which respondents will be identified includes the 113,807 immigrants who arrived in Israel during the past two years (2022–2023). While overall, new immigrants to Israel in this period arrived from 114 countries (MAI, 2023), 84% came from five countries and/or regions where a war has taken place or is currently occurring. Among those from these five countries and/or regions, 81% are from countries and/or regions experiencing war, and an additional 3% are from the countries that are involved in war indirectly (Table 1). This population represents five categories of new immigrants during the Iron Swords War:
1. Immigrants who directly experienced war in their country of origin and are recognized as refugee-immigrants in Israel. Some of these immigrants are currently experiencing a second displacement during the Iron Swords War. Most of them have family member, living in war zones in their home countries, including, for example, those from Ukraine. Most of the immigrants in this group have family members in their home country, and some even have family and friends on both sides of the conflict (for example, in Russia and in Ukraine).
2. Immigrants who came to Israel during a period when their country was conducting a war and are recognized as immigrants and not as refugee immigrants, such as those from Russia and Belarus. Like the refugee immigrants from Ukraine, they may have family members on both sides of the Russo-Ukrainian war. 
3. Immigrants who, at the time of their immigration, were from areas where a war was taking place in a different part of their home country or where a war started in the city and region where they had lived after their departure. Most of them, such as those from Ethiopia (in the Amhara region) now have family members living in the combat zones. 
4. Immigrants living in Israel whose communities in their home countries experienced war in recent months. Most of them, such as the Bnei Menashe, who immigrated to Israel from India, now have family members living in the combat zones. 
Although all of the above immigrants experienced the processes of absorption in Israel during the Iron Swords War, analyzing their distinct experiences of war, combined with their varied cultural migrant capital, offer the possibility of achieving a deeper and more diverse understanding of the processes of absorption. By examining their varied experiences and their cultural capitals, we may gain a more comprehensive understanding of migrant practices and the nuances of absorption processes more 

Preliminary insights regarding the processes of absorption in the war 2022-2023 
From war to war
As was shown before, 84% of the immigrants who came to Israel in 2022-2023 came from wars. They experienced war directly or indirectly in their country of origin. When they arrived in Israel, seeking safety and stability, they encountered the sudden attack on Israel that began on October 7th. These newcomers, still navigating the early stages of integrating into a new life, now faced the daunting task of coping not only with cultural and linguistic differences but also with the anxieties and uncertainties of war unfolding in their adopted home. The new immigrants were at the first stages of the absorption processes, stages as described in the literature as optimistic (XXX) . The dual experience of the war is expressed in a variety of ways and affects both the feelings of the individual as will be described, and also the community and the relationships with relatives in the country of origin

1. Double war/ A dual war: direct and indirect
a. Family and friend's ties – As immigrants they have connections in the country of origin based on close and distant family and social ties. Despite the fact that they left their country of origin where a war is going on, the concerns for those who remained have not ended. At the same time, in view of the war in the target country, new existential concerns arose. The network of family and social ties contains dual concerns both for everyday life and for those who remain in the country of origin. In addition to this, those who remain in the country of origin also worry about immigrants, as Yulia (2024) describes, "When war broke out in Israel, I received endless calls telling me to get out of Israel, especially because I have a little girl. The pressure from the family was very great..." The central expressions for the double war is expressed in the words of Marina (2023) and Sara (2023) "When a missile falls in Kharkiv, the impact waves are clearly heard in Ashdod [footnoteRef:3]" or "When I try to call my daughter in Gondar and there is no internet for several days, I don't know what to worry about anymore?". [3:  Ashdod is the sixth largest city in Israel, where approximately 30% of the population are immigrants from the Post-Soviet Union (Index Ruppin, 2019).] 

In addition to worries about people, there are also double concerns regarding financial concerns and belongings, the immigrants who have left property accumulated throughout life in their country of origin are also very afraid of losing it and this is at the same time as they have not yet acquired property in the new country as Alex describe (2024) "I left my big house, my summer house and everything there and I hope I will do with this something latter …"

b. International relations between countries - The effect of the dual war was also reflected in the relations between the countries during the wars. The relationship of the countries of origin such as Russia, Ukraine, Ethiopia with Israel which are expressed in support and/or opposition affect the lives of immigrants both in feelings and in personal relationships and connections with friends and relatives (Svetlana 2023). Manifestations of the complexity of relationships due to the wars for example between the countries for example Ukraine and Russia can be reflected in difficulties and loosening of social and sometimes even family ties that can even lead to disconnection. Leonis (2023) describes that "because of the situation I had to cut ties with my childhood friends who supported Russia regarding the war".

2. Normalization of a war normalization of combat situations and the lack of security tranquility. Many children in Israel, and no less so adults, live in a state of security unrest, a fact that sometimes cannot be explained in words. The noises of alarms, the ongoing state of emergency, the news, the Home Front Command - all these are woven into the fabric of life in Israel. Among immigrants who are unfamiliar with the Israeli life experience, and accordingly, the Israeli security and military discourse, arise anxieties and other questions that require not only linguistic but also cultural adaptation. for example, "I didn't understand why Israeli all the time with the mobile even if you talk with them, the feeling that you talk with somebody and he is I the phone is upset, but then I realized that in Israel you need to be online all the time, something could happened" (Marina 2023).  

3. Double crisis and/or Double resilience-
Following the dual war, the new immigrants came with a variety of feelings and struggles. As they describe, for some their fears grew stronger and continued the war that was in the country of origin and others felt that they knew how to deal with it. The spaces of fear versus resilience were always in the contexts of the country of origin and the country they arrived at and included different social and cultural contexts. As described by X "I arrived in Israel, I got used to the new reality and then suddenly the heat started and returned my body to fear" or Y "A war started here and I ran away from a war, my family keeps telling me to leave Israel, to run away to a quiet place, I am thinking of what else to do".
At this initial stage, it can be said that some channeled their resilience to interviews in the media in their native language and an attempt to influence world opinion on the war, or to help other immigrants as well as the soldiers "We arrived in Israel, we are in an absorption center, but the most important thing now is to protect the soldiers, we all collected money, each one He put as much as he could 10 NIS 20 NIS and we bought the soldiers food as well as soaps and socks and underwear and sent them...it was very exciting to bring them" (Adana 2024). Or Tatyana explains: "How do you feel with alarms in Israel? here it is o.k. when we been in Kyiv it was hard, here it is like "Childrens game", I'm going to work every day, my daughter going to school, if there is alarms (and there is couple times a day) I'm O.K. with that we have shelter. " ( Tatyana 2024)

4. A rapid, intimate, and close acquaintance with Israeli society According to migration models, the initial stages of the absorption process include feelings of euphoria and optimism. However, the war interrupted these stages, and now the immigrants are required to confront new aspects of their absorption. Alongside this crisis, the immigrants are now encountering Israeli society in informal and much more intensive ways, which accelerates their familiarization with it. For example, everyone descends to the stairwell and stays together in shelters or shares a very intimate moment of fear during alarm situations. " We live on the fourth floor and every time there is an alarm we go down and wait in the stairwell for ten minutes. Now every time there is an alarm my neighbor from the third floor brings something nice for the kids. On the day my son had his birthday, we took cookies and distributed them to the neighbors... I hardly speak Hebrew, but the children do a little, and with the cookies it's different... In the stairwell I hear the news in Russian and she in Hebrew") Eirna 2023). And Meital, she is working in absorption center with new immigrants "It was crazy, we woke up Saturday morning to alarms, we are really close to Gaza. We entered the shelter together with the immigrants, we were there for about 14 hours closed, we know the immigrants because we are with female workers at the school with the children, but being together for many hours at such an event created a different feeling, and then the ones who guarded us were the soldiers who went to sit home, the immigrant soldiers. I felt that everything was turning upside down, I came to teach them and help them and now they are protecting us."

5. Various Shades of Ongoing Displacement- Various Shades of Ongoing Displacement- The war created continued patterns of migration for most of the immigrants. There are immigrants who choose and want to stay in Israel, some became displaced in Israel, some moved to a third country, and some are still in Israel but are thinking about whether to stay. they are moving from place to place, from home to home, and now find themselves in a state of homelessness.
Their arrival in Israel can be seen as reaching the national home, but at a practical, day-to-day level, both the national and physical homes are in crisis. The complex reality created different possibilities, as Elina (2024) said, "I spent the summer in Saint Petersburg, it was the best three months, I rested and visited where I wanted to visit. When I returned to Israel at the end of September, I understood very well that this is the country where I will stay. After 7.10, I fell even more in love with the people of this country, and I know that this is where I belong want to stay."

"We arrived in Israel, we are in the reception center, when the war started we quickly left the area, we have been living in a hotel not at home for more than two months, now we have arrived in Israel and because of the war we left our first home in Israel, we will surely return but in the meantime we have to get used to everything my brothers and to new schools for example". (Joseph 2024)


Conclusion:

.



2

image1.png
IMR Methods, Research, and Teaching Notes

In addition to its full-length journal articles, IMR publishes a small number of shorter essays.

« IMR Methods Notes are designed to offer critical reflection on a method(s) associated with the
interdisciplinary study of international migration or to make the case for an underutilized method.

« IMR Research Notes are designed to present interesting or preliminary empirical findings from a
study or to offer more modest contributions than a full-length journal manuscript.

« IMR Teaching Notes are designed to offer critical insight into the challenges, benefits, and possibilities
of teaching the topic of international migration.

IMR Methods, Teaching, and Research Notes undergo external review overseen by an /MR editor. All three
contributions should be 5,000 words or less. Authors interested in IMR Methods, Research, or Teaching
Notes are encouraged to contact /MR’s Editor-in-Chief, Holly Reed (hreed@cmsny.org) before submitting, to
gauge the journal’s overall interest in the proposed topic.




