
HOW ARE IDEOLOGY AND 
PROPAGANDA RELATED?

IDEOLOGY is a set of shared beliefs or a system of ideas 

that organizes one’s goals, expectations, and actions. 

Ideologies can have positive or negative influences on a 

society. For example, feminism is an ideology that 

advocates rights and equality for women; and Nazism was 

an ideology that promoted harmful racist and nationalist 

views. 

PROPAGANDA comes from the Latin for “propagate” or “spread.” 

Propaganda is a tool or method of communication used to 

spread ideas and manipulate people’s beliefs, attitudes, or 

actions to further a goal. Propaganda can be used to spread 

messages that may seem harmless (e.g., an ad that positions a 

product as the best) as well as more harmful ideas (e.g., political 

messages that persuade people to hate or blame others for 

society’s problems).

List three examples of ideologies in history or in 
today’s world. 

List three examples of propaganda in history or in 
today’s world? Note the communication methods 
and the ideas being spread. 
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How are ideology and propaganda related? 
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