
LORD BALDWIN’S APPEAL, 
     GREAT BRITAIN, 1938

In March 1938, Nazi Germany annexed or seized control of Austria. The annexation of the Sudetenland, a 
region in Czechoslovakia, followed in September of the same year. That November, the Kristallnacht Pogrom led to 
mass death and destruction in Jewish communities. As this march toward war progressed, it became increasingly 
difficult for Jews in Germany and German-occupied territories to leave. During this time, Jewish groups and aid 
organizations attempted to persuade governments to admit child refugees. In Great Britain, former Prime Minister 
Lord Baldwin appealed to the British people to support Jewish refugees. His sentiments, expressed in the following 
article, reflect the feelings of many British people during this time. Such attitudes helped to build support for the 
Kindertransport program. 

Source: Mena Sultan, "Kindertransport: Britain's response to the growing refugee crisis in 1938," The Guardian, February 8, 2019, 
http://bit.ly/3tzhOnF. 

THINK IT THROUGH… 

• How did Lord Baldwin appeal to the British

people? What arguments did he use to gain

their support?

• What is the tone of Baldwin’s comments?

How would you describe his feelings about

the Jewish people and the difficulties they

faced?

• What specific words or language most reflect

the writer’s viewpoints?

• How did Baldwin persuade the British people

to look beyond purely national interests?
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