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“It is a fact which must strike any dispassionate :D3W?2 yRw > ™7 P17 7
observer that the Jewish people have contributed much more than an even share
to the intellectual life of modern Europe. So also it is plain that the civilization
of Christendom continues today to draw heavily on the Jews for men devoted to
science and scholarly pursuits. It is not only that men of Jewish extraction continue
to supply more than a proportionate quota to the rank and file engaged in scientific
and scholarly work, but a disproportionate number of the men to whom modern
science and scholarship look for guidance and leadership are of the same derivation.
Particularly is this true of the modern sciences, and it applies perhaps especially in
the field of scientific theory, even beyond the extent of its application in the domain
of workday detail. So much is notorious”
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“The cultural heritage of the Jewish people is large and rich, and it is :1°727 Jwnn
of ancient and honorable lineage. And from time immemorial this people has shown
aptitude for such work as will tax the powers of thought and imagination. Their
home-bred achievements of the ancient time, before the Diaspora, are among the
secure cultural monuments of mankind; but these achievements of the Jewish ancients
neither touch the frontiers of modern science nor do they fall in the lines of modern
scholarship. So also the later achievements of the Jewish scholars and savants, insofar
as their intellectual enterprise has gone forward on what may be called distinctively
Jewish lines, within the confines of their own community and by the leading of their
own home-bred interest, untouched by that peculiar drift of inquiry that characterizes
the speculations of the modern gentile world — this learning of the later generations
of home-bred Jewish scholars is also reputed to have run into lucubrations that have

no significance for contemporary science or scholarship at large.
It appears to be only when the gifted Jew escapes from the cultural environment
created and fed by the particular genius of his own people, only when he falls into
the alien lines of gentile inquiry and becomes a naturalized, though hyphenate, citizen
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in the gentile republic of learning, that he comes into his own as a creative leader
in the world’s intellectual enterprise. It is by loss of allegiance, or at the best by
force of a divided allegiance to the people of his origin, that he finds himself in the
vanguard of modern inquiry.
It will not do to say that none but renegade Jews count effectually in the modern
sciences. Such a statement would be too broad; but for all its excessive breadth,
it exceeds the fact only by a margin. The margin may seem wide, so wide as to
vitiate the general statement, perhaps, or at least wide enough materially to reduce
its cogency. But it would be wider of the mark to claim that the renegades are to be
counted only as sporadic exceptions among a body of unmitigated Jews who make up
the virtual total of that muster of creative men of science which the Jewish people
have thrown into the intellectual advance of Christendom”

Thorstein Veblen, “The Intellectual Pre-eminence of Jews in Modern Europe”, 9
American Social Thought, ed. Ray Ginger, New York: Hill and Wang, 1961, pp.
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Isaac Deutscher, The Non-Jewish Jew, London: Oxford University :BQ3 13°Y .636 'ny
I ANY LITANn D°IR1R MTn 02 by 730N a7 TN LPress, 1968, pp. 25-41
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Leon Roth, Great Jewish Books, London: Jewish Book Council, 1955, p. 1 10
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Harry A. Wolfson, “Solomon Pappenheim on Time and Space and His Relation to 12
:Pm2 Locke and Kant”, Israel Abrahams Memorial Volume, Vienna 1927, p. 426
“Towards the end of the eighteenth century, among the first Jews who gained their
way into general literature there was a predominance of those who worked in the
field of philosophy. Some of them, like Solomon Maimon and Moses Mendelssohn,
achieved fame and distinction either through the profundity of their thought or
through the elegance of their table talk. Others, less famous, like Marcus Herz and
Lazarus Bendavid, succeeded only in enshrining themselves in an occasional foot-note
in the history of German philosophy or in being included among those who lived
and philosophized, but still they will always be remembered as the pages, if not the
armor-bearers, of Kant. That philosophy should have been the vehicle through which
the first linguistically emancipated Jews should break into the world’s literature was
only natural, for outside the Bible philosophy was the only field of knowledge which
the Jews shared in common with the rest of Europe”
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Alexander Marx, “The Aims and Tasks of Jewish Historiography”, Publications of the 13
American Jewish Historical Society, 26 (1918), pp. 11-32
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Harry A. Wolfson, “The Needs of Jewish Scholarship in America”, Menorah Journal, 14
7 (1921), pp. 5-6

Edmund Wilson, “The Need for Judaic Studies”, 4 Piece of My Mind, New York: 15
“To correlate the adventures and :131W%3 .Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1958, p. 147
achievements of the Jews with those of the rest of the world”

Ignac Goldziher, “The Spanish Arabs and Islam”, The Muslim World, 8 (1963), pp. 16
5-18 and ff.; reprinted: idem, Gesammelte Schriften, 1, Hildesheim: G. Olms, 1967
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Isaac Eisenstein-Barzilay, “The Treatment of the Jewish Religion in the :2wmn% W1 19
Literature of the Berlin Haskalah”, Proceedings of the American Academy for Jewish
440 'y 07 P91 L2 TR M PR 270 R Research, 24 (1955), pp. 4647

T.S. Eliot, Notes Toward the Definition of Culture, London: Faber and Faber, 1948, 20
p- 129: “A people is judged by history according to its contributions to the culture

of other peoples flourishing at the same time and according to its contributions to the
cultures which arise afterwards”
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