DJ Raphi

Raphael Nathan (February 27, 1990), known professionally as DJ Raphi is an Israeli Content Creator, Recording Artist, DJ, Professional Dancer and Beatboxer (1) (2) (3) (8) (9) based in Jerusalem. (4)

He has achieved popularity on YouTube, (4) (5) (6) where his dance tutorials exceed 283 million views. (10) (11)
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	Born
	Raphael Nathan
February 27, 1990  (Age 34)
Johannesburg, South Africa

	Other names
	DJ Four Eyez -  דיג׳יי רפי

	Alma mater
	[bookmark: _k4bl1gras1wq]Ono Academic College

	Occupations
	Content Creator - Recording Artist - DJ - Professional Dancer - Beatboxer

	Labels
	Premium Entertainment LTD (30)

	Website
	djraphi.com

	Youtube Information

	Channel
	DJRaphi

	Years Active
	2015-

	Genre
	Kids Content, Educational, EDM, Tech House

	Suscribers
	617,000

	Total views
	283,000,000

	Creator awards

	100,000 suscribers
	2022


[bookmark: _l2tnmvhayqyq]
[bookmark: _ws51g8ssmhrs]Early life

Raphael Nathan was born in Johannesburg, South Africa (30), son of Mickey Nathan, musician, (10) (14) and Naomi, educator and editor. (11) He immigrated to Israel with his family in 1998. (12) They settled in Raanana. (40) His mother passed away in a traffic accident in 2022. (13) (11)  In 2023, Mickey Nathan recorded a song in memory of his wife. (16)

The migration brought economic problems for the family. Nathan had difficulties with learning the language and suffered from bullying at school. (40) He began taking drum lessons at the age of 10. Since he did not have his own drum kit to practice on at the time, he started developing his rhythmic ability by doing beatboxing. (13)

At the age of 14, Nathan participated in and won a vocal music competition held by the Israeli radio station 99 ESC FM, where he was presented by the broadcaster and DJ Yoram Vazana. Since the age of 16, he also trained as a breakdancer. (14) He then went on to win the Israeli National Beatboxing Championship in 2007. (15)

In 2010, during his service in the Israeli army, he participated in a breakdance video broadcasted by the official account of the Israeli Defense Forces, on the occasion of the celebration of Purim. (16)
[bookmark: _j8yw53shynfc]
[bookmark: _f4qoedvhsoft]Career

Nathan co-founded the Kosher Flava crew  (16) (17) (28) (29) which went on to win the Israeli Street Festival breakdance competition in 2011 and 2012. (18) (28) The Kosher Flava crew represented Israel at the Battle of the Year in France, (19) at the Notorious IBE festival in the Netherlands, and at the DOYOBE International Hip Hop Festival in Salzburg. (27)

In 2013, Nathan  co-founded Kippalive, an acapella group.  (28) The group appeared on Israeli X-Factor reality TV. (19) (29) Kippalive went on to achieve online popularity with a series of viral videos that feature versions of pop songs reworked to reference Jewish themes. (21) (23) (30)

Nathan has recorded numerous tracks as DJ Four Eyez. He is regularly featured on the Battle of the Year soundtrack, (24) He also provided a track for Breaking Brooklyn (2018), a motion picture released by Lionsgate. (25) (26) 

In 2015, Nathan began creating content on YouTube under the name DJ Raphi. In March 2020, during the Covid-19 Pandemic, his video The Cha Cha Slide Dance had an extraordinary impact, surpassing 40 million plays (33) (34)

In the year 2021, DJ Raphi was featured in the Jewish Festival Tzama, where he introduced his dance instruction videos to the orthodox jewish community.  (29) In 2022, he performed twelve times in a row in front of 60,000 at the same festival people from all over the country which occured in the ICC in Jerusalem. (20) That event is named “Tzama” and is known as the biggest Jewish Music festival in the world with famous singers such Ishay Ribo, Avraham Fried and Natan Goshen. (21) (22)

In 2023, his video celebrating the 75th anniversary of Israel's Independence became the focus of antisemitic comments. (37) His activity as a DJ was momentarily interrupted in during the Israel–Hamas war (40) DJ Raphi contacted the Sderot municipality and got permission to organize this uplifting moment for the evacuee children from Southern Israel in December 2023 (31) (32)

He currently resides in Jerusalem, with his wife and two children. (40)
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