DATE

To: 	Editor, Annales d’ Éthiopie
Re:	Revision of manuscript, “Home-making as a Meso Level Process: Jewish Ethiopian 
Immigrant in Israel (2005 – 2023)”

From: 	Ravit Talmi-Cohn
	DETAILS

Thank you very much for your review and helpful comments on the chapter, “Home-making as a Meso Level Process: Jewish Ethiopian Immigrant in Israel (2005 – 2023)”. Professional English-language editors have reviewed the text and made needed improvements. In addition, in response to your content concerns, I’ve made revisions as follows:

Theoretical Background
Comment: The theory/analytical framework section is rich but remains somewhat abstract. The author focusses on summarising literature and could draw out more clearly the analytical framework of the analysis that follows.
Response: The final paragraph in the Theoretical Background section (bottom of page 4) now includes what I hope is a clearer link between the theory just described and the analytical framework that the article uses – namely to focus on the process of homemaking, thereby answering a question not well elucidated in the theoretical literature. 
Methods
Comment:  The method section lacks reflection on positionality and its impact on the research question, design, implementation and results.
Response: In the second paragraph of this section, I have incorporated a statement acknowledging my social and cultural position as an Israeli, woman, and Jewish anthropologist. This addition is aimed at ensuring transparency throughout the study and addressing potential biases that may arise from my background.
Findings
Comment: Your data is rich and analysis interesting and differentiated. In your analysis and discussion you only very briefly touch upon racism and the question of religious legitimacy. However, I think both could be developed more.
Response: The discussion of the impact on the community of ongoing racism, together with suspicion of Ethiopian Judaism among some religious institutions (particularly in the early years of that community’s arrival in Israel) are both topics that require a full development. Given space constraints, however, we focus on home-making as an internal process and less as a reaction to outside forces. However, because of its importance, we note this concern in the 4th paragraph of the Discussion.
Comment: The article doesn't really address the idea and practice of ethnicity in the Ethiopian diaspora and fails to reflect how ethnicity and the increasing polarisation of ethnic discourses in Ethiopia affect home making of Ethiopian emmigrants. 
Response: I have tried to show ways in which ethnicity shapes internal Jewish Ethiopian community spaces in Israel. However, my sense is while the broader issue of the impact on the Ethiopian community in Israel of polarisation of ethnic discourse in Ethiopian – most of which post-dates the arrival of the Ethiopian community in Israel (TRUE?) – is a worthy topic, it is not possible to adequately address given the space constraints of this chapter.	Comment by Susan Elster: Confusing - not clear if they are talking about Ethiopians across ethnic groups or just Jews from Ethiopia?? The first part of the sentence is asking about ethnicity (idea and practice) in the Ethiopian diaspora.  

The second part is easier for me: (2) how do tensions between ethnic groups in Ethiopia are affecting the Ethiopian community in Israel?

I tried to write a response. See what you think

Conclusion
Comment: The conclusion is a little on the short side. Remind us of your RQ and answer it. Maybe tell us also a bit about what comes next
Response: I’ve added two sentences at the beginning of the Conclusion that reiterate the goals of this study. In addition, the final sentence points to possible directions for further research.	Comment by Susan Elster: Ravit - Can you add a sentence at the end of the Conclusion that does this?
