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July 11, 2024

EDITOR ?-depends on the series
Notre Dame Press
310 Flanner Hall
Notre Dame, IN 46556

RE: Book proposal
Dear Editors, 
[bookmark: _Hlk171685093]I am very happy to have this opportunity to submit my book proposal, Jerusalem in Latin America: The Jewish Roots of Liberation Theology, for your consideration. I am a historian of ideas, especially interested in Jewish–Christian intellectual exchange in the twentieth century, in the context of the encounter between Western and postcolonial religious thought. 
I am currently a researcher at the Department of Comparative Religion at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In September 2024 I will be undertaking a postdoctoral position at the Department of Cultural History and Theory at Humboldt University in Berlin. 
In this book, I propose a new framework for the study of the whole phenomenon of religious renovation: to consider the attempts at Catholic renewal as a transversal axis of the intellectual history of the Judaism–Christianity exchange in the turbulent twentieth century, both in Europe and in the Global South. By placing this research in such context, we can break through the boundaries of each of these fields and explore them not only as intra-religious phenomena, but also in dialogue with and in reference to others.
Specifically, this book presents the intellectual paths of four important representatives of the first generation of Latin American liberation theology: the Argentinians Enrique Dussel and Juan Carlos Scannone, the Peruvian Gustavo Gutiérrez and the Mexican José Porfirio Miranda. Despite their differences - among them those who left the priesthood while the others remained in the church, some sympathized more with communism and others were more reserved about revolutionary ideas - they shared a common attraction to texts and ideas from ancient Judaism and modern Jewish thought, which helped them to formulate their critical theological edifices. Yet despite the centrality of Jewish motifs to these thinkers, this book offers the first academic analysis of this exchange. Promoting such a conversation between postcolonial and Jewish thought is an urgently needed endeavor in the current academic and public debate. 
[bookmark: _Hlk152501642][bookmark: _Hlk153285690]The combination of my academic formation in Jewish studies and the training I received through my doctorate in the history of Catholic theology enables me to approach this endeavor with an innovative sensibility for historical research. Furthermore, my scholarly work on Latin America has made me realize the explosive and untapped potential of a combined research perspective in the field of Jewish and Global South studies.
[bookmark: _Hlk171682256]My manuscript is complete, and the final revisions will be finished this fall. The estimated length of the book is 110,000-120,000 words, including notes and bibliography. I have published three articles on topics related to this book, albeit differently framed: two on the hitherto hidden connections between Dussel and Martin Buber and the surprising journey of Buber’s ideas to Latin America; and the third, published in the Harvard Theological Review (115:4 (October 2022) 566-590) sheds new light on the fascinating figure of the worker-priest Paul Gauthier and his experiences in Israel before his theology of work and poverty was propagated at the Second Vatican Council and so strongly influenced Third World theologies.  
[bookmark: _Hlk155691734][bookmark: _Hlk155726572]I firmly believe that the book fits well with various University of Notre Dame Press series dealing with the interchange between religion and politics - in the case of the “Contending Modernities” series, which deals with the postcolonial debate; in the case of the “History, Languages and Cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese Worlds” series, which deals with historical case studies Latin American religious and cultural expressions; and in the large number of titles dealing with liberation theology and its particular interest in Gustavo Gutiérrez. 

I will be happy to answer any questions or to provide you with further information. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely, [image: A close-up of a signature  Description automatically generated]



           
Silvana Kandel Lamdan
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