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Abstract
The study focuses on the office of the wAH mw (Choachyte) at Thebes during the Late Period, through Abnormal Hieratic and Demotic scripts. While some studies have examined the role of the Choachyte in the Ptolemaic period, there hasn't been sufficient research into their role in the Late Period. The choachyte played an important role in ancient Egypt’s social life, whether through their work or their prominent appearances in texts related to buying, selling, borrowing and marriage.
This study sheds light on the role of the choachyte through the analysis of abnormal hieratic and demotic texts. It examines the role of women in the texts and investigates whether they held the title of Choachyte or performed the duties of the office without the title.
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Introduction
   Many burial workers and officials were responsible for funerary ceremonies in ancient Egypt. Among these, the title of ‘wAH mw’ [footnoteRef:1] (water pourer). [footnoteRef:2] The Egyptian term wAH mw was used to designate a religious ceremony, specifically the ‘pouring water’ in the mortuary cult. [footnoteRef:3] . The Greek term for wAH mw, χοαχύται (choachyte), is often used to denote this profession in modern literature. This title has been observed since the Ramesside era. [footnoteRef:4] Prayers and offerings to the dead, in particular the offering of water for which the professional title wAH mw takes its name, existed as an important aspect of Egyptian funerary ritual that dates back to at least the Old Kingdom,[footnoteRef:5] and may have been descended from the function of the ka servants (Hm kA).[footnoteRef:6]  [1:  Andreas, Winkler, "On the Longevity of χοαχύται in Thebes and Elsewhere", JAC 29 (2014) :50-51; Maria, Cannata, “God's Seals Bearer Lectors Priests and wAH mw (choachyte)s who’s who at Memphis and Hawara “DemCongr. IX BdE 147, (Paris ,2005): 2.]  [2:  Water was essential in these funerary cults. In the Old Kingdom (2575–2134 BC) people passing the tombs in the necropolis were called upon by the deceased themselves: “You, who are still living on earth and are passing this grave, pour some water for me!” Koenraad Donker van Heel, Djekhy, Son Doing Business in Ancient Egypt,(Cairo,2012), 58 .]  [3:  Koenraad Donker van Heel, Use and Meaning of The Egyptian Term wAH mw, Eidted, R.J. Demarée , A.Egberts ,Village Voices ,(Leiden,1992):19.]  [4:  The first source nr .13, is an unpublished ostracon in the British Museum from year  of Ramesses IV “ (1) year 5,IV peret 26.this day: coming (2) by city-governor and vizier Neferrenpet to pour water.(3) And he checked the assignment “ We have also unpublished text nr.14, In it ,mention is made of Amonrasonter,crossing the Nile to the west of Thebes to pour water “ for the kings of Upper and Lower Egypt : (1) year 5 ,IV shemu 1 .ferring over to the west of Thebes by Amon ,and in Text nr.15 was written in year 6 of Ramesses IV “ (1) year6,III shemu 16 .Putting Aanakhte tocut stones in the Place of Turth (2)<for> having struck the head of Djaydjay,Payidehu,and Montphapy.(3) Pouring water for the kings of upper and Lower Egypt on the day.
(2) Raso]nter[ to pour water for the kings of upper and Lower Egypt , van Heel, Use and Meaning of wAH mw ,21-2.
It is observed that texts from this period utilized the term as a verb rather than as a title assigned to an individual.]  [5:  Sarah Lynn Chapman, The Embalming Ritual of Late Period Through Ptolemaic, (Ph.D., Birmingham, 2016), 126.]  [6:   Servants of the Ka in the Old Kingdom, who used to carry out the material requirements of the dead from primitive family rituals, somewhat represented the role of the eldest son who ensured the continuation and survival of the deceased.

H. De Meulenaere, ‘Choachyt’, in: W. Helck et al Otto (eds.), LÄ I, ,(Wiesbaden,1975), 957 .
The ka was the ‘double’ of the living man or woman, fashioned by the god Khnum of Elephantine on a potter’s wheel together with the person. This ka is often associated with what we would call the soul.
Van Heel, Djekhy, Son Doing Business, 60.
Some women have carried this office Hmt kAt .
Raúl Sánchez Casado, “Some Notes on The Female Ka Servant in The Old Kingdom”, “PES XXIII”, (2019):125.] 


Although none of the archives provide a detailed job description, many responsibilities of wAH mw are mentioned indirectly in these sources. The wAH mw acted on behalf of the deceased’s relatives to make the funeral arrangements. Their duties typically included delivering the body to an embalmer and purchasing the necessary materials for mummification, as well as obtaining a burial place and transporting mummies to the tomb. After the funeral, the wAH mw maintained the cult of the deceased through regular visits to the burial place to provide offerings such as water, food, and prayers. wAH mw were paid for their services by the relatives of the deceased, and they continued to provide for the mummies until payments stopped. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Chapman, S.L, The Embalming Ritual, 127.] 


     The wAH mw (choachyte) tended to the deceased after interment by maintaining regular libations and performing other ceremonies for their cult. The ritual was probably enacted regularly with an interval of ten days. The wAH mw (choachytes) were also responsible for the funeral preparations.  [footnoteRef:8] [8:  Winkler, “The Longevity of χοαχύται”: 51.] 

The importance of water for the deceased is considered “the discharge of the corpse of Osiris.” Thus, did the Egyptians designate water, especially when they offered it to the deceased in the mortuary cult in the form of a libation. Libation was the central rite in the mortuary cult. The choachytes were obliged to offer such a libation every ten days in the tombs of the deceased. In this way, all the deceased buried in the west of Thebes were included in these libations made by Amun of Luxor: “May you accept the libations by Amun of Luxor in Djeme on all the first (days of the) decades.”
 [footnoteRef:9] [9:  The libation is intended to bring him the water as a life-endowing substance. The spell is divided into three parts. In the first part, it is stressed that the water is from Horus; the concern is thus the bond between father and son. The water serves here as a sort of cement that is to restore the bond between Osiris and Horus, father and son, that has been torn asunder by death=
=The second part calls the water the “Eye of Horus” and states the goal of the libation: the water is supposed to make the heart of the deceased “radiant,” that is, to freshen and revivify it. “Eye of Horus” is the cultic expression for every offering item, not just water. 
The third part then explains the water as the discharge that flows out of the deceased himself, a reference to the deceased in his mythic role as Osiris. If the deceased is Osiris, then the water poured out to him has flowed out of himself as Osiris. The water symbolizes life force as a life- fluid that has flowed out of the deceased and is restored to him by means of the libation. 
Jan, Assmann, Death and Salvation in Ancient Egypt, trans. David Lorton (London,2005),355-57.] 


The wAH mw (choachyte) was employed by the family of the deceased, as he took care of the deceased in the cemetery. Perhaps the wAH mw (choachyte) had an office from which he carried out his work, acting as the eldest son to take care of the deceased.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  S.P.Vleeming , “The Office of a Choachyte in the Theban Area” , P.L. Bat. 27
, (Leiden,1995):245.] 


The wAH mw (choachyte) were often paid handsomely for their services. After all, they were responsible for the comfortable and carefree afterlife of their deceased clients by bringing weekly libations.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Koenraad Donker Van Heel, Dealing with The Dead in Ancient Egypt The Funerary Business of Petebaste, AUC press (Cairo ,2021) ,19.] 


    The wAH mw (choachyte) are frequently mentioned in the abnormal hieratic and Demotic documents:

	Papyrus 

	The Line 
	The content

	P.Louvre E 2432
It dates back to the reign of King Psamtik I in 635 B.C.

	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 1).
	A contract between the wAH mw 7Ay-1r-pA-2pS sA PA-Sr-n-PtH and a lector priest ( Xry Hb) named PA-di sA MnT-ir-di-s . The contract states that the wAH mw is selling a part of his father’s tomb in the Theban necropolis to Padi. mntk pA wAH-mw n pA  n tAy=is.t n pA Dw Following the sale, PA-di transfers to the wAH mw 7Ay-1r-pA-2pS the revenues of the choachyte’s function for a quarter of the tomb in the Theban necropolis, which had previously been sold to him by 7Ay-1r-pA-2pS He has declared that if he chooses another co-owner in the future, he will pay the wAH mw a compensation of 1 deben of silver as a penalty. The contract is signed by witnesses and a notary.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Michel, Malinine, Choix de Texte Juridiques en Hieratique Anormal et en Demotique, première partie (Paris,1953), 103; Koenraad Donker Van Heel et al Cary J.Martin , “Dead People Are Money The Abnormal Hieratic Papyrus Louvre N 2432 Revisited ,and a Note on The Introduction of Demotic in Sixth Century BC Thebes,PBSR 37 (Leiden, Boston,2021):15.] 


	P.Louvre E 9204
It dates back to the reign of King Darius 502 B.C.
	Demotic
(text 2).
	A Contract of Sale: The Revenues of the wAH mw (Choachyte) Function
The lady Tamenkhawaset is selling the revenues of the wAH mw (choachyte) function, which was part of her inheritance from her mother, to the wAH mw (choachyte) Pherbes. She declared, “You have satisfied my heart with the money (equivalent to the price) from our share of the field of the temple and the city, ration of Osiris.”
 “ dj.k mti HAtj(i) n pA HD tAj.n dnj.t n sxt HAt-nTr pA dmj akw n Wsr s.t n pA Dw” and that she had received an amount of money that was not specifically mentioned.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Malinine, Choix,I ,113.] 



	P.Louvre E10935
It dates back to the reign of King Amasis 553 B.C.
	Demotic
(text 3).
	This contract pertains to a funerary endowment established for Lady Tsenhor by her son, Psammetek-menkh, in collaboration with the wAH mw (Choachyte) Nesmin, who is tasked with the upkeep of Tsenhor’s tomb. Psammetek-menkh proclaimed, “I have bestowed upon you these 10 aroures of fields as an endowment in favor of my mother, Tsenhor, plus an additional aroure, totaling 11 aroures of fields situated in the Domain of Amon.”
 “dj(i) n.k tAj sTA.t 10 AH QAj nmH.w n Htp i-rA 6A-sn.t-n 1r tAj(i) mw.t Hw sTA.t 1 DmD sTA.t 11 AH ntj Hr Pr-Imn .“ [footnoteRef:14] [14:  Ibid ,126.] 



	P.Louvre E 7836
It dates back to the reign of King Amasis
535 B.C.
	Demotic
(text 4).
	A contract to share the revenues of the wAH mw (Choachyte) function between the cultivator of the Dominion of Month, Petemonth, and the Choachyte, Ietouroz. Petemonth declared, “You rented to me your foundation field.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]“sHn.k n.i pAj.k AH Htp.”
“The forthcoming harvest shall be equitably distributed between the two contracting parties. As delineated in the agreement, ‘Upon the commencement of the harvest season, all cereals and herbs yielded shall be divided into two equal portions.”
 “in-iw Smw xpr iw.n ir pr.t nb sm ntj iw.w xpr Hr-X.t.f n dnj.t 2.” [footnoteRef:15] [15:  Ibid ,95. ] 


	P.Louvre E 7843
It dates back to the reign of King Amasis
535 B.C.
	Demotic
(text 5).
	In a partnership contract concerning two tombs, the wAH mw (Choachyte) Chaousenmout declared his colleague, the wAH mw (Choachyte) Ietourodj, as his co-owner of the two tombs located in the Theban necropolis. The revenues generated from these tombs will be equally divided between them. As stated, ‘You are co-owner with me of the tomb.’ “mwt.k pAj.i irj n pS n tA s.t n pA Dwj”.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Ibid ,108.] 


	P.Louvre E 7128
It dates back to the reign of King Darius 511 B.C.
	Demotic
(text 6).
	The document under consideration is a contract delineating the sale of a plot of land. Within this contract, Teouteoutoi, the supervisor of the necropolis in the western region of Thebes, transfers the ownership of the land to Pesenese, a choachyte from the valley. Although the precise sum of money exchanged is not specified in the text, it is noted that Teouteoutoi received a satisfactory amount. He expressed his contentment by stating, “You have satisfied my heart with the money (equivalent to the price) of this place.”
 “ dj.k mtj HAtj(i) n pA HD j ntj n iwrH .“[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Ibid ,85.] 


	P.Louvre E 7839
It dates back to the reign of King Amasis
533 B.C.
	Demotic
(text 7).
	The document represents a lease agreement in which the beekeeper associated with the Montu estate leases a parcel of land from the choachyte of the valley. The agreement stipulates that the revenue generated from the harvest will be equally divided between the two parties. The beekeeper of the Montu estate stated, “You have leased to me your foundation field.”
 “sHn.k n.i pAj.k AH Htp. “ [footnoteRef:18] [18:  Ibid ,100.] 


	P.Louvre E3228 Étiq .B Carton E
It probably dates to the reign of Taharqa.
 year 13 (704 B.C).
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 8).
	The borrowing contract details that the Choachyte, PA-di-BAst.t, son of PA-di-Imn-Ip, borrows 22  sacks of emmer corn from Ns-2nsw-wn-nx, the priest of the god Amon and scribe of the royal correspondence. PA-di-BAst.t commits to repaying the borrowed amount within a period of one month and four days.
 “ink dj.t n.k pA 22 gs….bdt(n) tA (j.k)ip.t n pr .“…“dj(.i) st n.k iw mn-dj mdt .“  [footnoteRef:19] [19:  Ibid ,3.] 



	P.British 10113
It dates back to the reign of King Apries 596 B.C.
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 9).
	Borrowing Contract
Hepiy has formally acknowledged the receipt of one deben of silver from the choachyte Taint. He is contractually obligated to repay this amount within six months.
 “ Sp (j) n.k pA HD dbn 1 pr HD Niw.t .“  [footnoteRef:20] [20:  Koenraad Donker Van Heel, Abnormal Hieratic and Early Demotic Texts collected by the ban Chochytes in The Regin of Amasis, (PhD.diss., Leiden, 1995),229-30. ] 


	P.Louvre E3228 Étiq.E Carton D
It dates back to the reign of King Shabaka
707 B.C.
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 10).
	The lady Tayfiuiu, daughter of Paytjau, hereby declares the sale of her slave, Montirdis, to the choachyte Petoubaste. The transaction is conducted in exchange for two deben 2  kite of silver.  “Sp (j) n.k pA dbn 2  kd.t 2 gs HD n pr 1ry-Sf r.DbA.t.f “.This contract is solemnly affirmed under a strict oath, ensuring no individual can contest its validity. The notary has duly signed the agreement.[footnoteRef:21] [21:   Bernadette, Menu, “ les Rapports de Dépendance en Egypte à l’Époque Saïte et Perse ”, Rev. hist. droit fr. étrang 55 (1977) :397 ; Malinine,Choix,I ,36.] 


	P.Louvre E 7848
It dates back to the reign of King Amasis
559 B.C.
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 11).
	The document in question is a papyrus detailing the resolution of a conflict concerning a tomb within the Theban necropolis. This dispute involved two groups of choachytes, each consisting of three individuals. The matter was ultimately resolved through an oath sworn before the lunar deity, Chonsemwasetneferhotep. [footnoteRef:22] [22:  Van Heel, Abnormal Hieratic ,93; Damien Agut Labordère, “The Saite Period The Emergence of a Mediterranean Power “Edited by Juan Carlos Moreno García , Ancient Egyptian Administration , (Leiden,2013) ,1023.] 


	P.Louvre E 7847
It dates back to the reign of King Amasis
552 B.C.
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 12).
	The papyrus documents the resolution of a dispute concerning the delayed payment of proceeds from a piece of land. The land was shared between the Choachyte, Djekhy, son of Testmont, who was exploiting the plot owned by Pakharkhonsu in exchange for a specified amount of harvest. Due to Djekhy’s delay in payment, a conflict ensued. The matter was resolved when Djekhy paid the agreed-upon amount of harvest. As proof of payment, Pakharkhonsu declared, “You have caused my heart to be satisfied with my share of a partner for my land.”
 “ dj.k mtr HA.t(j) n tAj(j) dnj.t  .“[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Van Heel, Abnormal Hieratic, 120.] 


	P.Cairo 30657
It dates back to the reign of King Amasis
547 B.C.
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 13).
	The papyrus documents the resolution of a dispute between the Choachyte, Peteamonip, and his colleague, Rery. Peteamonip had deposited certain goods with Rery for a specified period. Upon requesting the return of his goods, Peteamonip was denied by Rery, leading to a conflict between the two parties. They decided to seek the intervention of the adult council of Choachytes in Thebes, of which they were members, prior to approaching the court. The council adjudicated in favor of Peteamonip, affirming his right to the goods and mandating their return by Rery. Additionally, the council recommended that Peteamonip document the settlement on a papyrus to preclude any future disputes from Rery or his descendants. Peteamonip subsequently declared, “You have caused my heart to be satisfied with all the commodities.”
 “dj.k mtr HAt(j) n nkt.t nb .” [footnoteRef:24] [24:  Koenraad Donker Van Heel, “Zag Pap Dat Nieuwe Schrift is Echt een stuk Handiger, “ Ta Mery ( 2014 /2015 ):10 and “The Lost Battle of Peteamonip Son Petehorresne ,“Egitto e Vivino Oriente17,( 1994 ):117.] 


	P.Louvre E 7861
It dates back to the reign of King Amasis
568 B.C.

	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 14).
	The Papyrus of Settlement of a Dispute
The choachyte Ousirtais had entrusted certain commodities to the choachyte Djechy, son of Testmont, for safekeeping over a specified period. Upon requesting the return of his goods, Ousirtais was met with denial from Djechy, leading to a dispute between the two parties. The conflict was ultimately resolved through an oath sworn by Djechy before the lunar deity Chonsemwasetneferhotep, affirming that he no longer possessed the commodities claimed by Ousirtais.
Ousirtais subsequently declared, “You have sworn to me in the presence of Chonsemwasetneferhotep regarding these items, asserting that they were taken. Henceforth, I hold no grievance against you.”
 “arq.k n.i m-bAH 2nsw-m-wAst-Nfr-Htp r DbA.t.w Dd TAy.w st mn dj(j) md i Hr.k n TAy.w pA hrw r-Hrj .“ [footnoteRef:25] [25:  Michel, Malinine, “Deux Documents Égyptiens Relatifs au Dépôt “, MDAIK 16, (Wiesbaden, 1958) : 223 ; Van Heel, Abnormal Hieratic , 76 .] 



	P.Louvre 7849
It dates back to the reign of King Psamtik II.

	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 15).
	Marriage papyrus
The choachyte Chaousaest entered into matrimony with the daughter of the choachyte Ba wr…, son of NaMankh Imn. As part of this union, Chaousaest declared a dowry for the bride amounting to two deben of silver. He solemnly swore by the life of Amon and the king that, should he divorce his wife or commit a grave sin against her—whether by abandoning her or loving another woman more than her (excluding the crime of adultery)—he would compensate her with an additional two Deben of silver. Furthermore, he pledged to transfer all gains accrued during their marriage, along with the property of his father and mother, for the benefit of the children born from this union.
“pA nkt r.Dd.f iw.j r tj.t s n.s Sp s.Hmt Ht 2  bt 50 
anx Imn anx pr-aA snb.f tj n.f Imn pA qnw ir iw(j) xAa s.hm.t …. Mw.t.s …. tAj.j sn.t ntj ink s m-tj tj.t TAy.s pA xn ins mr xAa.s m-rA pw mr k.t s.Hm.t r.r.s pA bnr pA btA aA ntj iw.w gm.f n s.Hm.t ink tj.t n.s pA 2 tbn Ht Hna pA XAr 50 …. Bt ntj it sX hrj pA bnr mDA nb sxpr nb ntj iw.i r ir.w irm.s Hna Ax.t itf mwt.j r rn nAj.s Xrt.w ntj iw.s .“[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Erich, Lüddeckens, Ägyptische Eheverträge, (Wiesbaden, 1960), 12 ; Eugène, Revillout, Corpus Papyrorum Aegypti Papyrus Démotique du Louvre, Troisième Fascicule, (Paris ,1893), 32.] 


	P.Louvre 7846
It dates back to the reign of King Amasis 
549 B.C.
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 16).
	In this document, the husband, Itourodj, a choachyte and son of Peteêsi, declares the invalidity of the marriage papyrus he established seven years prior for his wife, tA Srt. Consequently, he issues a new marriage papyrus for tA Sb(t) n pAj(j) Dma n Hm.t. It is evident that the marriage itself remains unaffected by the previous papyrus. However, the renewal likely serves to reaffirm the wife’s rights, possibly due to the deterioration of the original document.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Van Heel, Abnormal Hieratic, 125; Günter, Vittmann, “Der stand der Erforschung des Kursivhieratischen, “AdW-Mainz 14, (Stuttgart, 2015): 392; Griffith, F, Li, The Earlist Egyptian Marriage Contacts,” PSBA”, (London ,1909): 217.] 


	P.Turin 248
It dates back to the reign of King Psamtik I
617 B.C.
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 17).
	The lady Peteese, wife of the priest of Amon and ruler of Thebes, established a charitable endowment for the temple of Osiris in Abydos. This endowment comprised 10 auroras of land, entrusted to the choachyte, Pefherihesi, along with his slaves and children. They were likely tasked with overseeing the funeral cult services and maintaining Peteese’s tomb.
“ Hnk.n n.k tA 10 sTA.t AH qAJ nmH.w ntj Hr Pr-Imn TA StA-rsj-Niw.t ntj tA qAj Iwn-Mntw. "[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Malinine, Choix,I ,117 ; Christopher ,Eyre, The Use Documents in Pharaonic Egypt ,(Oxford , 2013 ), 166  ; Frabrett , F.L , Catalogo Generale dei Musei di Antichita , Vol. 1 ,( Rome , 1882), 281 .] 


	P.Berlin N 3110
It dates back to the reign of King Darius 
498 B.C.

	Demotic
(text 18).
	This document delineates the terms of an agreement between the farmer, Dd-Hr, and the choachyte, Ns-Hr. According to this contract, Dd-Hr is obligated to castrate a bull in exchange for a compensation amount that is not specified within the text. In the event of the bull’s death, Dd-Hr must either replace the bull with another of the same size and type or compensate Ns-Hr with five kites of silver. Dd-Hr declared, “If the cow is not returned… if I do not provide him with another cow of the same size, I will then give him five silver kites.
 “ iw(.i) tm dj.t n.f iH.t-s.Hm.t i pAy.s smt n ih.t …. iw(.i) dj.t n.f hD qd.t 5 n pr-HD n PtH.“[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Malinine, Choix,I ,30.] 

The practice of castrating bulls is likely motivated by the desire to enhance their weight, as post-castration, bulls tend to gain more weight. Additionally, castration facilitates easier management of the animals, as it renders them more docile.





	P.Louvre 3228 G (?)
Étiq.G Carton G
Undated, year 3-4 It dates back to the reign of King Taharqa.
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 19).
	The division of two houses and their appurtenances was conducted among four individuals, three of whom remain unidentified. The name of only one individual is fully preserved: wAH-mw 2Aa=w-sw-(n) Is.t sA PA-di-2nsw. The division was made with the choachyte Petebaste, son of Pe[teamunip], concerning the house of N.N.sA… […mut], our father. The property was divided into four shares, with one share allocated to you.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Koenraad Donker Van Heel ,  “ The Archive of The Theban Choachyte Petebaste Son of Peteamunip “, P.L.Bat 38 ,(Leiden, Boston ,2021),64.] 



	P. Louvre E 7840 
dated, year 542-538 B.C.
	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 20).
	This document is an account papyrus of a cult-guild, the Association of Theban Choachytes of the Saite period. United in this association, they met at regular intervals, such as in the first month of the Axt season, which was the beginning of a new year. [footnoteRef:31] The papyrus measures twenty-six by fifty-eight centimeters, which is rather large for a documentary papyrus, and it contains some of the records of the Theban Choachytes’ association between 542 and 538 BC. It records the income of the association, about 160 grams of silver, with one kite being the tenth of the approximately ninety-one-gram Deben. [footnoteRef:32]  [31:  Ibid ,144. ]  [32:  Van Heel, Djekhy, Son Doing Business, 118-119.] 


	P. Louvre E3231A 
21 September–20 October 497 B.C. 
	Demotic
 (text 21).
	A contractual agreement was established between Ankhefenkhonsu, a scribe of Amun, and Ruru, a female choachyte (wAH-mw s.Hmt), for the performance of funeral services for a woman named Tadyipwer. The remuneration for these services comprised four aruras of agricultural land, which included several trees.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Koenraad Donker Van Heel, Mrs. Tsenhor A Female Entrepreneur in Ancient Egypt, (cairo,2014),197-98.] 


	P. Louvre E 7858 
609 B.C. 
during the reign of Nekau II

	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 22).
	A contract between Petiese, son of Paystjenef, and wAH-mw s.Hmt, the female choachyte Mrs Ituru, daughter of the choachyte Peteamunip, received five aruras of land as a mortuary endowment for his mother, to take care of Petiese's mother's needs in the hereafter.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Ibid, 201; Koenraad Donker Van Heel,” P.Louvre E 7858 Another Abnormal Hieratic Puzzle”, ed. B.J.J. Haring, O.E. Kaper and R. Van Walsem (Leuven, Leiden ,2014), 45 ; Eugène ,Revillout , Corpus Papyrorum Aegypti A Revillout et Eisenlohr editum , papyrus Démotiques du Louvre ,(Paris , 1885), N.XXIV.] 


	P. Louvre E 7856
672 B.C.
It dates back to the reign of King Taharka

	Abnormal hieratic 
(text 23).
	The choachyte Arenamun, son of Herysnef, engaged in a discourse with five individuals, some of whom were his peers, regarding a plot of endowment land allocated to the six of them for cultivation. The identity of the lessor remains uncertain; he could either be a private individual or an official associated with the domain of Amun. Arenamun proclaimed, “They have bestowed upon us this endowment field to plow… for what it will yield as surplus.”
 “di=w n=n pAy AH-]Ht[p I skA r=w i pA nty iw=f(n). “ [footnoteRef:35] [35:  Koenraad Donker Van Heel, “Papyrus Louvre E 7856 And recto, Leasing Land in the Reign of Taharka “ ,RDE 49 (1998) :92 .] 


	P.Bibl.Nat .216
It dates back to the reign of King Darius 
(516 B.C).
	Demotic
(text 24).
	An inheritance division contract from the choachyte (wAH-mw) tA-snt-n-Hr, daughter of the choachyte of the valley Ns-Mn, addressed to her eldest son, the choachyte of the valley PA-di-Imn-Htp, states:
“To you belongs half of everything that belongs to me in the field, in the temple, and in the town; including houses, fields, servants, silver, copper, clothing, wheat, emmer, cattle, asses, places in the mountain, and any other property in the land.”
 “ mtw.k tA pS n nty nb nty mtw.i s sxt Hwt-ntr pA dmy pr.w AH bAk.w HD Hmt Hbs it bdt iH aA st n pA Dw nty nb nkt (n )pA tA .“ [footnoteRef:36] [36:  Cruz, Uribe, “A transfer of property during the Reign of Darius I (P.Bibl.Nat.216 and 217)”, Enchoria 9 (1979) :33.] 


	P.Bibl.Nat .217
It dates back to the reign of King Darius (516 B.C).

	Demotic
(text 25).
	This document records an inheritance division contract between wAH-mw s.Hmt, a female choachyte, and tA-snt-n-Hr, the daughter of Ns-Mn, choachyte of the valley. The contract stipulates the following bequest to Rwrw, the daughter of tA-snt-n-Hr and also a female choachyte:
“To you belongs half of everything which belongs to me in the field, in the temple, and in the town: houses, fields, servants, silver, copper, clothing, wheat, emmer, cattle, asses, a place in the mountain, and any other property in the land.”
 “ mtw.k tA pS n nty nb nty mtw.i s sxt Hwt-ntr pA dmy pr.w AH bAk.w HD Hmt Hbs it bdt iH aA st n pA Dw nty nb nkt (n )pA tA “ [footnoteRef:37] [37:  Ibid, 35.] 


	P. Louvre E 3228 Étiq.F Carton B
It dates back to the reign of King Taharqa
Year 5 .
	Abnormal hieratic 
 (text 26).

	 The papyrus of settled accounts details the financial transactions conducted by PA-di-2nmw, son of Ir.t 1r-r=w, who acknowledges various payments made by the choachyte PA-di-BAst.t, son of PA-di-Imn-Ipt, in connection with the burial of his grandparents (PA-di-2nmw). The document states:
“I have settled the account with you regarding the people of 4TA-Imn-gw and his wife, 1tp-Is.t.”
This statement is further elaborated as:
“Ip(=i) irm=k nA rmT(.w) n 4TA-Imn-gw Hna 1tp-Is.t tAy=f Hm.t.”
The account includes work performed by several individuals, some of whom are noted to have originated from the estate of 4TA-Imn-gw and his wife, 1tp-Is.t. Among these individuals is WDA-1r.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Van Heel, The Archive of The Theban Choachyte ,72;
The Demotic Paleographical Database Project 
http://129.206.5.162/beta/palaeography/database/papyri/P.%20Louvre%20E%203228%20%C3%89tiq.%20F%20Carton%20B.html.] 




	P. Louvre E 3228 Étiq.A Carton F
It probably dates to the reign of Taharqa year 15.

	Abnormal hieratic 
 (text 27)
	This document details an account made by PA-di-BAst.t concerning the final stage of the embalming process for 6A-pr.t, daughter of Ibes. The account appears to include a private enactment of elements from the Khoiak festival. The record specifies:
“Regnal year 15: the costs that were made under the choachyte Petebaste: (to wit) the woman Taperet, her mother being Ibes.”
 “ 1A.t -sp 15 nA hA(.w) nty ir Xr wAH-mw pA-di-BAst.t s.Hmt 6A-pr.t mw.t.t=s Ibs .“ [footnoteRef:39] [39:  Van Heel, The Archive of The Theban Choachyte ,107.] 




    From P. Louvre E 2432 (text 1), it is evident that, from at least the early reign of Psammetichus I, individuals could own portions of the necropolis. Concurrently, it appears that a fee was required from anyone wishing to be interred in this specific section of the cemetery.[footnoteRef:40] [40:  David Aston, “The Saqqara Embalmers Caches Reconsidered Typology and Chronology”, OlA 204, (2011): 47.] 


In P. Louvre E 9204 (text 2), it is observed that the lady had the right to sell the revenues of the office of wAH mw (choachyte), despite not holding the title herself. Conversely, in P. Louvre E 3231A (text 21), the lady Ruru is explicitly identified with the title of wAH mw (choachyte) above her name, indicating that some women, like Ruru, did indeed hold this title. This is further corroborated by P. Louvre E 7858 (text 22), where Mrs. Ituru is also designated as a wAH mw (choachyte) above her name. Similarly, in P. Bibl. Nat. 216 (text 24) and P. Bibl. Nat. 217 (text 25), the title wAH mw (choachyte) is attributed to women, such as tA-snt-n-Hr, confirming that women could and did hold this office.
This evidence collectively suggests that while not all women involved in the choachyte office held the title, there were notable exceptions where women were formally recognized as wAH mw (choachytes).

This has been confirmed from the Ostraca from early Ptolemaic O.Berlin P.9699 (254-3 B.C.). It records a payment by the female choachyte tA Ist tA wAH mw, who paid half a kite to Nesmin, son of Hor. [footnoteRef:41] We have another example of a female choachyte in P.Louvre E 3266, a division of family property from 197 B.C. In line 8, we read: [41:  Girgis, Mattha, Demotic Ostraka, (Cairo,1945),112; Brian P.Muhs ,” Tax Receipts ,Taxpayers and Taxes in Early Ptolemaic Thebes  “,OIP 126 (Chicago,2005):127.] 

Hna tAy=t dni.t  n nA sanx.w..nty iwi w=s s.Hm.t wAH mw ta-nA sA.t TA-n-im=w “With your  shares of the revenues belonging to the women and choachyte Tana, daughter of Tjaenimou. ”[footnoteRef:42] This provides evidence that women occasionally acted as mortuary priests [42:  Meijerink,P. C.H , “ Women’s Involvement in Choachyte “,edited by Koenraad Donker Van Heel , P.L.Bat 38 ,19 ; Françoise DE Cenival , Un Acte de Renonciation Consécutif À un Partage de Revenus Liturgiques Memphites (P. Louvre E 3266), BIFAO 71(1972) :25.] 


   In P.Louvre E 7843 (text 5), it is noted that the role of the wAH mw (choachyte) was often shared among multiple individuals. This arrangement likely arose because a single choachyte might not have been able to fulfill all the responsibilities associated with the position, particularly when tasked with overseeing multiple tombs simultaneously. Some of these tombs contained up to five hundred mummies, indicating that the workload was substantial enough to necessitate the involvement of more than one choachyte. Consequently, the choachytes would collaborate, sharing the duties and dividing the revenue generated from their efforts.

In P.Louvre E 7839 (text 7), it appears that the beekeeper contributes his efforts towards the exploitation of the land. This involvement is likely due to the choachyte’s inability to manage the land personally, possibly owing to time constraints.

The document P.Louvre E 7848 (text 11) suggests that the oath served as an expedient resolution mechanism for conflicts between individuals and groups, circumventing the protracted processes of the judicial system. This practice underscores the profound religiosity of ancient Egyptians and their intrinsic connection to their religion and deities.

Based on texts P.Cairo 30657 (text 13) and P. Louvre E 7840 (text 20), it can be posited that the choachytes had a formal association for its members, playing a significant role in mediating disputes between individuals and groups as an alternative to court proceedings. According to the archive of Djekhy & Son, they participated in the meetings of the Association of Theban Choachytes, such as those held on New Year’s Day. They were responsible for managing legal affairs and conflicts among choachytes, collecting the necropolis tax, and performing various other tasks. Towards the end of Amasis’s reign, there were several candidates involved in these activities.[footnoteRef:43]  [43:   Koenraad Donker Van Heel,” P. Louvre E 7856 C: A Possible Memorandum about Tax Payment from the Eisenlohr Lot “, ZÄS (2019): 31.] 



 Referencing the documents P.Louvre E 7847 (text 12) and P.Louvre E 7861 (text 14), the Choachyte Djechy, son of Testmont, is mentioned in the context of delayed payments to his colleague Pakharkhonsu. Additionally, in text 14, Djechy is noted for denying the goods that his colleague, the Choachyte Ousirtais, had deposited with him. These instances suggest that Djechy, son of Testmont, may have had a questionable reputation in business dealings.

Based on the analysis of (texts 15 and 16), it is evident that the choachytes exhibited a marked preference for endogamous marriages, choosing to marry within their community. This practice likely served to reinforce social cohesion and maintain the integrity of their cultural and familial ties.
































Conclusion 



     During the Late Period, the office of the choachyte experienced significant growth and the individuals holding this position engaged extensively in their professional duties. Choachytes were involved in various economic activities such as buying, selling, lending, and forming partnerships. They were also entrusted with goods, indicating a high level of trust and responsibility. Some choachytes accumulated substantial property and wealth, establishing businesses that generated income even in their absence by sharing revenues with others in exchange for their labor. This evidence suggests that choachytes belonged to the middle class, reflecting their economic stability and social standing.

    Women also held the title of choachyte, and some participated in revenue-sharing arrangements. Even those without the title were involved in the function, which had its cult-guild. This guild organized their activities and convened regularly, such as during the first month of the Axt season, marking the start of the new year, to discuss business matters and address issues.


