Book Abstract: The Murder of Tair Rada and the Roman Zadorov Affair: Establishment, Justice, Citizens and Social Media, by Azi Lev-On.
On the evening of Wednesday, December 6, 2006, the lifeless body of Tair Rada was discovered in a blood-soaked room at the Nofey Golan school in Katsrin, Israel, where she was a student. Approximately two weeks later, Roman Zadorov, employed at the school as a floor installer, confessed to the murder, only to retract his admission shortly afterward. In 2010, Zadorov was found guilty of murder and subsequently sentenced to life imprisonment. His appeal to the Supreme Court in 2015 was dismissed. However, in 2021, Zadorov's plea for a retrial was accepted. Finally, in 2023, more than 16 years after the murder, he was acquitted.

Over time, this affair has come to symbolize, in the eyes of many, the indifference of the establishment and the perpetuation of injustices. Conversely, it also serves as a testament to the citizens' ability to organize themselves through social media, contributing to the revelation of truth and the pursuit of justice. The book meticulously examines the murder, Zadorov's investigations and confessions, the reconstruction of the murder, and the legal proceedings. Additionally, it delves into the tumultuous and intriguing world of online activism for justice for Zadorov: the individuals and groups leading these efforts, the content they produce, and the discoveries that emerge as a result.

Public engagement, on one hand, occasionally led to adverse consequences such as the dissemination of rumors and conspiracies, along with instances of vilification and harassment. On the other hand, it also brought about unexpected and widespread contributions to information disclosure and the generation of new knowledge. This knowledge played a crucial role in supporting the acceptance of the retrial request, and in the verdict of the retrial itself.

Upon delivering his verdict in the retrial, Judge Dani Zarfaty highlighted several potential distinctions between the ruling in the retrial and the preceding court decisions. According to him, a key factor was the absence, in previous court proceedings, of "subtitles and translations presented 'within the body of the film' available to us, enabling immediate tracking and direct immersion in the entirety of the recorded materials." As outlined in the book, it was activists who undertook the translation and subtitling of over 100 hours of video footage, subsequently making these translations accessible as subtitles in the videos.

Judge Zarfaty argued that another factor contributing to the differences between the court rulings was the discovery that certain findings from Zadorov's computer, which depicted him as an "extremely violent and sexually deviant person," were found to be incorrect. The book attributes this revelation, as well, to the efforts of activists.

Judge Zarfaty pointed out yet another reason for the disparities between the rulings, attributing it to the presentation of new evidence before the judges in the retrial. This included the discovery of Tair's bloodstain in cell 3, contradicting Zadorov's reconstruction, and was also uncovered by the activists. Thus, the significant contribution of these activists to revealing the truth and ensuring justice is prominently evident in the verdict that ultimately acquitted Zadorov in the retrial.

You are encouraged to explore the intricate web of one of the most noteworthy and interlinked legal dramas in the country's history. The book presents a compelling and thought-provoking narrative that poses vital questions, highlighting the power dynamics between the establishment and citizens, while also examining the roles played by both traditional and new media in this ongoing struggle.
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