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Reviewer No. 2

I have had the opportunity to review the grant proposal titled "The Political VVoice of
Israeli Youth in Urban Spheres and Its Impact on the Development of Israeli Citizenship,
1965-1995,” which suggests a historical study on youth participation through a cultural
theoretical lens. My following report is structured according to the provided criteria:
originality and innovation, the importance of the research, suitability of research
methods, the researcher's scientific background, and an overall summary of strengths and
weaknesses.

Originality and Innovation

The proposal takes an intriguing approach by emphasizing youth culture, urban studies,
and citizenship studies, departing from traditional institutionalized perspectives. Its
methodological focus on primary sources that capture youth voices and retrospective
interviews is innovative, offering a novel lens to understand youth political participation.
The inclusion of urban culture as a key component, alongside the proposal's effort to
blend three distinct theoretical arenas, reflects a creative endeavor to uncover the nuanced
roles of youth in transformative years.

However, the connections between these theoretical components and the field of
education, which is mentioned but needs to be emphasized more, require further
justification to establish its relevance to the study's core aims. The authors explain the
critiques directed at civic education, which is perceived as a placebo. However, it remains
to be seen why they have selected this as the theoretical framework for their study. Civic
education, akin to education in a broader sense, is typically characterized by deliberate
objectives and pedagogical strategies. However, to my understanding, this proposal
centers mainly on nonformal youth political engagement. This emphasis raises questions
regarding the suitability of civic education as the appropriate theoretical framework for
analyzing this topic.

In addition, most references within the review about the proposed study’s primary focus
on youth culture originate from the Israeli context, aligning with the study's focus.
However, a broader exploration of theoretical topics relevant to additional national
contexts would have been beneficial. What insights could studies from other countries
offer that are pertinent to this case? One instance is the reference to studies on urban
mutual influence. An expanded discussion of the findings from these studies and their
applicability to the Israeli context would enhance our understanding of the importance of
this study.

Another point of interest is the relationship between the urban environment and civic
engagement. Exploring the global discourse on this subject could provide valuable,
crucial perspectives. The authors detailed the theoretical axes guiding their analysis only
in the research plan. This should have appeared earlier in the text. Also, in the project's
work plan, the authors discuss a comparison between these findings and the European
and U.S. contexts. This international comparative dimension must be incorporated into



the proposal itself. If such a comparison is intended, it should be highlighted as a pivotal
aspect of the study.

Importance of the Research

The proposal underlines a significant yet underexplored aspect of societal transformation
through the lens of youth participation in urban settings. By proposing to analyze the
connections between political transformations and the civic potential of youth, the
research promises to contribute valuable insights into the dynamic interplay between
youth activism and societal change. That said, the primary argument, articulated on page
6, highlights the linkages between political transformations during the study period and
the potential for youth civic engagement in urban areas and society at large. This raises
the question of what the intended direction of inquiry is. Are the authors examining the
impact of urban youth on political and civic discourse, or conversely, investigating how
this discourse influenced youth’s self-perception as citizens and political entities? These
represent distinct lines of inquiry that should be better clarified. While the research
objectives are clearly detailed, clarifying the main research question/s would enhance our
understanding of this.

Furthermore, the emphasis on urban settings is interesting but needs to be fully justified.
Based on my understanding, a core principle of Israeli society is the significance of non-
urban environments, such as the kibbutzim. It is possible that urban settings provided an
alternative to this traditional focus, as evidenced by movements such as the Black
Panthers in Jerusalem. This needs to be better explained.

Suitability of Research Methods

The methodological framework, which combines the analysis of primary sources with
retrospective interviews, aligns well with the study's objectives. However, there is some
ambiguity regarding the overall research design, including a misunderstanding of how
historical research methodologies will interact with social theories in the data
interpretation stage.

Furthermore, the specific goals of the interviews need to be clearer. | appreciate the
approach that integrates the analysis of primary sources with retrospective oral history
interviews. However, the objectives of these interviews need more clarification. What
specific questions will these interviews address, and what are their intended outcomes?
Additionally, the mere mention of conducting interviews falls short of providing a
comprehensive understanding of the method's efficacy. Are there precedents or examples
that showcase the strengths of this approach?

Finally, a detailed description of the analytical methods to be employed needs to be
included. Will the analysis be thematic, content-based, or narrative in nature? In this
regard, it should be noted that the budget should have accounted for data analysis
software (such as Atlas.ti or NVivo). This type of software is essential for managing and
analyzing the data that will be collected. Please note that based on my experience, the
data collection and analysis stages are intricately connected and conducted parallelly;
therefore, they should be depicted accordingly.



Suitability of the Researcher's Scientific Background

The authors' combined academic backgrounds are well-suited to the interdisciplinary
nature of the proposed study. Their expertise in the relevant fields suggests a strong
potential for successfully navigating the complex theoretical and methodological
demands of this research. While the details provided on the initial studies conducted by
the authors are appreciated, it remains unclear whether these studies were published or
presented at academic conferences. Without this information, assessing the academic
rigor of the presented material is challenging.

Summary of Strengths/Weaknesses

Strengths of the proposal include its innovative approach and the clear alignment between
the researchers' backgrounds and the study's interdisciplinary nature. The emphasis on
urban culture and the intention to explore youth participation from a fresh perspective are
commendable. Nevertheless, the proposal is weakened by its insufficient justification for
the chosen theoretical frameworks, lack of clarity in research methods, and the absence of
a detailed discussion on data analysis techniques. Furthermore, the relevance of civic
education as a theoretical lens appears tenuous, given the focus on non-formal youth
political involvement.

In conclusion, while the proposal presents a promising and innovative study, it requires
further development in several areas to fully realize its potential. Addressing the noted
weaknesses, particularly regarding the theoretical justification, methodological clarity,
and international contextualization, will significantly strengthen the proposal's
contribution to the field.
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Originality and Novelty

The proposed research wishes to examine the political involvement and activism of Israeli
youth in urban settings through adopting a cultural history framework and a grassroot
perspective, during the three decades of 1965 to 1995. The research aims to demonstrate the
part this political activism played in the construction of Israeli citizenship during this
period. To the best of my knowledge no such similar research has been conducted and, in
that sense, this is both original and novel, especially regarding the existing corpus of
studies on youth in Israel, which is limited in its scope and tends to concentrate on
institutionalized aspects such as youth movements, the education system, or on social and
psychological aspects of youth and youth culture. However, this does not necessarily
justify conducting the proposed research. As will be argued further on, the proposed study
does not succeed in persuading of its necessity and potential contribution to the existing
body of research.

Importance of the study and its contribution to scientific knowledge

The proposal discusses in detail the existing body of research on youth in Israel during
three decades in discussion, and maps persuasively the trends and limits of these studies.
However, since there are basic aspects of the proposed study that remain vague and
unclear, its importance and potential scientific contribution to the existing body of
knowledge remains also unclear. These aspects include the assumptions, the rational, the

choice of years, as well as the theoretical and methodological aspects of the proposed

study: the basic assumption it seems, is that Israeli youths’ political involvement during
the period in question played an important if not crucial role in the development of Israeli
society and citizenship. This assumption remains however throughout the proposal
without any concrete evidence to support it; the rationale of the proposed study also
remains vague — that the integration of the urban context and urban studies is vital for
understanding and analyzing youths’ political activism during this period. The fact that it
took place mainly in the cities (but there is no mention of youths’ political activities which
took place in rural areas such as the west bank after the establishment of Gush Emunim)
does not in itself suffice to make it a significant component of the phenomena investigated,
and the proposal does not succeed in explaining the urban contexts’ inherent relevance.
There is also a vagueness regarding the choice of years — at times the proposal mentions
the year 1960 but mostly the year 1965 as a starting point, but why this specific year has
been chosen remains by large unexplained. Also, the ending point of the research set in
1995 is not fully explained in the context of the proposed research — why the assassination
of prime-minister Rabin in itself marked a turning point in urban youth’s political
activism, is not fully explained in the proposal; Regarding the theoretical framework - that



of cultural history and the history of education combined — the proposal does not explain
exactly why these frameworks have been chosen, how they are intended to be combined in
practice and what is their unique contribution to the studied phenomena (regarding the
methodological aspects — see the next section).

Adequacy of research methods

The proposal aims to adopt a grassroot perspective and presents a list of a variety of
primary sources, including materials created by youths such as youth press, letters and
journals, alongside interviews with “former” youths or people who worked with them.
These seem as adequate sources for such a perspective, but surprisingly there is no
explanation of how exactly these sources will be gathered (especially the intimate ones
such as letters and journals) and mainly how they are intended to be analyzed, nor how
they will be combined, both methodologically as well as theoretically, with other sources
such as the daily mail. In short, the part dedicated to the research methodology is

insufficient.

Adequacy of the researcher’s scientific background for condutcing the research

Both researchers seem to have an impressive and varied scientific background. Prof.
Kidron’s publications attest to her academic skills and scope in the field of cultural history,
as well as the history of and perhaps even sociology of youth (regarding contemporary
youths). Dr. Hoffman seems to specialize in civic education and education for democracy
and will be able to provide the adequate perspective for the framework of education
theories in the context of civil and political youth activism. However, as mentioned above,
the combination of these different theoretical frameworks and perspectives needs to be
elaborated and justified in the proposal.

Summery of points of strength and weakness

The points of strength of this proposal are the researchers’ scientific background and the
potential for an interesting combination of their academic scope and research interests.
Also, they are well acquainted with the relevant academic corpus and have ambitious plans
of gathering unique and insightful primary sources. The subject itself has an interesting
potential, but currently lacks sufficient scientific justification in terms of assumptions,
rationale, choice of years, and theoretical and methodological aspects (see above). There
seems to be a discrepancy between the theoretical base and the actual phenomena intended
to be studied and analyzed: concrete and basic questions such as who were these youths or
what kind of political activities were they involved in, remain in this proposal largely in
the dark.
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