[image: Bloomsbury + Diana Logo]

Bloomsbury Academic Proposal Guidelines

Thank you for thinking of approaching us with your proposal.                                                                               Below are guidelines designed to help you put together the specific information we need to consider it for publication. They raise questions about the book, the market and the competition. Answering them as fully as you can allows us and the reviewers to understand what makes your proposal distinct.                           Please complete the relevant proposal form which you can download here.                                                      You can find the Editor in your subject area here 


Bloomsbury is committed to equality, diversity and inclusion and is opposed to discrimination, bullying and harassment. We condemn systemic racism in society in all its forms. We are dedicated to finding ways to improve our industry’s practices and our own company. We are actively working on revising and strengthening staff development and inclusion policies along with our own publishing practice. 




Information about You

1. Your details 
1. Title, name and affiliation/job title together with your contact details. Please do not provide us with any sensitive personal data.Dr. Matthew N. Hannah, School of Information Studies, Purdue University (Associate Professor), hannah8@purdue.edu.



2.  Biographical note: 

Please provide a short (up to 50 words) biographical note on your current position and any other positions or details of previous books that are relevant to the proposed project.

Include details of any personal websites or social media activity relevant for your book and its promotion.Matthew N. Hannah is an Associate Professor in the School of Information Studies at Purdue University. His research focuses on the political economy and public impact of online information. He has published widely on conspiracy theories, and he co-edited the collection Extremism and Conspiracy Movements (Lexington Books). 





Information about Your Book

1. The Information Dark Age: Toward a Political Economy of Online Conspiracism 
How will people will search for it?  
Which 5 key words best describe your book, its subject and approach? Is there one key, critical phrase? Is your title already taken by a key competitor?  
Does it clearly indicate what your book is about? Which course/s it might be used for? Conspiracy theory, information studies, internet studies, politics, critical theory



2. Summary

Please supply a one-line description of the book summing up its scope and content. Please focus on what is unique about the book.The book theorizes the current information ecosystem through analysis of the economic, political, cultural, and infrastructural components of social-media discourse, which are uniquely emblematic of a new period of media experience, political paranoia, and online conspiracism.




3. Description

Please write a concise overview of the book in no more than 250 words.
Would people with only a basic knowledge of the field understand what this book is about from your description? 
Will your text serve as a core/required text or as a supplemental/recommended one?
Remember this needs to be clear, informative and persuasive, suitable for use as the book’s marketing copy.
Please think about the type of descriptive copy which would make you want to purchase the book.The Information Dark Age focuses on the political economy of online information environments—the economic, political, and infrastructural elements—which are riven by political extremism, mis/disinformation, and conspiracy theories. Although these phenomena are not new, Hannah argues that the election of Donald Trump as the first conspiracy-theorist-in-chief, combined with social media as a prominent public sphere for discussing political issues, has produced a perfect storm for the creation and spread of conspiracy theories such as QAnon and the Great Replacement. With the importation of 4chan to the United States in 2003, internet users became capable of anonymous posting and organizing, and such capacities have combined with a growing reaction against liberal democracy and Enlightenment values to produce extremist movements which coalesced, after the election of Trump, into organized far-right political movements online, which spread conspiracy theories from the dark web to mainstream social media platforms such as YouTube, Twitter, and Facebook. Each section of the book focuses on a particular aspect of the Information Dark Age framework, providing context and historical materials alongside my particular analysis of these media ecosystems. The book synthesizes contemporary work on the various information challenges facing the United States by offering a comprehensive look at three major challenges that impede efforts to develop healthy information systems and that damage democratic processes. This book will be useful for anyone struggling to understand how and why conspiracy theories spread so fast and far on the internet, which will continue to be of massive importance for a healthy democracy.



4. Detailed Description 
Please provide an overview of your proposed work, its rationale, approach, main themes and objectives.The Information Dark Age offers a much-needed account focusing on the political economy of the strange world of online conspiracy theories from 2016-2024. While there has been much scholarship on conspiracy theories and media, there have been no studies to date that have theorized the political economy of conspiracy theories after 2016. Moreover, this book will produce important new analyses of conspiracy theories that have been under-analyzed in the scholarly literature. The main themes of the book will be political, infrastructural, and economic aspects of social media that have fueled conspiracy theories after 2016.

Each section of the book will articulate the specific aspects of that aspect of online conspiracism through focused close readings of social media posts, imageboards, archived web pages, and blog posts in addition to secondary scholarship. Each section includes 3-4 chapters each dedicated to a specific zone of that section. Each chapter will develop a key element of that section and describe how conspiracism was exacerbated due to that element.



5. Key features

Please highlight three key benefits the book offers. 
Make these short, pithy and think: are these the three reasons why someone would read this book? Focus on what is unique about the book and include specific details. For example, information about case studies, topics or geographical areas covered in the book.
· Misinformation/disinformation is an important public problem in the wake of January 6th and the 2024 elections.
· A broad swathe of readers is interested in this topic as conspiracy theories continue to impact the online public.
· The title is provocative and interesting for both scholars and general readers.





6. Table of Contents

Please provide a detailed table of contents that include chapter sub-headings.
For contributed volumes, please include contributor names AND their affiliations.

Introduction: Dawn of the Darkness

Section 1: Political Conditions

Chapter 2: Neoliberal Capitalism and Right-wing Counterculture

Chapter 3: Dark Theory: From Neoreactionaries to QAnon 

Chapter 4: Waging Information War

Chapter 5: January 6th and the Battle for Democracy

Section 2: Structural Conditions

Chapter 6: Chan Culture and the Dark Web

Chapter 7: Social Media as Political Public Sphere

Chapter 8: Algorithms of Obsession 

Chapter 9: #Anonymous: Identity Politics of the Internet
Section 3: Economic Conditions

Chapter 10: Social Media and Platform Capitalism 

Chapter 11: The Conspiracy Grift

Chapter 12: QAnon and Economies of Influence  

Conclusion: Darkening Horizons

7. Chapter by chapter descriptions

Please provide detail on each chapter including a summary of content, angle, purpose and relevance.
Think about your descriptions as a whole: is there a logical progression? 

Introduction: Dawn of the Darkness
This chapter will map the dramatic transformation of online political discourse from the anarchic trolling and left-wing political movements (such as Anonymous) of the early-2000s internet into far-right conspiracy movements, which have come to dominate the post-2016 internet. This transformation is largely due to the sociopolitical and structural changes to online life during this period. This chapter will contextualize those changes within the Trumpian political project.

Section 1: Political Conditions

Chapter 2: Neoliberal Capitalism and Right-wing Counterculture
The first chapter focuses on the dominance of neoliberal capitalism and the attendant rise of a far-right counterculture dedicated to an anti-modernist political project in the wake of Trump’s election. This counterculture increasingly coalesced around specific online symbols such as Pepé the Frog and came to embody an oppositional ethos to multiculturalism and centrism characterized by mainstream neoliberalism and the Democratic Party. 

Chapter 3: Dark Theory: From Neoreactionaries to QAnon 
The shift from trolling to political organizing is visible in several instances in the post-2016 political discourse, from the Unite the Right rally in Charlottesville to the rise of the Intellectual Dark Web to extremist conspiracy movement QAnon. This chapter traces a lineage to these latter tendencies from the early theoretical developments by the neoreactionaries during the early 2010s, who advocated the “dark Enlightenment” as an anti-modern political project rejecting Enlightenment values. 

Chapter 4: Waging Information War
As QAnon rose to prominence after 2017, 4chan and 8chan became hubs for organizing believers known as “anons” into cadres of digital soldiers dedicated to fighting an online war against cultural Marxism, multiculturalism, and liberal orthodoxy. Adapting the notion of information warfare from intelligence agencies, QAnon articulated a set of tactics and resources for waging war against mainstream journalists and political figures in an effort to impact American political life, and this chapter describes such tactics as precursor to offline violence during the January 6th riot.

Chapter 5: January 6th and the Battle for Democracy
Chapter 5 focuses on QAnon’s role in the January 6th Capitol riot, focusing on the political ideologies and conspiracy theories that have continued to raise doubts about democratic processes among many Americans. With Trump’s election loss, many anons turned to offline organizing and militancy, leading to the January 6th Capitol riot and the attempt to subvert democracy. 

Section 2: Structural Conditions

Chapter 6: Chan Culture and the Dark Web
This chapter analyzes the particular structure of imageboards such as 4chan as well as the dark web. Because these sites facilitate untraceable engagement, they have become havens for unrepressed fantasy and libidinal freedom, which have dramatically impacted American politics. As anons became radicalized by QAnon, such sites provided a space to coordinate and have proven essential in the development of new conspiracy theories.

Chapter 7: Social Media as Political Public Sphere
In Chapter 7, I will analyze the dominance of social media as a de facto public sphere. Political discourse became more extreme on social media during the 2016 elections as more Americans used platforms to share information about political events, much of which was not accurate or was propaganda. This chapter will assess the public impact of social media as the predominant space for public discourse in the 21st century. 

Chapter 8: Algorithms of Obsession 
Such a toxic information ecosystem was further exacerbated by the use of algorithms by platforms such as YouTube, which incentivized engagement through likes and clicks over accurate information. In this chapter, I analyze the impact of recommendation systems in fueling online conspiracism and radicalization.

Chapter 9: #Anonymous: Identity Politics of the Internet*
As individuals became radicalized by online content suggestion algorithms, many took to social media to share and post conspiracy theories, taking advantage of the ability to remain anonymous while doing so. Such an identity politics of anonymity has continued to have an outsized effect on the online public sphere.

Section 3: Economic Conditions

Chapter 10: Social Media and Platform Capitalism 
In this chapter, I turn to the economic incentives of platform capitalism, which rewards engagement within the attention economy. Like recommendation algorithms, such incentives have facilitated the spread of conspiracism on a massive scale by generating interest and rewarding extreme content.

Chapter 11: The Conspiracy Grift
As QAnon and other extremist conspiracy movements gained in popularity within the attention economy, some adherents recognized the potential to profit on conspiracism as influencers. This chapter will analyze what I call the “conspiracy grift,” the financial and social capital accrued by becoming a prominent conspiracy theorist. 

Chapter 12: QAnon and Economies of Influence  

Conclusion: Darkening Horizons
In this final chapter, I assess the contemporary fallout from the information dark age and attempt to predict future challenges to American democracy, global health, and our informational lives. This section assesses the conspiracy seepage from QAnon into efforts to mitigate the COVID-19 pandemic. As public health officials worked to prevent unnecessary deaths through vaccination efforts, online discourse spread conspiracies about vaccination which derived from misinformation spread by QAnon and Trump. Such conspiracies continue to plague our public health efforts, reflecting the fact that the information dark age has become a public health crisis.



8. For Textbook proposals only: Additional Online Resources

If your book is intended as a textbook for use on undergraduate courses please think about any additional digital resources it might need.

Would you plan for this book to have online resources? 

We have a range of full-featured Companion Websites that accompany key textbooks and we can include links and audio/video content on the individual book page on the Bloomsbury website if appropriate. Please give details of any relevant learning and teaching resources you think will add value to your textbook. Possible resources might include PowerPoint slides, videos, multiple choice questions and links to useful websites.
N/A




9. Word count

Please give the anticipated length of the final manuscript, to the nearest 5,000 words (including notes and bibliography).  

Please include details and approximate word length of Companion Website resources if appropriate. 

80-85,000 words estimated




10. Submission date

Please give a realistic date by which you would expect to be able to deliver the complete draft manuscript and any companion website materials, if relevant.
Summer 2027. I have an upcoming sabbatical and writing fellowship to focus solely on writing the book, and many materials have already been drafted or published in journals.





11.  Additional information

For textbooks, please provide details of the pedagogical features you plan to include. For example, will there be case studies, a glossary, further reading suggestions? 

If you are including figures and illustrations, list the approximate number required including tables, charts, line diagrams and photographs (black and white and/or colour). 

Do you require the book to be made Open Access as part of our Bloomsbury Open programme (monographs and edited collections only)? If so, please provide details. Further information on our Open Access policies can be found here

Is your book being proposed for a series? Please explain why it is suitable for this series.
Please give any further information that may affect our decision: Has any of the material been published before? If so, what proportion of the proposed book, and where has it been published?


None of the book materials has been published before, but I did publish an earlier version of these ideas entitled “QAnon and the Information Dark Age” in First Monday: https://firstmonday.org/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/10868. This article inspired me to develop some of the ideas into a much larger manuscript.








12. Comparable titles suggestions

Would you be able to identify 5 publications (books or journal articles) which are situated in the field of research of your book?

Donovan, Joan, Dreyfuss, Emily, Friedberg, Brian. 2022. Meme Wars: The Untold Story of the Online Battles Upending Democracy in America. Bloomsbury.

Harambam, Jaron. 2020. Contemporary Conspiracy Culture: Truth and Knowledge in an Era of Epistemic Instability. Conspiracy Theories (Routledge (Firm)). Abingdon, Oxon ; Routledge.

Hassan, Robert. 2008. The Information Society. Polity.

Neiwert, David A. 2020. Red Pill, Blue Pill: How to Counteract the Conspiracy Theories That Are Killing Us. Guilford, Connecticut: Prometheus Books.

Sommer, Will. 2023. Trust the Plan: The Rise of QAnon and the Conspiracy That Unhinged America. Harper.

13. Sample Material

In addition to the information provided in this proposal, a sample chapter or sample of your writing at this point, would also be helpful. If you’re unable to supply this now, you may be asked to supply this at a later stage.

For textbooks we will usually require a complete sample chapter including examples of each of the pedagogical features you plan to include.

14. Other submissions

Please let us know whether you have submitted, or intend to submit, this proposal elsewhere and, if so, to which publisher(s).


Competition and Market

What is the market need for this book? 
What unmet need does it fulfil for its readers? 
What will they be able to achieve as a result of having read it?

a. Competing or Comparable Books

Please provide the title, author, publisher, date of publication and price of three to five comparable books that compete directly for a reader’s attention.

How do major competitors meet the needs of your target audience, and how do they fail to meet those needs? How will your book differ from its major competitors? How will it be similar? What are you doing that improves upon and sets your work apart from each of these books? 

For textbooks, please list those texts that you think are the best sellers for the course where your book will be adopted, and those texts that you feel most closely resemble the text you are proposing. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the books yours would compete with or replace (including projects in development, if any)? 

If there is no direct competition, explain why. Has the topic only been covered in a chapter elsewhere? Is this the first book-length treatment of it? Bridle, James. 2019. New Dark Age: Technology and the End of the Future. Verso Books.

While on the surface, this book would seem to be in competition with mine, the argument is radically different, focused primarily on a variety of technological developments that have impacted social and political life. His chapter on conspiracy may be the most relevant to my work but does not seem to be in competition. Instead, I think his approach could be useful as a model for assessing the various components of online life that are controversial or problematic for a healthy society.

Donovan, Joan, Dreyfuss, Emily, Friedberg, Brian. 2022. Meme Wars: The Untold Story of the Online Battles Upending Democracy in America. Bloomsbury.

Harambam, Jaron. 2020. Contemporary Conspiracy Culture: Truth and Knowledge in an Era of Epistemic Instability. Conspiracy Theories (Routledge (Firm)). Abingdon, Oxon ; Routledge.

Phillips, Whitney. 2015. This Is Why We Can’t Have Nice Things: Mapping the Relationship between Online Trolling and Mainstream Culture. The Information Society Series. Cambridge: MIT Press, The MIT Press.

I include Whitney Phillips’ book here because she provides an important contribution to the analysis and discussion of 4chan in particular. Her work has been widely considered some of the best work on trolling and chan culture and will prove extremely important for my project. But her book is not a direct competition. Instead, I see my project as complementary to work such as this.

Bloom, Mia and Moskalenko, Sophia. 2021. Pastels and Pedophiles: Inside the Mind of QAnon. Stanford: Redwood Press.

Pastels and Pedophiles offers insight into the psychological dimensions of online conspiracy theory QAnon, assessing the movements and motivations of particular individuals within the movement. In particular, Bloom and Moskalenko offer some important contributions to scholarship on QAnon through analysis of the seepage of the conspiracy theory into wellness communities and non-profits. My book will also analyze the particular role of a few individuals within the movement who financialized conspiracy theories for personal gain, but my book will contextualize such individuals within a much more capacious discussion of the political economy of conspiracism online. Bloom and Moskalenko’s book mainly focuses on pop psychology and broad discussions of various aspects of conspiracism.



b. Market and Readership

What are the primary and secondary markets for your book?  

Which institutions would be most interested in your book?  

Does your book have global appeal?  What features of the book would help us to market the book overseas? Please be as specific as possible. Consider content, case studies, references, contributors, preface, foreword. 

Is it likely to have adoption potential for courses?  If so, for which courses and at which level?

For textbooks, please specify the academic level e.g. introductory/advanced, 2nd/3rd year, undergraduate/postgraduate and identify any courses for which your book would be essential or recommended reading, giving specific examples (course names and titles) if possible.

For scholarly research and reference books, please give some information on the research context and any relevant organisations, associations and networks.


The primary market for this book would be among academics in relevant fields but also with readers who are interested in technology, media, and conspiracy theories.

The book would appeal to university and college libraries but also would fit well in independent bookstores that trade in non-fiction books.

While the focus is primarily on US/Europe, the major topics will be of interest to readers around the world. Conspiracy theories have spread across social media to consumers around the world, and my analysis of the political economy of conspiracy theories will be of interest.

The book could be adopted for upper-division and graduate courses in Communication, Sociology, Media Studies, and Computer Science. 








Please date your proposal and return to the relevant Editor

Evaluating and Reviewing your Proposal
Your proposed project will be evaluated first by the subject editor. They will consider how it fits with our current publishing plans and if a suitable market exists that we can reach before deciding to have it reviewed. If the proposal and accompanying material goes out for external review it will be sent to a minimum of two reviewers. The reviewers’ names will not be revealed. They will be asked to comment on the quality of the content, how it represents the research landscape, whether it is reflective of Bloomsbury’s commitment to diversity and on the potential audience of the proposed book. The length of the review process can vary depending on the project but we aim to have new proposals reviewed within three months. If the reviews are positive and there is evidence to support the need for the project, you will be asked to respond to the reviewers’ comments where needed. 
The next step is for your proposal to be presented to our Publishing Board where it will be reviewed internally. We must have the approval of our Board before we can offer a contract for a new project.

Further guidance for authors and more information about Bloomsbury’s Academic Publishing can be found here.

To be added to the Bloomsbury mailing list, please visit www.bloomsbury.com


For information on how we process your personal data, read our Privacy Policy
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