In order to save time and effort later on, and to get the best results from this process, please answer the following questions:

SYNERGY PROPOSAL
 
(a) What is your research question(s)?

Can art prevent antisocial behaviors?

(b) Why is the research question important? You may mention other literature in the field, and the expected contribution of your research.


In the current project we propose that art, and specifically participative, experiential art, can serve as an actual prevention tool for some of the biggest social problems of our time such as discrimination, abuse and corruption. Combining the state of the art in the fields of art and psychology, leaning on established philosophical thought and using sophisticated AI tools to capture psychological phenomena, such as collective emotions, we develop a comprehensive theory, to be tested empirically. We use a specific participative, experiential art project titled "Field Hospital X for Social Ills" (henceforth: FHX) and propose placing it in different contexts (e.g. in a school, in a village, in a large corporation).  Our methodology includes four work packages that are aimed at a) examining which elements of Hospital X have the greatest impact on emotions, as well as why and how these elements can be improved to create an even more influential experience; b) extending the development of AI models to capture collective emotions and the examination of the types of collective emotions felt by the participants as well as the manner HFX impacts these collective emotions; c) examining the impact FHX has on the participants pro-social behavior in the short and long term as well as the manner in which individual and collective emotions explain the change in these behaviors; and d) examining the differences in all the above mentioned relationships based on the type of organization FHX was placed in and the national culture in which it was placed. If our hypotheses are supported not only will the art world be shaken by new theories of "scientific art", the AI world take a leap in its ability to understand collective phenomena and the psychological world understand how and why to prevent antisocial behavior, such works of art as FHX, will help prevent abuse, discrimination and corruption, set the stage for minimizing other social problems and make an impact for the better on humanity at large.      



(c) What are your hypotheses?

· FHX will enhance empathy both at the individual and collective level
· In comparison to XXX intervention for the prevention of discrimination, FHX will more strongly enhance empathy both at the individual and collective level
· In comparison to XXX intervention for the prevention of aggressive behaviors, FHX will more strongly enhance empathy both at the individual and collective level
· In comparison to XXX intervention for the prevention of corruptive behavior such a bribery, FHX will more strongly enhance empathy both at the individual and collective level

· FHX will reduce the prevalence of antisocial behaviors at the individual and group level
· In comparison to XXX intervention for the prevention of discrimination, FHX will more strongly reduce the prevalence of antisocial behaviors at the individual and group level In comparison to XXX intervention for the prevention of aggressive behaviors, FHX will more strongly reduce the prevalence of antisocial behaviors at the individual and group level 
· In comparison to XXX intervention for the prevention of corruptive behavior such a bribery, FHX will more strongly reduce the prevalence of antisocial behaviors at the individual and group level

· Empathy will mediate the relationship between type of intervention and behavior

· The relationship between type of intervention, emotions and behavior will be contingent on the context (both culture and type of organization)





(d) What is the proposed methodology? Why was it selected?

The research is based on a large amount of psychological experiments involving measuring emotions with sophisticated AI models






(e) What are the main steps that will be involved in conducting your research?

Understanding the different cultural organizational contexts
Placing FHXs in schools, organizations and villages in the different countries
Conducting the experiments in each location
Analyzing the huge amount of data obtained from the cameras in the FHXs
Analyzing the data based on the research model
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