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Basic Research Statement
Authorship, Location, and Casting in Transnational European Films During the Cold War is a scientific research project that aims to contribute to the study of transnational European cinema during the Cold War through the works of two prominent European filmmakers: Gillo Pontecorvo and Costa-Gavras. Most academic studies tend to connect Pontecorvo’s and Costa-Gavras’ political films to the post-Second World War decolonization struggles in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. However, until recently, much of the research on these filmmakers has overlooked the connection between their aesthetic, narrative, and thematic choices and the economic and political dynamics of the film industry during that specific historical period. Drawing on archival research of audiovisual sources and printed press articles, along with historical research, biographies, and testimonies published over the last four decades, this research project aims to assemble a transnational political, economic, and cultural history of Pontecorvo’s and Costa-Gavras’ films during the Cold War period.

