Corundum Systems Biology Invests in Biotech Startup Leveraging the Gut-Brain Axis to Improve Human Health

Investment in Holobiome to Support Discovery and Development of New Therapies from the Human Gut Microbiome

TOKYO – October XX, 2024 – Corundum Systems Biology (CSB), a leading investment company dedicated to advancing life-changing systems biology ventures, today announced its investment in Holobiome, a biotech startup developing novel solutions from the gut microbiome to improve human health. CSB, which previously invested in Holobiome as part of its initial seed round, participated again as an investor in the company’s oversubscribed $9M seed round, led by iSelect Fund. 

Holobiome is focused on mapping the gut-brain axis to solve the complexities of the human gut microbiome to spur the development of new treatments. Through targeted-directed screening of its Microbiome Vault, the world's most extensive collection of human gut bacteria, Holobiome is furthering understanding of how the microbiome influences health and informs the development of novel consumer products and drugs. Its lead program focuses on a next-generation probiotic aimed at addressing depression, while its partnerships with major consumer, food, and pharmaceutical companies advance research in stress and pain management. 

“Holobiome’s approach represents a pivotal shift in translating microbiome research into impactful health solutions,” said Hidehiko Otake, CEO of Corundum Systems Biology. “We are excited to continue supporting their innovative work in the field, which aligns with our mission to invest in life-changing ventures that push scientific boundaries and bring forward new possibilities for addressing complex health challenges.”

As a significant investor in Holobiome, CSB is positioned to enhance the company’s continued development and foster collaboration within its portfolio, creating a strong pathway for innovation. With CSB's support, Holobiome will advance its lead program into human testing, expand its platform, and build out expansive analytical pipelines.
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About Corundum Systems Biology
Corundum Systems Biology (CSB) is dedicated to advancing breakthroughs in human health and well-being by supporting groundbreaking companies in the field of systems biology. Committed to the long-term success and impact of its portfolio companies, Corundum Systems Biology offers deep domain expertise, connections to a broad network of industry and scientific leaders, and access to unique sources of health data. For company updates and information, follow Corundum Systems Biology on LinkedIn or visit https://www.csb.co.jp/jpn.

About Holobiome
Holobiome is a biotechnology company harnessing the potential of the human gut microbiome to generate products that can improve health through multiple marketplaces. The Holobiome platform is powered by its Microbiome Vault – the world’s most diverse collection of human gut bacteria – and proprietary tools to understand which functions gut bacteria perform that may impact health. Holobiome’s initial focus is on targeting the gut-brain-axis, and its lead asset is a next generation probiotic targeting biology relevant for depression. Through a partnership model, Holobiome is advancing programs with major consumer, food, and pharmaceutical partners in other areas, like stress and pain. Holobiome was launched in 2018, and has been supported by a world-class investor base, as well as non-dilutive grants from the NIH and the Translational Research Institute for Space Health (TRISH), as well as several corporate partnerships. It is headquartered in Boston, MA, USA.
