APP 6 - CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY

	Position
	Period
	Title
	Subtitle
	Left Description

	1
	6-4 BC
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	The Site of the Nativity in Early Christianity
	But when the Child was born in Bethlehem, since Joseph could not find lodging in the village, he took up his quarters in a certain cave near the village; and while they were there, Mary brought forth the Christ and placed him in a manger, and here the Magi who came from Arabia found him.

St. Justin Martyr, Dialogue with the Jew Tryphon 78 (early 2nd century)
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	2
	6-4 BC
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	The Site of the Nativity in Early Christianity
	Early Christians did not wait for Constantine to preserve the memory of the site where our Saviour was born.
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	3
	135-339 AD
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	The Site of the Nativity in Early Christianity
	After having defeated the second Jewish revolt in 135 AD, Hadrian is reported to have defiled many Christian commemorative sites in and around Jerusalem.

Thus, according to Jerome (Epistle, 58) a sacred grove dedicated to Adonis-Tamuz was planted on the site where Christians preserved the memory of Jesus’ birth.
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	4
	339-531 AD
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	Constantine’s Basilica
	325: During the Council of Nicaea, Constantine expressed his intention with the bishops to build three major churches commemorating the Lord’s Nativity in Bethlehem, the Resurrection (Anastasis/Holy Sepulchre) in Jerusalem, and the Ascension on the Mount of Olives.

339: A five-aisled basilica commemorating the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem was dedicated under the patronage of Constantine and Helena. The sacred grove of Adonis was uprooted in this moment.
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	5
	339-531 AD
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	Constantine’s Basilica
	The basilica had a wooden roof. Instead of an apse, an octagonal structure enclosed the choir to the east. In its center, a circular hole enabled the faithful to look into the place of the Nativity through the ceiling of the grotto. In the late 4th century, the original manger made of clay had already been replaced by one of silver. Above the manger was an altar, both of which were enclosed by a marble screen (chancel).

386: Convents of men and women were established next to the church by Jerome, Paula, and her daughter Eustochium.
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	6
	531-638 AD
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	Justinian's Church
	A fire destroyed most of the church in the 6th century. According to Euthychius, the 10th century patriarch of Alexandria, it occurred during the Samaritan revolt of 529.

Emperor Justinian had a new church dedicated in 531.
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	7
	531-638 AD
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	Justinian's Church
	The general structure and dimensions of the nave were preserved. However, the octagonal choir was replaced by three apses. The western atrium was integrated into the building as an exonarthex. With these restorations, the whole structure acquired the shape of a Latin cross that still exists today.

614: Unlike most of the churches of the Holy Land, the basilica of Bethlehem escaped destruction during the Persian invasion. According to a popular legend, the Persians, seeing the three Magi represented on a mosaic dressed according to the Persian fashion, refrained from destroying the church.
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	8
	638-1187
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	Early Muslim and Crusader Periods
	638: The Muslim conquerors left the basilica untouched but they reserved for themselves the southern apse as a prayer hall. Muslim tradition indeed venerates the birthplace of Jesus – or ‘Issa, as he appears in the Quran.
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	9
	638-1187
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	Early Muslim and Crusader Periods
	1099: The crusader army arrived in Bethlehem some time before it conquered Jerusalem. Soon afterwards, the city of David was erected as a diocese. Augustinian canons were installed in a new conventual complex, by the north of the basilica (Saint Catherine’s Church).

A hospital was founded within the conventual complex to give shelter to poor pilgrims. The church was re-dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. The final layout of the grotto dates from this period.

1165-1169: King Almaric of Jerusalem and Emperor Manuel I Commenus of Byzantium jointly financed the restoration of the basilica, specifically the frescoes and the mosaics.
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	10
	1187 – Present
	CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY
	From Saladin to the Present
	1187: After having defeated the Franks at the battle of Hattin, Saladin took over Jerusalem and the rest of Palestine, temporarily expelling the Latin clergy. No harm was done to the church of the Nativity, and the church was entrusted to the Greek Orthodox by Saladin.

1347: Franciscan friars were established in Bethlehem in the crusader convent. In the grotto, they possessed the altar of St. Mary.

1869: A fire erupted in the crypt and damaged most of the mosaics.

2014 – : An overall restoration of the roof, the mosaics, and the paintings is ongoing.
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