APP 1 - LANGUAGES IN THE HOLY LAND AT THE TIME OF JESUS

	Title of MAIN MENU
	Subtitles of MAIN MENU
	Description of MAIN MENU

	LANGUAGES IN THE HOLY LAND AT THE TIME OF JESUS
	-
	Multilingualism was the rule in the Near East as a whole, and in the former kingdom of Herod (Judaea, Samaria, Idumaea, Peraea, Decapolis, Ituraea, Gaulanitis…) in particular. Therefore, it is virtually impossible to map languages in a determined territory. Every community (ethné) preserved its own language to a certain extent. Nevertheless, in some areas, one language or another could have a dominant position. It is the case, for instance in Upper Galilee mostly inhabited by Jewish rural communities speaking Galilean Aramaic. There, the absence of large cities explains the superficial Hellenization of the region.
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	HEBREW
	Sacred language of the Jewish people.

Commonly used in Jewish religious circles.

Probably commonly spoken by Jews around 
Jerusalem.

The Mishnah and most of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
were written in Hebrew.
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	ARAMAIC/SAMARITAN
	Rural villages and small towns of Lower Galilee such as Cana, Nain, or Nazareth would most probably be settled by Jews 
only who spoke Galilean Aramaic.

Samaritans spoke their own language which they wrote with their own script. But other communities lived in Samaria, such as the Greeks who settled in the large cities of Neapolis and Sebaste.
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	LATIN
	Language of the high officers of the Roman army.
Language of law.
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	GREEK
	In the East, laws and official documents were translated into Greek.

Widely spoken inside the Roman army (especially among 
auxiliary soldiers).

Common language of all the Hellenistic world, from Egypt to Persia.

Language of the pagan cities of Judaea, Samaria, Galilee, and Decapolis (Sepphoris, Bet Shean-Scythopolis, 
Ptolemais-Akko…).

Language of culture.

Spoken by the Jewish Diaspora of the Eastern 
Mediterranean (Alexandria).
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	Object title (HEBREW)
	Object subtitle
	Text

	THE GREAT ISAIAH SCROLL
	DSS Col.VII / DSS Col. VI
	Is 7: 10-25 (NABRE)

10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: 11 Ask for a sign from the Lord , your God; let it be deep as Sheol, or high as the sky! 12 But Ahaz answered,  “I will not ask! I will not tempt the Lord!” 13 Then he said: Listen, house of David! Is it not enough that you weary human beings? Must you also weary my God? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign; the young woman, pregnant and about to bear a son, shall name him Emmanuel. 15 Curds and honey he will eat so that he may learn to reject evil and choose good; 16 for before the child learns to reject evil and choose good, the land of those two kings whom you dread shall be deserted.17 The Lord shall bring upon you and your people and your father’s house such days as have not come since Ephraim seceded from Judah (the king of Assyria). 18 On that day The Lord shall whistle for the fly in the farthest streams of Egypt, and for the bee in the land of Assyria. 19 All of them shall come and settle in the steep ravines and in the rocky clefts, on all thornbushes and in all pastures. 20 On that day the Lord shall shave with the razor hired from across the River (the king of Assyria) the head, and the hair of the feet; it shall also shave off the beard. 21 On that day a man shall keep alive a young cow or a couple of sheep, 22 and from their abundant yield of milk he shall eat curds; curds and honey shall be the food of all who are left in the land. 23 On that day every place where there were a thousand vines worth a thousand pieces of silver shall become briers and thorns. 24 One shall have to go there with bow and arrows, for all the country shall be briers and thorns. 25 But as for all the hills which were hoed with a mattock, for fear of briers and thorns you will not go there; they shall become a place for cattle to roam and sheep to trample.

	[HE]
	
	

	
	DSS Col.VIII
	Is 9: 1-6

1 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who lived in a land of gloom a light has shone. 2 You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at harvest, as they exult when dividing the spoils. 3 For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, the rod of their taskmaster, you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. 4 For every boot that tramped in battle, every cloak rolled in blood, will be burned as fuel for fire. 5 For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. 6 His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, upon David’s throne, and over his kingdom, which he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice, both now and forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!
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	DSS Col.XXXIII, XXXII
	Is 40: 1-5

1 Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. 2 Speak to the heart of Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service has ended, that her guilt is expiated, that she has received from the hand of the Lord double for all her sins. 3 A voice proclaims: In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, every mountain and hill made low; the rugged land shall be a plain, the rough country, a broad valley. 5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
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	DSS Col.XLIV
	Is 52:13-53-12

52
13 See, my servant shall prosper, he shall be raised high and greatly exalted. 14 Even as many were amazed at him—so marred were his features, beyond that of mortals his appearance, beyond that of human beings—15 so shall he startle many nations, kings shall stand speechless; for those who have not been told shall see, those who have not heard shall ponder it. 
53 
1 Who would believe what we have heard? To whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 He grew up like a sapling before him, like a shoot from the parched earth; he had no majestic bearing to catch our eye, no beauty to draw us to him. 3 He was spurned and avoided by men, a man of suffering, knowing pain, like one from whom you turn your face, spurned, and we held him in no esteem. 4 Yet it was our pain that he bore, our sufferings he endured. We thought of him as stricken, struck down by God and afflicted, 5 but he was pierced for our sins, crushed for our iniquity. He bore the punishment that makes us whole, by his wounds we were healed. 6 We had all gone astray like sheep, all following our own way; but the Lord laid upon him the guilt of us all. 7 Though harshly treated, he submitted and did not open his mouth; like a lamb led to slaughter or a sheep silent before shearers, he did not open his mouth. 8 Seized and condemned, he was taken away. Who would have thought any more of his destiny? For he was cut off from the land of the living, struck for the sins of his people. 9 He was given a grave among the wicked, a burial place with evildoers, though he had done no wrong, nor was deceit found in his mouth. 10 But it was the Lord’s will to crush him with pain. By making his life as a reparation offering, he shall see his offspring, shall lengthen his days, and the Lord’s will shall be accomplished through him. 11 Because of his anguish he shall see the light; because of his knowledge he shall be content; my servant, the just one, shall justify the many, their iniquity he shall bear. 12 Therefore I will give him his portion among the many, and he shall divide the spoils with the mighty, because he surrendered himself to death, was counted among the transgressors, bore the sins of many, and interceded for the transgressors.
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	DSS Col.XLIX
	Is 61:1-3

1 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the afflicted, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, release to the prisoners, 2 to announce a year of favor from the Lord and a day of vindication by our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to place on those who mourn in Zion a diadem instead of ashes, to give them oil of gladness instead of mourning, a glorious mantle instead of a faint spirit.

	
	[HE]
	

	LETTER OF BAR KOCHBA
	Discovered in Wadi Murabba’at (Dead Sea), c. 132-135 AD.
	“From Shimeon ben Kosiba to Yeshua ben Galgoula and to the men of the fort, peace. I take heaven to witness against me that unless you mobilise [destroy?] the Galileans who are with you every man, I will put fetters on your feet as I did to Ben Aphlul.”
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	TRUMPETING PLACE
	Hebrew inscription found at the foot of the southwestern wall of the Temple Mount, 1st century - 1st century AD.
	“To the place of Trumpeting”
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	BRONZE PRUTAH
	Bronze coin (prutah) discovered in Masada, 67/68 AD.
	Reverse: Free Zion/Freedom of Zion

Obverse: Second Year
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	BENEI HEZIR’S TOMB
	Hebrew inscription, Jerusalem, Kidron Valley, 1st century BC – 1st century AD.
	This [is the] tomb and monument [nefesh] of El'azar Hanyah Yo'ezer 
Yehudah Shim’on Yohanan sons of Yosef son of 'Obed Yosef and El'azar 
sons of Hanyah, priests of [the] sons. of Hezir.

	[HE]
	
	




	Object title (ARAMAIC/SAMARITAN)
	Object subtitle
	Description
	Text
	Transliteration

	EPITAPH OF KING UZZIAH

	Discovered in Jerusalem, Mount of Olives, 1st century BC – 1st century AD.
	Commemorative plaque for the reburial, during the Herodian period, of the bones of king Uzziah (8th cent BC.)
	“Hither were brought the bones of Uzziah King of Judah. Do not open!”
	L-kha hetīth
[‘a]ṭmei ‘Uziyya
Melekh Yehuda
w-la l-mefṭaḥ
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	SAMARITAN MEZUZAH
	Provenance: Kefar Bilu 6th-7th century AD.
	Samaritan mezuzah bearing excerpts from the Ten Commandments.
	“In the beginning God created; 
I the Lord am your God; 
You shall have no other gods;
You shall not make for yourself;
You shall not take in vain;
You shall not murder;
You shall not commit adultery;
You shall not steal; 
You shall not bear; 
You shall not covet.”
	-
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	SAMARITAN INSCRIPTION
	Location: Apollonia-Arsuf. Mosaic Floor. 6th century AD.
	Bilingual inscription: Greek and Aramaic (in Samaritan script)
	Greek
“One only god/
who helps/
Gadiona/
and Iulianus/
and all who deserve it”
Aramaic in Samaritan Script
“(made it from his) possession in this place”.
	-
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	Object title (LATIN)
	Object subtitle
	Description
	Text
	Transliteration

	PILATE’S STONE
	Discovered in Caesarea Maritima, 26-36 AD.
	Dedicatory inscription of a temple to Emperor Tiberius 
(a Tiberieum) by Pontius Pilate, prefect of Judaea.
	To the Divine Augustus [this] Tiberieum, Pontius Pilate,
Prefect of Judaea,
has dedicated [this].
	[DIS AUGUSTI]S TIBERIUM
[...PO]NTIUS PILATUS
[...PRAEF]ECTUS IUDA[EA]E
[...FECIT D]E[DICAVIT]
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	HEROD’S WINE
	Latin inscription on an amphora that contained wine sent from Italy to Herod (19 BC). Discovered in Masada, in 1996.
	-
	In the consulate of C. Sentius Saturninus 

Campanian wine from the estate of Tiberius (?)

Possession of Herod, the Jewish king.
	C. Sentio Sat(urnino Consule)
Camp(anianum) Teber(e fundo?)
Reg(is) Herodis Iud(aico)
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	HADRIAN’S TRIUMPHAL ARCH
	Discovered in Tel Shalem (Beit She’an Valley), 136 AD.
	Inscription from a triumphal arch (victory of Hadrian over the Bar Kochba’s Revolt?)
	TRANSLATION
The Caesar and Imperator, son of the divine Trajan conqueror of the Parthians, the nephew of the divine Nerva, Trajan Hadrian 
Augustus, Pontifex Maximus, twenty times with tribune authority, imperator for the second time, consul for the third time, father of the homeland, the Senate, and the people of Rome (the dedicators of the arch).

Source: Menahem Mor, The Second Jewish Revolt: The Bar Kokhba War, 132-136 CE (Brill: Boston-Leiden, 2016), p. 177 (after W. Eck, 1999). 
	Imp (eratori) Cae [s (ari) divi T] ra [iani Par-]th [i] ci f (ilio) d [Ivi Nervae Nep (oti) Tr] aiano [Hadriano Aug (usto)] pon [t] if (i) m [ax (imo), Trib (Unicia pot (estate) XX ?, imp (eratori) I] I, co (n) s (uli) [III, p (atri) p (atriae) S (enatus) P (opulus) q (ue) R (omanus)?]
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	Object title (GREEK)
	Object subtitle
	Description
	Text
	Transliteration

	TEMPLE WARNING INSCRIPTION
	Discovered in Jerusalem, Temple Mount, 1st century BC - 1st century AD.
	The tablet bears a Greek inscription, and it was attached to the soreg, the barrier separating the “Court of the Gentiles” from the “Court of the Women”, which prohibited Gentiles or non-purified Jews from entry.
	TRANSLATION
No stranger is to enter within the balustrade round the temple and enclosure. Whoever is caught will be responsible to himself for his death, which will ensue.
	Mēthena allogenē eispo[-]
reuesthai entos tou pe[-]
ri to ieron truphaktou kai
peribolou. Os d an lē[-]
phthē, eautōi aitios es[-]
tai dia to exakolou[-]
thein thanaton.
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	TABLE FOR INSPECTING LIQUID MEASURES
	Discovered in Maresha, 2nd century BC.
	This richly decorated block of limestone served as a standard measure for liquids. Antipatros and Aristodomos, the two market inspectors (agronomoi), whose names are inscribed upon the stone, used it to gauge the capacity of the containers used by Maresha’s merchants.
	“Year 170 (of the Seleucid era = 143 BCE) agronomoi Antipatros son of [...]doros and Aristodomos son of Ariston[...].”
	-
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	PHILIP’S COIN
	Minted in Caesarea Philippi (Paneas), 1-2 AD.
	-

	Obverse:
- Image: Head of Philip

- Inscription: ΦΙΛΙΠΠΟΥ ΤΕΤΡΑΡΧΟΥ – (coin of) Philip the Tetrarch

Reverse:
- Image: Facade of tetrastyle temple (Augusteum in Paneas)

- Inscription: CEBACTΩ ΚΑICAP – (to) Caesar Augustus
	-
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	THEODOTOS’ INSCRIPTION
	Discovered in Jerusalem (Silwan), 1st century BC.
	-
	“Theodotos, son of Vettenos, priest and head of the synagogue, son of the head of the synagogue, who was also the son of the head of the 
synagogue for the reading of the Law and for the study of the precepts, as well as the hospice and the chambers and the bathing-establishment, for lodging those who need them, from abroad: it [the synagogue] was founded by his ancestors and the elders and Simonides.”
	Th[e]odotos Ouettēnou, hiereus kai 
a[r]chisynagōgos, hyios archisyn[agō]
g[o]u, hyionos archisyn[a]gōgou, ōko
domēse tēn synagōg[ē]n eis an[agn]ō
s[in] nomou kai eis [d]idach[ē]n entolōn, kai
t[o]n xenōna, ka[i ta] dōmata kai ta chrē
s[t]ēria tōn hydatōn eis katalyma toi
s [ch]rēzousin apo tēs xe[n]ēs, hēn etheme
l[iō]san hoi pateres [a]utou kai hoi pre
s[b]yteroi kai Simōn[i]dēs.
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