On the twenty-fifth day of the month of June, in the year two-thousand twenty-two, here, in the presence of family and friends, the beloved, Elyse Bekins, child of Kate and John Bekins, and the beloved, Ben Slater, child of Karen and Gene Slater, have entered the covenant of marriage.   

We promise to share our lives together in joy and hardship, the everyday and the special moments; to contribute to each other’s personal and emotional growth; to open ourselves to each other in trust; to be partners in decision-making, family roles, and in child-rearing, should we be so blessed; to consider each other’s feelings and to settle our differences through self-examination, dialogue, and compromise. 

We declare our intention to maintain consciousness of the mysteries of life; to live with reverence and compassion for all people; and to open our home to those in need. Together we shall create a home filled with learning, laughter, and compassion. 

As we set out on our journey, we know there will be pockets of darkness. May we have the courage to pass through. Let us honor our separateness while remembering that the light of our joining is greater than the light we cast alone. May our light be a beacon to show us our way. 
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