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ABSTRACT

In this study I wish to deal with the line of sequence and change which sustained by Rabbi
Nethaneal in Bustan al-Uqul in regard to thinkers who preceded him- jews and non jews.
The discussion will be managed on two levels: on the first level I'll examine what has been
kept and what has been changed by R. Nethaneal in few subjects - on the subject level. On
the second level, I'll examine the adequacy measurement —as much as it exist- between the
different subjects, concerning not only the direction of the sequence or change-but also its
intensity. Summing the chapters conclusions I'll try to identify R. Nethaneal methodas one
who besides being a jewish community leader in time of crisis, expressed an impressive
expertise in an isoteric philosophy acoording to his time.

On the first chapter, I'll present the philosophical problem with relating attributes to
God. Afterwards, I'll present the methods of Dawud Al-Muquamas, Sa'adya Gaon and
Bahya ibn Pakuda. Following R. Nethaneal Attributes method, I'll present for the first time
the option of isoteric levelin Bustan Al-Uqul. According to my point of view, this option
supported by all the chapters on this study.

On the second chapter, I'll contend with the problem of the relation between God and
the universe. Amongst the diverse names for this relation, the next are the conspicuous
ones: Amr, Mashia and Irada (which translated by Rabbi Yosef Kappah to: Ma'amar,
Hefetz and Ratzon). Next, I'll present the tension with defining God-Universe relation, as
it has been described in the Quran and the Long Theology. Later on this chapter I'll present
the positions of Sijistani (d.971) and Kirmani (d.1021) concerning the 'Ibda' question.
Following the Brethern of Purity position, R. Nethaneal attitude will be shown.

On the third chapter, I'll show the different 'Inbia'th' methods, i.e. the different
emanation theories (after the first mind) of the Brethern of Purity and Kirmani. As R.
Nethaneal position had been synthesized them both-I'll try to explain R. Nethaneal
motivation for this combination.

On the fourth chapter, I'll discuss the microcosmic image or i.e. the 'adam alam saghir'
method. Mainly, this chapter will discuss the subject of contemplation according to thinkers
who preceded R, Nethaneal and some who were after him. The discussion will handle the
contemplation from few divese angles and will try to identify the essence aim and object
of contemplation according to the different thinkers. Following the comparative reference
—R. Nethaneal method will be presented.

On the fifth chapter I'll show initiialy another reading of the second chapter. This chapter
is the longest one in the Bustan Al-Uqul, and it does contain many parallels (264 parallels)
between human being the Tora and the Universe. Reading Innocently, R. Nethaneal
motivation with increasing paralelles number in some cases and ignoring potential paralells

in others-doesn’t make any sense. On this chapter I'll present the Kirmani's '"Three worlds
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models', and show R. Nethaneal method had been beuilt upon Kirmani's one. The literary
level and the paralells numbers enabled him an isoterical writing of his particular theme-
in contradiction with his universl revealed theme. Additionaly, another hint for his
particular thmeme can be found in R. Nethaneal relation to Moshe as the 'llluminating
Master'. This expression has been discussed separately on this chapter.

As I'll show in the summary, there can be find in the chapter a coherent conclusion
which identify 'Bustan Al-Uqul as a dialectic book with an isoteric level. Unfortunately,
the concealed meseeges didn't succeeded to reach the Yemen Jews so their status

deteriorated and brought R. Nethaneal son-R. Ya'acov to apply to Rambam's moral support.

152



