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Mi`lliya Village , Upper Galilee Po. Box 63, Zip Code 2514000, Israel. Mobile : ++972-52-8194961. Email: Rasha.assaf@gmail.com LinkedIn profile ?

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AND INTERESTS:

· I have spent extended time studying Contested spaces and contested cultural heritage in deeply divided cities and the ethnonational minority-majority relationships in that kind of societies. 

· I have developed a particular interest in Planning for Housing rights and land allocation in deeply divided cities, Managing Tangible and intangible cultural heritage, and development of cultural tourism, as well as in World heritage sites recognized by the world heritage committee of the Unesco for their extraordinary value for humanity at all. 

· I want to advance my understanding of such, through Ph.D. study with an expert at a remarkable institute.  

EDUCATION:

20012-2018 

Masters of Arts, The School of political science (Department of governance and political theory) at the University of Haifa, Israel.

Class (95%). The Dissertation was awarded the grade 97%. 

Thesis titled 'Privatization of Space, the Production of Cultural Heritage in Acre Old City and The Influence on Political Alienation among Arab-Palestinians.' Supervisor Prof. Asad Ghanem.

In the thesis, I dealt with the privatization of public housing and the production of cultural heritage and cultural tourism in the context of ethnonational contestation over urban space and urban cultural heritage and the impact of these different policies on political alienation among ethnonational minority groups populating the city. The case study chosen was Acre old historic city also recognized as a world heritage site by the World Heritage Committee of the Unesco. 
Skills that I acquired writing my thesis are; how to conduct semi-constructed in-depth interviews on a scale of 25 different interviewees and content analyses of varying planning, legal and policy documents.

The thesis Was highly judged by the external supervisor Prof. Yousef Jabareen at the Urban and Regional Planning Department in the Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning at the TECHNION (Israel Institute of Technology). the former indicated that it has the potential to be published in renown international academic journals such as 'space and polity,' He also recommended that I broaden the thesis to a doctorate.
Courses that I took and are relevant and can contribute to my research:

'the Israeli political system' (grade 100). 

'Israeli regime in democratic theory' (grade 99).


'state majority and minority in Israel' (grade 94).
Modules included that witness for diverse further research interests  


State, majority, and minority in Israel (grade 94): Researched and wrote a seminar term paper titled 'The struggle for political hegemony between the religious-communal approach and the civil-political approach in civil society organizations of Arab women: An equation between two women's organizations.'
Research workshop (grade 96): Researched and wrote a research proposal titled 'The role of worker's organizations in the transition to democracy in authoritarian regimes: A comparison between the labor movement in Tunisia and the labor movement in Egypt.'

'Israeli regime in democratic theory' (grade 99): Researched and presented a referat titled "Capitalism and Democracy between the realization of the right to private property and political equality - the struggle over the natural gas market in Israel.'
2006-2008 

Master of Laws. The Faculty of Law at the University of Haifa, Israel.

Class (86%).

Courses that I took and are relevant and can contribute to my research:
`law geography and ethnic conflict' (grade 95). 

`local government law: principles and forms` (grade 88).

'law and society' (grade 84).
Modules included that witness for diverse further research interests  


'The concept of dangerousness in law' (grade 93) Researched and wrote a seminar term paper titled 'The nationality and entry law (temporary order 2003): between dangerousness and demographic considerations'. 
'Colloquium on law and the territories' (grade 85). Research and lectured on the topic 'Gaza strip sage from the international law perspective.'  
'Multiculturalism and equality' (Supp master. grade 82) Researched and wrote a seminar term paper on 'The Israeli Law of Return - a philosophical and political discussion.'
1998-2001

Bachelor of Laws. The Faculty of Law at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel.

Class (74.45%). 
Modules included that witness for diverse further research interests  

'Legal and social norms' (grade 90). Researched and wrote a seminar term paper titled?
'Democracy and neutrality' (grade 89). Researched and wrote a seminar term paper titled 'The legal status of homosexuals in Israeli law.'

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:

In-depth interviewing and text content analyzes: 

I have research experience in conducting lengthy, in-depth interviews with activists, and officials through writing the M.A thesis but also in seminars, developing relevant skills such as identifying themes and separating the text into major categories and minor categories as well as analyzing text content of varying planning, legal and policy documents.
Presenting: 

I have presented research using a variety of techniques including talks, powerpoint presentation. I delivered lecturers to political science students at Haifa University, at the course 'State, majority, and minority in Israel' Also to activists groups at Acre city. Participated in reading groups such as the group "gray spaces" at Ben Gurion university under the supervision of Prof. Oren Yiftachel. participated in shared leadership academic seminar, 'Ofek Hadash' wich took place in Tel Aviv -Jaffa.    


Academic writing: 

I have written many pieces of assessed research writing; these include literature review, seminars, reading reports. All marks shown in the education section. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:

2011-present:

Heritage preservation project management related Experience 

I work as a Private Lawyer and Co-manager of a Heritage preservation project that takes place in the Byzantine old village of Mi`liya (The King`s Castle). A team of 10-15 workers works at the project. My role focuses mainly on advertising and marketing, work in front of the architect on design issues and dealing with all the legal administrative aspects. 

2012- 2013

Legal research related experience 

Conducted a lengthy report at the Arab Organization for Human Rights), Nazareth Israel/ the report was about the preservation and heritage development on the one side and the social neglection on the other. Based on several visits, interviewing activists and analyzing development planning and housing policy documents. 

2007-2010

Advocacy and coordination related experience 

I worked as a Lawyer and Coordinator of the Jaffa Popular Committee for Land allocation and Housing Rights in Tel- Aviv – Jaffa, Israel. Full description in the attached personal statement.  

2006-2007

Legal Research At Adalah The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel. Shefa-A`mr Israel (today located at Haifa, Israel). 

My role as a legal researcher was to reorganize and refine the legal material represented in the organization's website. 

2001-2005

Pre-internship, Internship & Senior Lawyer at Saleem Wakeem & co private Law office, Nahariya, Israel. 

I Specialized in Civil Law, Land Law, and Property Law.

PUBLICATIONS:

Non-peer reviewed or non refereed publication:

Assaf Rasha. 'Acre a City of Development and Neglect. The Arab Association for Human Rights, Nazareth, 2014.


Work in progress:

An article on the cultural heritage production with Dr. Ramez Eid (anthropologist).


Contribution:
Contributed to the writing of the report "Dwelling Crisis among the Palestinian Community in Jaffa. The End of Protected Housing in the Development Authority Properties". Bemkom and the Planning with Community Laboratory at the TECHNION, 2009.


PROFESSIONAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS:

2019-present member of Israel Political Science Association ISPSA

2010-member of the Israeli Chess Federation.

2002-present member of the Israeli Bar (license no. 34037) 

LANGUAGE COMPETENCES: 

Arabic as a mother tongue. 

Fluent in Hebrew (spoken and written).

Fluent in English (spoken and written).

TECHNICAL SKILLS:

להשלים
OTHER INTERESTS AND SKILLS:

· A member of the following reading books group networks: "coffee talk" "Haifa book surfing," and "one-state solution reading group."
· A member of "El Basa" committee (uprooted Palestinian village located in the north of Israel). The last activity was taking part in a teamwork organizing and building the photo gallery presented in the conference at the "el basa sons" conference took place in Kafr Yasif in 2015?


· A member of Mi`liya`s village chess club as well as a chess teacher.

· A member in a regular Friday basketball team training on a weekly bases once a week.

· A member on a regular Thursday swing dance team on a weekly bases once a week.

· A member of a regular Sunday chi kong training group meeting also once a week.

· I have volunteered with an archeological delegation. Last year I enthusiastically volunteered with an archeological delegation by the Archeological department at the University of Haifa (excavations revealing a winery near the King`s castle going back to the Byzantine period in Mi`liya). 


· I have participated in different painting, sewing, an pottery workshops. Have my attempts in painting, drawing, and pottery.

· An "access bars" facilitator and practice transcendental meditation on a regular basis. 

ACADEMIC REFEREES:

· Prof. Asad Ghanem university of Haifa school of political science. Division of government and political theory. Tel: 04-8249095 Email:ghanemasad@poli.haifa.ac.il Room: 4007. (thesis supervisor

· Prof. Daphna Canetti, (Head of School) University of Haifa school of political science. Division: Head of the division of Government and Political Theory Tel: 04-8249343 Email:dcanetti@poli.haifa.ac.il Room: 402

· Dr. Doron Navot Fields of interest: political corruption, law, and political theory, government, and society in Israel, Machiavelli, the human condition. Division: Government and Political TheoryTel: 04-8240933 Email:dnavot@poli.haifa.ac.il Room: 4020.

· Prof. Gabriel ben-dor Division: Government and Political Theory Tel: 04-8240050 Email: bendor@poli.haifa.ac.il Room: 4031

· Dr. Yosef Jabareen assistant Professor, TECHNION Israel Institute of technology faculty of architecture and town planning  Work Telephone: 048294043 Email: jabareen@technion.ac.il Office: Segoe 522 (thesis external referee). 
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