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To Whom It May Concern,
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am pleased to submit my application for the Faye Kaufman Memorial Prize. My name is Michal Levinsky and I am a doctoral student and employed in the doctoral track at the Israeli Gerontological Data Center (IGDC). I completed all my degrees with honors; in my master’s degree I received the Rector’s Prize for Excellence and also won this year the Social-work school's award for excellent doctoral students. My interest is divided among three levels, all of them related to the social field – research, teaching and fieldwork. I have been involved in these three levels before and have demonstrated high achievements in each of them. In my opinion, they all contribute to the development of truly people-centered research, and a combination of all three is likely to lead to more complete insights in the field.
My Ph.D. research deals with the association between cumulative stress and the ability to undergo a successful aging process. It aims to added to the literature by integrating the topics of stressful events and aging. A stressful may be as varied as displacement due to war, physical assault, discrimination, diseases - as we see these days, and more. Interest in and research on these topics have increased in recent years, in light of the adversities occurring throughout the world. At the same time, over the last century, life expectancy has risen to the highest in human history. The Aging population is considered one of the new phenomena in the world. The percentage of old people in many populations continues to rise, and the global population is aging. During a long life, individuals may be exposed to a greater number of stressful events, and their implications on the aging population are not fully understood yet. 
The research is expected to make several contributions. First, the study is 14-years longitudinal study, and in this way fills a gap in the literature. Aging is a dynamic process entailing multiple changes and trends, but while this life stage has been increasingly studied in recent decades, there has been insufficient investigation of these changes via longitudinal studies. Second, this study will contribute to the literature on trauma and stress by examining many countries, and the resources of coping they give to their aging population. The consideration of state-provided resources and comparison between countries, makes this study currently relevant and of international importance. Finally, at the applied level, the study may contribute to the identification of vulnerable populations among older adults and recognize environmental resources. In that way, it may help establish new policies that will benefit the physical and mental health of the  aging population. The research will strive to provide practical directions, both in terms of state policy and personal factors, regarding how older individuals and the environment in which they live can best meet the needs of this population.
As mentioned before, in addition to my doctoral studies, I have been working at the Israel Gerontological Data Center (IGDC) for almost two years. My responsibilities primarily revolve around a seven-wave international project, the Survey of Health, Aging and Retirement (SHARE), in which I collaborate with researchers from the European Union. This study collects information on adults in 28 countries in Europe and in Israel regarding economics, health, and society. My role in this study is that of a leading member of the team developing the Social Networks and Personality Traits modules. During this role, I already possess significant academic experience, including experience in writing scientific papers and international conference presentations. For me, the work at this research center give an opportunity to collaborate with researchers from all over the world, and to explore the aging population un depth. With that spirit, I initiated and am the current leader of “Chevruta” Group at the Hebrew university - a framework for doctoral students to professional discussions, research development, and preparation for academic life. My desire is to continue collaborating and researching with other researchers and developing more knowledge bodies.
In conclusion, I see great value in the research I am conducting today. This scholarship represents an opportunity to focus my attention these year on my doctoral research, and subsequently pursue further research directions and initiations. I’m particularly excited about the possibility of continuing my studies which can contribute to the research field. 

Thank you for your kind attention.
Sincerely,
 Michal Levinsky

