Founding Role‎

The Ostrovsky Family Fund

In 1973, Pinsk-born, Rio-based businessman/philanthropist, George Ostrovsky (1901-1980)‎ proposed building a facility exclusively for the Jerusalem Cinematheque and Israel Film Archive. These entities comprise the Jerusalem Film Center (JFC) which opened on Hebron Road in October 1981. 

For over thirty years the Ostrovsky Family Fund (OFF) played a leadership role - providing annual support for the JFC and underwriting film acquisitions, programs, festivals, equipment, staff enrichment and development consultants.
OFF also initiated and provided major funding for the renovation and expansion of the JFC building and grounds. When this project was completed in 2008, OFF added support to upgrade the Film Archive and dedicate it to the memory of Wim and Lia van Leer.

Established in 1987, the Ostrovsky Family Fund, consolidated the family's various philanthropic activities.‎ These efforts reflect the passions and priorities initiated by George Ostrovsky. To date, the JFC and the Film Forum in New York City have been principal beneficiaries, along with an array of international cultural and human rights initiatives in Brazil, the USA and Israel. 

Most projects underwritten by OFF focus on innovative, experimental and avant-garde approaches to endeavors dedicated to the preservation, production, accessibility and impact of moving-image arts. Art museum acquisitions and exhibitions have also received vigorous support. Many projects raise awareness about cultural, social and political issues.

OFF salutes the JFC staff, its constituency and all the film fans and filmmakers who give this place its unique year-round dynamic and all those, who year after year, make the Jerusalem International Film Festival a sparkling highlight of the Israeli summer.


[bookmark: _GoBack]
