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My research concerns the Jewish refugees from Poland who spent the years during World War II in the Soviet Union. To illustrate the importance of this refugee population, I will mention that of those who spent those years in the former Soviet Union approximately 230,000 people survived, and they represent about 70% of all the Polish Jews who survived the Holocaust. As continuity to my MA thesis, which dealt with the refugees' lives in the DP camps, my aim is to illustrate the experiences of the refugees since the beginning of the war until after it ended. 
The place of the refugees is often examined only against the background of mass extermination of Polish Jewry by the Nazis. In my study, however, I would like to examine the position of the refugees and the development of the attitude towards them from the point of view of the contemporaries themselves and not in the light of the late recognition that in the end it was their escape and expulsion that saved them from the extermination. The two key questions in my research are: 1. How did the refugees themselves understand and define their situation throughout the war years, especially with respect to the situation of their loved ones who remained in Poland? 2. What did private persons and public institutions among Polish Jewry and Jewish communities know about the refugees’ situation and how did they relate to them?
My research focuses on the connections and networks between the refugees and three different Jewish communities: 1. Polish Jews who stayed under the Nazi occupation 2. The Yishuv in Mandatory Palestine. 3. The Jewish community in the USA. During the war years, many of the refugees and deportees had held ongoing connections with family, friends and political institutions outside the Soviet Union. The structure for communications included the exchange of correspondence, delivery of packages, requests for information and provision of assistance, immigration activities, international political activities, and more. This extensive network of communication enables us to examine what the refugees knew about the course of the war, how those refugees understood the war, their situation under Soviet rule, and the persecution of Jews and their destruction in occupied Polish territory. By the same token, we can learn from these relationships about the efforts of Polish Jews, whose country was divided during the initial period between the Nazis and the Soviets, to maintain the lines of communication among themselves and not to be torn apart. We can also learn how Jewish communities in the "free world" understood the development of the extermination and ways of survival in Eastern Europe.
 The JDC, as a leading philanthropic organization, played a main role in various networks between the three centers – Poland, the Yishuv and the USA – and the refugees. The JDC's different offices held contacts during all the war years with the refugees – during their escape to the Soviet borders at the beginning of the war, while they lived and tried to survive in the vast expanses of the Soviet Union during the war years, and after their return to Poland immediately following the war. The JDC helped by social welfare, financial support, packages delivery, and helped keeping the connections between the refugees and their relatives abroad. These activities rise wide questions like how the administration worked and what were the bureaucratic efforts regarding the refugees. Moreover, they enrich our understanding of what were the various ways of cooperation of Jewish communities around the world in order to assist the refugees. We can learn also what were the connections of the JDC with other organizations and associations, and so, we can understand how wide and comprehensive the efforts to help the refugees were. 
For my research, I have found materials in several JDC Archives collections: 1. The New York Office 1933-1944 Collection is the biggest and varied collection regarding the refugees. It holds correspondences with Polish organizations and international organizations, bulletins, lists of names and reports regarding the refugees, from the very beginning of the war until the liberation of Poland. 2. The Jerusalem Office 1944-1952 Collection contains documents from the Jerusalem office and the office in Tehran including correspondences mainly on packages delivery. 3. Warsaw Office 1939-1941 Collection includes some correspondences with local communities in Poland during the war (and even after 1941) which describes the waves and escape roots of the refugees. 4. The Warsaw Office Collection 1945-1950 holds lots of documents, including official reports and correspondences, on the first relief and rehabilitation activities with the refugees immediately after their return to Poland following the war. 5.  Istanbul Office 1937-1949 Collection contains several documents regarding packages delivery. 
Since the archives hold a large amount of relevant materials, as I showed, I need to spend a lot of time at the archives. While some of the collections are digitalized and are searchable online, the main collection, NY Office 1933-1944, can be reached only at the archives' computers in Jerusalem or in New York. I live in Jerusalem, and do not have any expenses on flights or accommodation, but I do work for a living most of the week. In order to do my research – especially at the archives' office in Jerusalem – I will have to take an unpaid leave from my position. And so, I plan to use the fellowship funds as an alternative income for the time of my absence. 
The last years were dedicated mostly to research at archives, phase which I wish to complete with the search at the JDC archives. I have already found lots of fascinating and valuable documents but want to make my research even richer by using also the JDC materials. Now I am working on the first chapter, dealing with the searching for missing relatives during the war years. My aim is to complete the dissertation by the end of next year. 
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