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“According to [Shimon ben Lagqish] ...Written Torah was originally oral. In effect,
the only difference between Written and Oral Torah during the life of Moses was
what they one day would become; for most of that period the form of the two

Torahs was literally identical.”

(David Kraemer, "Formation of Rabbinic Canon: Authority and Boundaries,” 624 and 626.)
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The ingenuity of the interpreter operates even in the formative period of the canon,
while those texts that will subsequently win authoritative status are still being
composed and collected...Interpretation is constitutive of the canon; it is not

secondary to the canon in terms of either chronology or significance.
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(Bernard Levinson, Legal Revision and Religious Renewal in Ancient Israel, 18).
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tradition and scripture ,X7P11 7107

TINI2W 77T OY MR 7y Jean-Pierre Sonnet .0°127 1502 71112 12 7T WL
T2 97 AR LD DY VOPYD MRY DR 2¥N 0°I127 I9D0 VTP MR 2PN 2P SXPY
19902 207 310 HRIWIPI7IR TWH 3T WK 0°9277 AR 71507 YW WX 210577 12D

:The Book within the Book: Writing in Deuteronomy ,1997 niwn

Deuteronomy’s opening ushers in a distinctively oral communication ...Outside the
Bible...no mention has been found indicating that in the ancient Near East
collections of laws were promulgated orally...without the mediation of a written
record. Yet Moses does precisely that, conveying orally, without any written
reminder, an extensive collection of laws (that YHWH revealed to him at Horeb

forty years ago!).

(Jean-Pierre Sonnet, The Book within the Book: Writing in Deuteronomy, 27-28.)
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The best way to meet this difficulty was found to be to shift the centre of gravity in Judaism and
to place it in the secondary [or midrashic] meaning [of biblical texts], thus making religion
independent of philology and all its dangerous consequences...When Revelation or the Written
Word is reduced to the level of history, there is no difficulty in elevating history in its aspect of
Tradition to the rank of Scripture, for both have then the same human or divine origin (according
to the student's predilection for the one or the other adjective), and emanate from the same
authority. Tradition becomes thus the means whereby the modern divine seeks to compensate
himself for the loss of the Bible, and the theological balance is to the satisfaction of all parties

happily readjusted.

(Solomon Schechter, Studies in Judaism, First Series, Xiv-Xv.)
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