What is the purpose of this program? 
This educational, nonpartisan program is designed to cultivate informed and constructive Israeli leadership on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The conflict has a profound impact on the lives of all Israelis, yet the vast majority have never met with Palestinians face-to-face, nor visited Palestinian communities. We believe responsible leadership on this issue means engaging with all stakeholders, especially those with whom Israel’s future is inextricably linked. There are few opportunities to do this as communal leaders, in a non politically-prescriptive setting. Through an immersive experience in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, engaging directly with diverse Palestinian changemakers and one another, this experimental program’s goal is to enable deeply committed Israeli Jewish influencers to encounter firsthand the people, perspectives and challenges at the heart of the conflict. We hope to inspire new perspectives, new conversations, and new approaches to the conflict through building a diverse leadership network across religious and political divides. 

What does the program include? 
This program is a by-invitation only, all-expenses paid immersive program for senior Israeli leaders. The program includes pre- and post-travel programming and a four-day travel experience in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, incorporating opportunities for engagement with Palestinian speakers, network weaving, and focused workshops on leadership vis-a-vis the conflict. While many Israeli citizens have participated in Encounter Intensive Seminars, this will be the first time that we are offering a four-day immersive program designed especially for high level Israeli leaders. We are seeking participants who are interested in joining this experimental program and in helping Encounter sharpen future potential offerings for Israeli leaders.

What makes this experimental program unique? 
While Encounter has conducted several programs for Israeli citizens in the past, most of our work with executive level leaders has been with the American Jewish community. Over that time, Encounter’s leadership has become convinced of the importance of offering a high level experience designed especially for Israeli leaders. Participants in this initial pilot program will have the opportunity not only to experience the program for themselves but also to serve as Encounter’s thought partners in designing and adapting the program for future Israeli cohorts, and reaching a broader cross-section of Israeli influencers. The broadest long-term hope is that this developing work with Israeli leaders will strengthen the capacity of our community’s leadership to contend with some of the most divisive yet urgent issues of this moment, in service of leading more constructively on this issue following their participation.

Does the program have a political agenda? 
Any travel in a conflict area is by definition political, as is the language used to describe these areas. Furthermore, we understand the very suggestion that Israeli leaders should consider meeting with Palestinians over the Green Line is an inherently political proposition and consequently we never refer to our programs as “apolitical.” That said, Encounter is an independent and nonpartisan organization. We are not linked to any lobbying groups nor do we promote a particular political agenda. We not only welcome, but strive for intellectual, denominational and political diversity on all our programs. We believe leaders at all points on the political spectrum would be enriched by this experience: being in conversation with Palestinians and with one another – on the key issues at the center of the conflict. 

Is the program a “dialogue” experience? 
The program is not structured as formal dialogue between Israelis and Palestinians. Rather, our programs enable those who care deeply about the future of Israel to encounter the perspectives of those with whom we are inextricably linked: Palestinians. We structure our program as a listening and learning opportunity: a chance to hear and grapple with what local Palestinians are confronting – and we also offer intra-Jewish dialogue opportunities, where participants can discuss together their insights, impressions and opinions on the issues. 

Who are the program’s funders? 
This program is funded by American Jews, including both foundations and individual donors. As an organization, Encounter does not receive any government funding (US, Israel, EU or from any other government). Please don’t hesitate to be in touch if you have further questions. 

Can Israeli citizens legally enter Palestinian areas? 
The program will be based largely in East Jerusalem and Areas B & C of the West Bank, where Israelis can legally enter without limitation. It will also include several segments in Area A, for which Israeli citizens must have a permit to enter, issued by COGAT - the Civil Administration. Encounter will apply for permits for all participants to travel to Areas A, and will have backup plans in place in case permits are not granted for any segments of the program. Because permits are not granted for overnight stays, the group will sleep in Palestinian hotels located in Area C and East Jerusalem. 

Who can apply? 
· We are seeking Israeli Jewish influencers, broadly defined - individuals with a demonstrated track record of exercising leadership, who are shaping the community’s engagement with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Leaders of of nonprofit organizations, civil society leaders, public intellectuals, educators, rabbis, lay leaders and philanthropists, and beyond;
· Alumni of our 2-day programs for Israeli leaders are eligible; 
· Applicants must commit to participate in all program components including pre- and post-travel programming.

How much does participation cost? 
Program costs and accommodations for the three nights of the program(shared rooms) are underwritten. Participants are responsible for their own transportation to and from Jerusalem at the start and end of the program, and for any upgrades (eg. single room, food beyond program meals). 

When does the program begin and end? 
The program begins in Jerusalem at 8:45am on the first day of the program and will finish no later than 7:00pm in Jerusalem on the final day of the program. 
