We have spoken a lot about the intractability of this issue, and we've heard a lot of despair and hopelessness this week, a lack of conviction that a better future is possible. Hearing these dark stories, I often feel stuck - I imagine many of us have and do. 

When we're feeling stuck, we have a choice:

1. We can be tempted to slide into despair and complacency, a resigned acceptance of the status quo - a sense that reality as it is is reality as it must be. Every few years there will be a war. A few hundred of ours, a few hundred or thousand of theirs, will die. 

That is a choice we can choose to make as a state and as a people - to live by the sword forever. To accept that as a necessary reality.

0. We also have another choice - we can choose to engage - to recognize the fundamental and undeniable inextricability and interdependence governing the Jewish people's existence in this land: that the fates of our two peoples are bound together, that our acts directly impact each other, and that we ignore the other people and peoples who live in this land at our own peril. We can choose to acknowledge the fact that neither of our people is going away, and we need to find a way for both of our peoples - all of us - to live in this land in dignity and security. 

Sam Bahour spoke this morning about the current bleak state and vacuum of leadership on this issue - the collapse of three societies. In Palestinian society, in Israeli society, in the US, there is a vacuum of leaders who lead with humility, with courage, with a genuine concern for the dignity, rights, security, and need for recognition of everyone in this land. 

This is a challenging and complex issue, and we have so many demands on our time. On such challenging issues the best of us can be tempted to look over our shoulders for someone to take charge. But the truth is that leaders are born by necessity. Leaders do not latch on to an existing hope or vision - they are the ones who choose to step into the vacuum, יש מאין - creating something out of nothingness, filling a vacuum - creating something where nothing exists.

When I look around this room at the tremendous wisdom, extraordinary strength, great influence, what I see is this:

We are it. We are the leaders. We are the ones who can look at the vacuum and succumb to despair, or look at the vacuum and choose to fill it. 

The Mishna tells us לא עליך המלאכה לגמור ולא אתה בן חורין להבטל ממנה. None of us will solve the conflict, certainly not alone - and that is not our job. But there are things we CAN do:

· We can acknowledge the despair and move through it - not allow it to become entrenched and elusive. 
· We can acknowledge the complexity and move through it - not allow it to paralyze us  
· We can recognize where we do have power and influence to transform the culture of our organizations and our communities.
· We can work in our communities to make visible that which we have had the privilege to see and hear this week, but which is so often invisible - the lives of the courageous human beings that we met, the human cost, to both Palestinians and Israelis, of the ever-changing and elusive "status quo"
· We can have the capacity and wisdom to reject false binaries and instead find ways to integrate Kvod Haadam, human dignity, Palestinian dignity, with Ahavat Yisrael, love of our people, to integrate humility and recognition of what we have yet to learn with a true courage that emboldens us to lead our communities even in the face of potential risk
· We can recognize the Jewish people's interdependence with the other people with whom we are destined to share this land, and ask ourselves to keep that at the forefront of our awareness when we teach, when we write, and when we explore what it would take for all people in this land to live in dignity and security - ALL people - because history has taught us and continues to teach us that “security” is illusory if only some are secure. 

What might it look like:
· To embrace our agency - in our shuls, camps, federations, on campus, in our schools, in the ways we use our public voices? 
· To act with humility AND courage, with a commitment to human dignity AND deep Ahavat Yisrael? 
· To reject the false binary and zero sum game in favor of a different vision for what it can mean to exercise our responsibility and agency as Jewish leaders who care deeply about our future as a sovereign nation in this land? 
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