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Literary analysis is conceived not as an end in itself but as a vehicle,
a means of gaining access to tensions and contradictions less clearly
articulated in other cultural forums but all the more powerful for their
partial occlusion. Literature itself is conceived neither as a separate
and separable aesthetic realm nor as a mere product of culture, but as
one realm among many for the negotiation and production of social
meaning, of historical subjects, and of the systems of power that at
once enable and constrain those subjects.

S. Mullaney, The Place of the Stage, Chicago 1988, p. x 107



