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Motivational Letter
I am pleased to submit my application for the exchange student program at Ludwig Maximillian University of Munich. My name is Michal Levinsky, I am a doctoral student. After completing my BA in Psychology with honors from Bar-Ilan University, I received the Rector’s Prize for Excellence from the Hebrew University for my MA degree. My MA dissertation addresses the family conflicts in the second half of life and focused on how various welfare regimes in Europe contribute to these conflicts. I am currently working toward a third degree at the School of Social Work in the Hebrew University, guided by Professor Miriam Schiff, and am also a researcher at the Israel Gerontological Data Center (IGDC). In my position at the IDGC, I am chiefly involved in an international project - the Survey of Health, Aging and Retirement (SHARE) and work with researchers from the European Union. This project has made clear the great importance of collaboration over borders. Although I am only beginning to formulate research directions, I have already realized that excellence in research is closely related to interaction with other researchers around the world.
In light of the above, it is important for me to acquire up-to-date knowledge from people who are on the cutting edge of research. The Department of Sociology at your university appears to be very suitable for acquiring such knowledge. The department are focus on very close areas to my research interests -  social inequality and quantitative methods. During my dissertation that based on the SHARE data (and following my MA), I use theories of inequality, suggests that social system produces cumulative inequality over a lifetime. As the theory of inequality assumes that a social system may contribute to inequality in coping with life, my primary aim of this research is to examine how the process of ageing is mediated by the conditions and policies of different countries and societies. Additional goals include identifying the factors that create inequality in social systems and welfare policies, and to contribute to understanding the environmental factors of successful ageing. I am sure that with the contacts with the researchers in the Department of Sociology I can go deeper and learn more about inequality between societies, and specifically about some European countries. In addition, I believe I can get advanced quantitative tools for analyzing big data.
Additional interest for me in being in Munich, is the the international center for the SHARE data in The Munich Center for the Economics of Aging (MEA). I think that in Munich I have the perfect platform for collaboration, firstly due to the interest’s areas of the Sociology department of LMU, and second for the presence of the center of the SHARE survey in Munich. With the deep knowledge of both institutions - LMU and MEA, I can have big benefit to my personal research, and maybe also create new collaborations that may be interesting for research purposes.
This exchange program represents an opportunity to focus my attention on my doctoral research and pursue further research directions.  My possible involvement in LMU would further my continued professional development and create a basis for cooperation with international researchers and institutes. . It’s a rare opportunity for me to meet world-renowned researchers in the field I’m interested in. I sincerely hope that you will view my application in a positive light.
Or - Thank you for your kind attention and I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,
 Michal Levinsky
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