[image: ]
The National Library of Israel
Outreach to North American Jewish Educators
October 2019
The National Library of Israel and the Jewish People Worldwide
Home to the intellectual and cultural treasures of Israel and the Jewish people, the National Library of Israel (NLI) is on a visionary journey of renewal, incorporating a wide range of initiatives to preserve and make these treasures available to diverse audiences in Israel and across the globe. Located in Jerusalem, we hold the largest collection of textual Judaica ever amassed; the world's largest collection of Jewish and Israeli music and sound; and the largest collection of ancient and modern maps of Jerusalem and the Land of Israel. Our millions of treasures include photographs, maps, archives, manuscripts, posters, music and much more.
We reflect and include the multiplicity of Jewish and Israeli cultures, identities, histories, and beliefs. Our collections and activities offer virtually limitless potential to educate, connect and unify individuals and communities across the world, regardless of physical location, observance or background.
Education at the National Library 
The National Library of Israel Education Department works with thousands of educators and learners of all ages, in Israel and throughout the Jewish world. Our goals are to promote the use of primary sources from the National Library collections to advance Jewish knowledge and identity and to promote the research-related and creative learning skills critical to succeed in the 21st century. NLI primary sources and teaching resources are curated and designed to make Jewish history, tradition and Zionism relevant and meaningful to the learners' lives. 
The Education Department has been working with organizations, schools, communities and educators in Israel and throughout the Jewish world for a number of years, primarily within Europe. During this time we have created a rich catalogue of learning and teaching resources based on the National Library collections, developed specifically for Jewish communities outside of Israel. We have also acquired much experience in professional development, both in Israel and in the diaspora, using different online and offline methods to train teachers on the pedagogy and methodology of using primary sources to promote meaningful learning experiences. 
Overview of NLI Educational Activities in the Jewish World
· Website 
The NLI English education website includes more than 1,100 teaching resources. These resources include primary sources from the NLI collections, resource packs, lesson plans, worksheets, videos and activities. The resources are developed specifically for use in educational systems outside of Israel and focus on topics and themes that are commonly used by educators such as: the Jewish calendar, Bar-Bat mitzvahs, Jewish communities, Jewish identity, Jewish and Israeli figures, literature and culture, Zionism, and much more. The lesson plans and teaching suggestions are based upon constructivist and research-based pedagogy.  Over the past year, there have been nearly 15,000 users of the site from around the world. 
Please visit: web.nli.org.il/sites/NLIS/en/Education

· Professional Development
We believe that our resources should be provided together with facilitating methodology to encourage the creation of meaningful learning experiences and to promote 21st century learning skills. To fulfill our goals we have provided professional development and special trainings for thousands of teachers and teachers-in-training. Our professional development sessions are either thematic (focusing on topics such as modern Jewish history, Israeli elections, Jewish festivals, etc.) or pedagogical (focusing on specific styles or methods, such as teaching with posters and photographs, maps in Jewish studies and researching using primary sources). All of our sessions and courses include use of educational technology and innovative teaching methods. 

Professional development is offered in a variety of options:
· In-person courses 
· Online courses – synchronic and a-synchronic
· Workshops
· Webinars
· Lectures – online or offline
 
· Cooperation and Collaboration
Further to the extensive work in Israel, over the past few years we have worked with a variety of schools, synagogues, youth groups, educational organizations and networks representing different communities and affiliations in the UK and Europe. These cooperations included joint activities, visits to the National Library, NLI staff visits to Europe, creating specific educational materials, student projects, educators' training and exposure and lectures in seminars and conferences. 

We have also begun collaborating with various international organizations in order to reach wider audiences across the Jewish world. This includes cooperation with the Lookstein Center (at Bar Ilan University) towards delivering webinars to educators around the world, especially in North America. We also contribute content to their website and newsletter, sharing National Library treasures and pedagogy. Our first successful webinar in collaboration with the Lookstein Center explained Israeli election campaigns while discussing use of primary sources.

We are also collaborating with the World Zionist Organization, giving workshops at WZO conferences to Jewish educators from across the globe, and producing an online course directed at Israeli educators teaching in Jewish schools around the world. This course deals with topics such as Jewish peoplehood, Israel Studies and Jewish culture and provides tools and methods for effective and creative teaching. This course, hosted and organized by the WZO, is given jointly by the National Library and Beit Hatfutzot education teams.

· Social media and newsletters
We run the very active "Learning with the National Library of Israel" Facebook page specifically to reach and engage Jewish educators across the world. Our posts reach thousands of educators primarily in North America, Europe and Israel. In addition, we also send weekly newsletters with information about relevant resources and activities. Please visit: facebook.com/education.nli.uk
Select links to educational materials:
· NLI education website (English)
· NLI education website (Hebrew)
· Learning with the National Library of Israel Facebook page
· Resource packs
· Shabbat 
· Sports
· Jewish Communities Around the World
· Family History Project
· Lesson plans
· Let's Form a Government
· Is Dinner Ready Yet? Food Advertising in Israel
· Tu B'shvat stamps
· Jerusalem in Maps
· Chanuka and Israel's National Emblem
· Worksheets
· Photograph Analysis Worksheet
· Sukkot in Frankfurt
· The Young State of Israel in a Drawing by Nachum Gutman
· The Dreyfus Affair
· Videos
· NLI treasures - Hatikva
· 100 years at the Western Wall
· Teachers Talk About NLI Primary Sources - Netanel Burstin - Arch of Titus, Rome, 1948
· A Wonderful Declaration, Balfour
· Illustrated Megillat Esther, Ferrara, Italy, 1616
· A Mapai Election poster for the 1951 Campaign
· The Journey of the Ethiopian Oriyt
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