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(Opening Text Panel TEXT)

NOT IN HEAVEN

The title of this exhibition, Not in Heaven, is derived from a dramatic moment in the Oven of Akhnai (Bava Metzia 59a-b) story in the Talmud, where the acting head of the Sanhedrin, puts a decisive end to a debate that pits a position maintained by Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus and supported by miraculous occurrences, against the opinion of the majority of sages. The law does not reside in Heaven, he declares. The Torah has already been revealed; it is man who must determine truth and make meaning. 	Comment by Susan Fraiman: I think you should put in names here, both for the head of the Sanhedrin and Rabbi Eliezer.
	Comment by Susan Fraiman: maybe	Comment by Susan Fraiman: Rabban  Gamliel?

This exhibition of works by designers and artists has been assembled using the Oven of Akhnai story as a lens into the rich world of the Talmud. By making visual and material meaning of a story that involves a serpentine-shaped oven, a bitter debate in which the rule of the majority overrides the apparent truth, the excommunication of a great sage and its tragic consequences—the artists responded in a variety of ways. Some focused on the narrative and its characters, some viewed the elements as allegories, others shot their inquiries into more far-flung and esoteric directions. Access to the sea of Talmud, forbidding and formidable as it may seem, has been opened thanks to the revolution triggered by contemporary translations from the Talmud’s original Aramaic. The artists, many unfamiliar with the Talmud, brought their open minds and creative imaginations to this sugiya (topic), directly or indirectly seeding ideas that culminated in the items created for this exhibition. 	Comment by Susan Fraiman: Absolute truth? Or the strict letter of the law?

	Comment by Susan Fraiman: I would define this, or use a synonym in addition to the word sugiya (just as you did for daf).  



This struggle for survival and connection with our ancient roots has been the subtext of much legislative and philosophical creativity throughout Jewish history, to this day.
This exhibition is an invitation to artists and designers, who by responding to the world and its complexities, like the sages in the sugiya, see the world as a place of resistance, creation and transcendence. 
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