Create Your Megillah!
At the heart of the Purim activities is the reading of the Megillah – the Book of Esther. The Megillah tells the dramatic story of the Jews of Shushan, the capital of Persia, who were saved from a massacre by the actions of the Jewish Queen Esther. The Megillah is written by a scribe on parchment and is often illustrated with traditional decorations and drawings of the events. 
The National library of Israel has a unique collection of Megillot. One of the oldest is from Ferrara in Italy and was made in 1616. Other illustrated Megillot in our collection come from Venice, Prague, Berlin, and Holland.

Activity
In this activity students explore illustrated Megillot from the NLI collection.
After analysing the differences between the Megillot, the students use their observations to create their own modern illustrated Purim scenes. 
Stage 1 – Class Discussion
1. If necessary, teachers should give an introduction to Megillat Esther and the Purim story. This could be followed by a discussion about the writing of Jewish religious texts, such as Torah scrolls, tefillin, mezuzot, and megillot, and subsequently about illuminated Hebrew  manuscripts. 
Suggested background reading includes:

· Illuminated Manuscripts, Hebrew – Jewish Virtual Library https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0009_0_09500.html
· About Illuminated Manuscripts – The J. Paul Getty Museum http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/manuscripts/background1.html

2. Megillat Esther is a special example of illuminated Jewish manuscripts, and this should now be presented to the students – either the actual scroll or a virtual image. 
Following is a collection of illustrated Megillot from NLI’s collections:

· Megillah – Ferrara, 1616 <link from wix>
· Megillah - Venice, 1746  http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE9348961>
· Prague Megillah < http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE28137443>
· Megillah from the Royal Library of Berlin (p.25-30) < http://primo.nli.org.il/primo_library/libweb/action/dlDisplay.do?vid=NLI&docId=NNL_ALEPH000175037 – לשנות לרוזטה>
· 18th Century Dutch  Megillah < http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE28137360>

3. Possible questions for ensuing discussion include:
a. What do Megillot look like? 
b. How is the writing organized on the parchments?
c. Are there illustrations or decorations on the parchment?
d. What do the illustrations depict?
e. Why is it common to see an illustrated Megillat Esther?

4. The following article could be useful for more information: 
"Adding Beauty to Holiness: An Illuminated Megillah” >https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/loc/Megillah1.html<

Stage 2 – Student Activity: Analysis of the Megillah
Students fill in a table about Megillot from the National Library collections and other Megillot they find online.  This table will help the students to analyse the different graphic features of the Megillot. Teachers can decide whether to give each student (or group of students) a different  Megillah to analyse or whether to give them more than one. 
This is an example of a completed table.
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	Origin
	Date
	Colour
	Depiction of Scenes

	Division of Text
	Additional Text

	1. Venice 
	1746
	No
	Scenes portrayed underneath each section of text. Inspired by Italian architecture.
	Separated by columns of varying designs. Each column is adorned with images of flowers in vases and birds. The text is written beneath arches.
	· The name of the artist: Francesco Griselini
· The Megillah blessings on the last page of the scroll


	2. Prague
	
	No
	Scenes portrayed along with captions – quotes from the text – drawn on the top of the column that divides the text. Also scenes at the beginning and end of the Megillah. Above and below the text are decorations: the torso of a naked woman, peacocks, pictures of buildings and flowers.
	Separated by columns adorned with leaves and branches.
	No

	3. Berlin
	
	No
	Above and beneath the text are pictures of scenes from the Megillah.
	Separated by columns with a floral design. 
A decorative element at the end of  the Megillah.
	No

	4. Dutch
	18th century
	No
	Both underneath the text and on top of each column. For the text about the ten sons of Haman, there is an image of the gallows in between the names of the sons.
	Arches above each section and columns dividing the sections. On top of each column is a half-naked child holding an image of a scene from the text.
	No

	5. Ferrara
	1616
	Yes
	On top of the text with captions – quotes from the text.
	Divided into sections by blue-green columns. Between these columns is a vase from which a branch adorned with flowers emerges. Each column rests on a rectangular base on which there is an illustration of an animal, bird, or plant. Above each page is the fully-attired figure of a man.
	The name of the writer and illustrator, Moshe ben Avraham Peshkarol from Ferrara, is written on the Megillah. The Megillah also provides the information that the Megillah was designed for Mordechai ben Eliyahu Halevy from  Brescello. 



Stage 3 – Create your own Megillah
In this activity students create their own modern illustrated scene from the Megillah based on their previous analysis. They can incorporate graphic elements that they found in the online images of Megillot.  
1. Teachers are recommended to select a number of scenes from the story for students to choose from: for example, the first feast, the beauty contest, the Jews of Shushan in mourning, the hanging of Haman, etc. 

2. Each student chooses one scene and illustrates it, attaching an appropriate verse from the Megillah. Teachers could also suggest that students copy the relevant texts from an online source and include it in their work. 
This activity can be done using either digital resources or arts and crafts.
 Digital resources
a) Find images using Google Images 
b) Save the images 
c) Create a scene from the Megillah on the digital platform  or interactive drawing board with which they are most familiar, for example: 
· Microsoft Word
· Windows Paint
· Windows Powerpoint
· Sketchpad
· Google Drawing
· Photoshop 
Arts and crafts
Provide students with the following materials:
· A4 card
· Newspapers
· Magazines
· Writing/drawing tools
· Scissors
· Glue

3. Students create a collage depicting their chosen scene from the Megillah.

4. These scenes could be collated into one large Megillah and displayed it in the classroom or school.  

We invite you to send us your creations – education.uk@nli.org.il – and we will upload the best to our website. 


Name _______________________
Student Worksheet – Create Your Megillah!
At the heart of the Purim activities is the reading of the Megillah – the Book of Esther. The Megillah tells the dramatic story of the Jews of Shushan the capital of Persia who were saved from a massacre due the actions of the Jewish Queen Esther. The Megillah, that is written by a scribe on parchment, is often illustrated with traditional decorations and drawings of the events recounted in the book. The National Library of Israel has a unique collection of Megillot. One of the oldest of the NLI collection is from Ferrara in Italy and it was made in 1616. Other illustrated Megillot from our collection come from Venice, Prague, Berlin and Holland.
Activity
Explore Online Megillot
Choose one of the following online Megillot and look for others. Then fill in this table with information about the illustrations on the Megillot:
· Megillah – Ferrara, 1616 <link from wix>

· Megillah - Venice, 1746 < http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE9348961>

· Prague Megillah < http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE28137443>

·  Megillah from the Royal Library of Berlin (p.25-30) < http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE26574437 >

· 18th Century Dutch Megillah  < http://rosetta.nli.org.il/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE28137360>
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Create your own Megillah!
After exploring Megillot from the NLI collections and other sources, the time has come to create your own! 
1. Choose a scene from the Purim story: for example, choosing the Queen, Mordechai parading on the King’s horse, etc.
2. Create a page of the Megilla with online tools or arts and crafts. Take the following things into consideration:
· What does a Megilla page look like?
· What text should be included? (You can copy the text from an online Megillah.)
· Where do the illustrations appear?
· What graphic features traditionally appear in Megillot? 
· If you add scenes from the Purim story, what should the characters look like? Will you add images of the palace? What will that look like?
Send your finished Megillah page to education.uk@nli.org.il and we will publish the best works on our website!

