Research Proposal

1. Research Topic and its Importance

The present study is based on the assumption that environmental consciousness and adoption of an environmental lifestyle are contingent first and foremost on behavioral patterns rather than an explicit ideology. According to this assumption, I will examine halakhic practices—related to Kashrut, food, and waste—implemented by Ultra-Orthodox women in their homes, focusing on their activity in the kitchen. The aim is twofold: 1. To identify the implementation of these halakhic behaviors by women on a day to day basis in their homes and to determine the extent to which—if at all—women translate these familiar, routine behaviors into environmental practices such as waste sorting; 2. To determine the extent to which one can identify a connection, on the ideological level, between the halakhic dictates obligating these behaviors and environmental thinking as it is understood today. I will examine the first subject through a series of in-depth interviews of Ultra-Orthodox women from Ramat Beit Shemesh; I will examine the second subject by studying halakhic texts. 	Comment by a k: Or “environmental philosophy”
The study will attempt to trace the “practical logic” underlying the halakhic behavior of women in their homes—that is the manner in which they organize their private sphere using these practices, on the one hand, and the level of familiarity—if at all—with the environmental sphere, on the other hand. The choice to use interviews as a methodological tool is due to the level of differentiation of the group under study—as women, as Ultra-Orthodox, and as having the potential to become “environmental.” An analysis of the interviews will examine these women’s range of “freedom” in their interpretation of the behavioral patterns shared by their ingroup as well as the implementation of these behaviors; the extent they deviate from them or modify them; and in which circumstances and contexts this occurs. 
2. Hypotheses
a. The Kashrut laws in the Ultra-Orthodox kitchen are numerous and multifaceted. Some halakhic actions are rigid, binding, and canonical, deriving from the Ultra-Orthodox worldview (such as the separation between milk and meat). No Ultra-Orthodox home will deviate from such laws. However, alongside these there are halakhic behaviors, which change in terms of the nature and frequency of their implementation. This is according to various parameters which include objective conditions (time, and necessary facilities) as well as aspects of identity—such as level of devoutness, socio-economic factors, family status, and aspects of employment etc. 
b. Ultra-Orthodox women do not consider environmental protection an intrinsic value, and certainly not a value at the top of their daily priorities. This may be a result of a lack of knowledge and education regarding environmental issues in general, and in these communities specifically. That being said, some are likely to adopt certain environmental practices (such as recycling plastic bottles) if they entail symbolic reward—such as a halakhic reward (the mitzvah of giving charity) or the like. 
c. Technically speaking, the meticulous halakhic kitchen practices of Ultra-Orthodox women, “for the sake of Heaven,” are similar to the manner in which environmental practices, such as sorting waste, are implemented. The element of categorizing and sorting is present in the halakhic behavior practiced by women (such as checking legumes before cooking or sifting flour before baking). The question is to what extent can this technical resemblance lead to an interpretation of those halakhic practices and to what extent can it lead to examining the cultural-ethical value attributed to these practices on a day to day basis. 
d. A halakhic behavior related to the environment and dictated by an authority such as a great rabbi will be adopted by Ultra-Orthodox women provided that the authority is accepted and recognized in their particular Ultra-Orthodox circle. This is besides the halakhic or economic profit that these women choose to gain, when they mark such a behavior as a value. 

3. Goals

The goal of this study is to offer an explanation for the presence or absence of environmental thinking and practices among Ultra-Orthodox women in Beit Shemesh and the underlying reasons for this. By combining different perspectives from within the Ultra-Orthodox community and in light of changing traditional-halakhic and environmental realities, the study may lead to additional knowledge about the connection between community identity and the spreading of an environmental agenda—specifically when dealing with Ultra-Orthodox communities in Israeli society—and environmental thinking in general. 
4. Methodology

a. The study will be conducted using qualitative research of in-depth interviews with Ultra-Orthodox women from two different communities in Beit Shemesh. This will be based on recordings of long interviews, conversational analysis, and meticulous discourse analysis.   
b. Interpretive analysis of halakhic texts based on theories of environmental sociology and anthropology. 

5. Work Plan
October 2016-June 2016: Preparing study and locating advisers
July 2016-February 2017: Interviews with the groups under study
March 2017 -September 2017: Writing thesis
[bookmark: _GoBack]October 2017: Submission

6. List of sources 
