“Who Is She That Shines Through Like the Dawn?”: Biblical Poetry

Much of the Hebrew Bible could be described as poetry. But what exactly falls in this category? Our course provides an overview of biblical poetry, its boundaries and major genre categories. We will read selections of biblical poetry in the original Hebrew, including the religious poetry of Psalms, the love poetry of Song of Songs, ancient poetry from the Pentateuch and from the historical books, and examples of the poetry of Lamentations and Job. These poems are of the most beautiful passages in the Bible and the most beautiful ever written in Hebrew.

Quarreling about the Bible: Debates and Controversies around Scriptures
Scriptures have always been the focus of debates and polemics, some of which influenced Western thought and culture. In this course we will present some of the fascinating of these debates and polemics, from ancient times to the present. Among other, we will deal with discussions regarding the canonization process of the Bible, the debates with Pagans Christians and Muslims about the sanctity of the biblical books and their “correct” understanding, and the controversy with critical biblical research.


